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ourney across China
family on five-month

By HENRY BURY
Staff Reporter

While the federal government has
urged Canadians to leave strife-torn
China, a Belleville family is continu-
ing its trek through that country,
bound for Pakistan.

Hugh Minielly, a Moira Secondary
School teacher, his wife, Mary, and
two school-aged children are in the
midst of a five-month trip through
China. The trip started in early April
with their arrival in Hong Kong.

Minielly, who's on sabaatical, is ex-
pected back in Belleville in August.

The teacher wrote a letter, dated
April 28, from Chengdu, Sichuan,
outlining the family's trip to that
point.

A postcard was subsequently
received by Moira, when the Minielly
family arrived in Beijing — the cen-
tre of daily demonstrations by
Chinese students and, in the past
several days, violent outbreaks bet-
ween demonstrators and the
military.

Minielly wrote the family arrived
at Beijing after spending 14 hours on
an overnight third-class train "the
same day (Soviet President Mikhail)
Gorbachev's helicopter landed in
Tiananmen Square, which was awash
with thousands of demonstrating
Chinese students. It was an exciting
entry to a great city."

Gorbachev was in China from May
14-18. On his visit to Beijing, 700,000
Chinese students packed Tiananmen
Square.

Minielly said the family * 'planned
to spend the week in Beijing to shake
out the dust from the past month, see
the sights and replenish our peanut
butter stocks."

He ended the postcard by saying
the family will "begin our long trek
westward via the Silk Road to
Pakistan."

It's presumed the Belleville family
safely left Beijing during the last
week of May, just days before
military troops moved in and the
violence erupted.

Over the past two days, Canadians countryside, fascinating villages
have been airlifted from Beijing and "but incredibly backward" corn-
Shanghai as reports spread the army munities.
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is getting ready to move against
students on campuses in the capital.
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Canadian government reports in- building equipment — all manual
dicate there are around 300 Cana- labor with water buffalo plowing the
dians living and studying in Beijing paddys and men and women with
and another 300 in the rest of China. picks and shovels building roads."

Wednesday, about 250 Canadians "There is an amazing lack of police
were evacuated from the violence in or military presence, unlike Eastern
Beijing. Europe or Russia," Minielly said.

As far as the family's trip is con- During their trip, only two Mao
cerned, Minielly wrote in the April statues were seen "and a few tattered
letter that Hong Kong "was a great Red Books in dusty flea markets."
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letter that Hong Kong "was a great „ *«*,„*.
place to kick off from since it allowed "Economy wise, except for food,
us to wallow in the excesses of un- everything else seems hopelessly
bridled capitalism before crossing poor," Minielly wrote. "The average
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ferent political and economic system and doctors. Factory workers get a
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an economic system and doctors. Factory

— almost like the West Berlin to East bit more and farmers,
Berlin crossing." can sell produce in the free markets,Hong Kong, about 2,000 km south "
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