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z..Bellgville family on five-month

.
| By HENRY BURY
Staff Reporter

While the federal rnment has
irged Canadians to leave strife-torn
gnn. a Belleville tamg:; %s continu-
its trek through country,
ggmdror?aklstm.
g Hu%h Minielly, a Moira Secondary
School teacher, his wife, Mary, and
two school-aged children are in the

‘midst of a five-month trip through
% The trip started in early April
‘with their arrival in Hong Kong,
Minielly, who's on sabaatical, is ex-
pected back in Belleville in August.
- The teacher wrote a letter, dated
April 28, from Chengdu, Sichuan,
outlining the family’s trip to that
‘point. %
'pt.’A postcard was subsequently
received by Moira, when the ﬁlnlelly
family arrived in Beijing — the cen-
tre of daily ntgemt:{:s j-;at{gs b;tr
several days, violent outbreaks bet-
‘ween demonstrators and the
military.

iunieuy wrote the family arrived
atBei‘vji..?lﬁa!ber_ spending 14 hours 'S on
an ove %ht third-class train ‘“‘the
same day (Soviet President Mikhail)
Gorbachev’s helicopter landed in
Tiananmen Square, which was awash
with thousands of demonstrating
Chinese !:tudem.ct;i It was an exciting
to t city.”

oracley wasla hns rom 1
4-18. On his visit to , 700,
m‘:&m students packed Tiananmen
said the family ‘“‘planned
to spend the week in Beijing to shake
out the dust from the past month, see

sights and replenish our peanut
butter stocks.”
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Over the past two da Canadians
S as reports spread
lsmgeﬂ.lng ready to move a?a.lnnt
students on campuses in the capital.
Canadian government reports in-
dicate there are around 300 Cana-
dians living and studying in Beijing
and another 300 in the rest of China,
Wednesday, about 250 Canadians
E,?m?‘c“‘-‘"‘ from the violence in
As far as the family’s trj
letter t'h t Hong ﬁ"""’ ‘2: e
a g “‘was a great
Plat::: tv?ml.r!il& off fro?;g since it allo
i a excesses of un-
before

LT
B—edﬂgmhhe the West Berlin to East
Hong Kong, about 2,000 km south of
eijing, he s “u ::-?;m

is con-

‘ultra
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excesses, however, we tired of the
choking pollution, exorbitant

rices,... and less than pleasant at-
ﬁtudes of most people in this hectic

cit;

expressed ‘‘relief” and said
back in time about 100 years.”

“The traffic consisted of mainly

bicycles and pedestrians with
buses and the odd taxi
way carefully through.’
“In the early morning, the
are filled with older
their very graceful Tai
women playing with their one
and men squat| )

"
'gﬁey then crossed the border into
Canton (now Guangzhon) and they
was a feeling “we had been moved

old
’-wtndlng their
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urney across China

countryside, fascinating villages
“but incredibly backward” com-

munities.

“We have yet to see any form of
mechanized “agriculture or road-
building equ ment — all manual
labor with water buffalo plowing the
paddys and men and women with
picks and shovels building roads.”

““There is an amazing lack of police
or military presence, unlike
Europe or Russia," Minielly said.

During their trip, / two Mao
statues were seen “‘and a W tal
Red Books in dusty flea markets,"

“Economy wise, except for food,
everything else seems hopelessly
poor,” Minielly wrote. “‘The avera
wage is about $50 a month, includi
eachers (average class size is 50
and doctors, Factory workers get a
bit rg:ure and rarmers, now that
can produce in the free markets,
are doing the best of al],”*

found the presence of religion
alive “but not well since the
Guard ransacked most temples.”

"“There are still many Buddhist
monasteries around but most have
become tourist meccas selling
trinkets and offering cheap ac-
o S e, iy s

or clo styles, said the
old still Mao jackets and cadre
caps. “The latest in chic for ladies
are skin-tight black pants, ba%g
blouses and high heels and for h
‘BUys it's dress shirts, bell-bottom
pants and shoes with built-up heels
and steel clickers,”
¥ 6, the family was aboard a
treamer on the Yangste
River in central China.
*“This wearetold,lsadiﬂereg

child China where most of the

. aLiing on the gras ; taking place. Already, we are
ting with tea, their bamboo bird masafvg intiul':;rclleﬁ ggd huge tracts

mmmemg tains by train
y ! € moun 5
“‘bone-shattering bus" and bike

' They commented on the beautiful

_ — all
y left Canton and spent
dayswarkﬁgmww

cultura

e Belleville family closed out the
letter by saying they were on their
way to Beijing ‘“‘where we hope to
spend a week before our long
westward trek to the Pakistan
border."”
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