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Meagher part of B“owdoin’s NCAA

Success
ik

OM GAVEY
Sports staff

When Terry Meagher graduated
from Boston Universit in the spring
of 1977, he had a dec sion to make,
Wouid he accept one of the several of-
fers to move into professional hockey,
or continue his education and even-
tually move into coaching? ' :

Meagher chose coaching while
brother Rick, another standoul at
Boston U., chose to play pro hockey,
Nearly 10 years later it appears both
made the right decision.

The Belleville natives have both
found success aim}? their chosen
routes, Rick In the Nationa] Hockey
League, and Terry coaching NCAA
hockey in New England.

Last year Terry Meaﬁher gulded
the Bowdoin College hoc ey team to
the NCAA Divsion 11 championship,
gaining coach of (he year honors
along the way. The team, based |n
Brunswick, « Maine, posted a 225
regular season record and then swept
through the layoffs. The college
arena was filled to capacilty nearly
every night, something that hadn’t |
happened since the 1960's,

“When I graduated in 1977 1 had a
few pro offers, but my interests
always tended toward education and
coaching, and with the "'Big Bad
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lruute for me," Meagher said recent-
y

Terry Meagher was one of four
brothers to make g name for |
themselves in hockey In Belleviile.
Terry played for the Belleville Junior
B's, both™ the Bobeats and the old

+ Falrways. Brothers Rick and Tony |
also played for the Cats, while Kevin |
Meagher was with the Belleville Bulls
during their Tier 11 days.

“You don't forget your roots, no
matter where you go, I'l always
believe that my experiences |n|
Belleville helped me when | moved |
on," Meagher said.

After graduating from Boston U,
Meagher moved on to Clarkson Col- |
lege, a Division I school, where he
coached and continued his education,
Four years ago he was named head
coach at Bowdoin, .

“The school |g very selective
academically, the atmosphere |s
similar to that at Harvard, Yale or
Princeton, Scholarships are decided
gn kneed land acagemlcs, we get

- ockey players who are students

Sporl‘s dlgﬂSf too.” Meagher sald, |

One of Bowdoin's most famous

graduates is Joan Benoit, winner of

the gold medal in the women's
marathon at the 1984 Olymplcs in Los |

Angeles, _ 7

"l had dinner at Joan's place the |
other night, and she stijl chuckles

F‘IyerS"therelinlngNHLteam at the about the Bowdoin banner she saw

tme, pro hockey didn't seem the &“J;ggert;‘o”m&:i:é@“ in LA,

Meagher says Bowdoin College
does much of its recruiting in the New

TERRY MEAGHER

‘England area, a hotbed for hocke in
the United States, He says basketball
remains the number one sport in the
U.S., but hockey is big in the Nor-

~ thern states,

The Bowdoin coach runs a hockeg
school In Maine for two weeks eac
summer, and Is also on the faculty at
Bowdoin. With a wife and two
children, it means the former Bobeat
doesn’t have much free time.

“I'don't have much of an opportuni-

ty to get back to Belleville, except for .

a couple of weeks in the summer.
When I get back, it's great to see the

eople whe helped me develop, like
gnlpe Matthews, Doug Murra , Russ
So;.ue and Larry Mavety, eagher
said.

Meagher says Bowdoin College
isn't developing pl ayers for the pros,
although Fred Ahern dig pla‘:jy with
the Californla Seais after gradualing
from the school, He says most
; Ejayers interested in a pro career go

the Division 1 schools, while Djvi-

sion 11 schools stress hoth academics

and athleties.

The Belleville native says he wat- |

»ches brother Rick play with the St, |

Louls Blues every chance he gets, |
and says their father, Al, is happiest
when a Blues game is on the family .
ish.

X rbl;eagher was an all-star several -
times at Boston University, but he
was also a fine fastball piayer, He
starred with the Devolin Motors team
in the old Quinte Fastball League and
aiso with the Belleville McDonalds of
the Ontario Fastball League,




