==temperatures of 40 to 50 degrees
_below zero, blizzards,

~ trails, wild animals (moose in par-
I ticular take exception to the

‘attack them), accidents, loss sleep
“and hallucinations.

was an ambition twaslllml tore—

main a dream, Last year, he

to at least see the race first hand and

on his visit to Alaska for the race, he

met 78-year-old Earl Norris.

orris owned a number of sled

and had driven in the Iditarod. He

was keen to enter the race again

Mrs, Norris had other ideas and, as
* result, Rev. McEwen was offered

tt)gpoﬂunlty to race orris' dogs

e 1990 race.

Having access to a dog
alreadz] Alaska cuts down on

volved in taking part in

Iditarod, but it still is a very expen
sive proposition. The entry fee
/81, 500 (U.S. }plusmecostoltranspor
[tation to the race site, food, equip-
ment and a myriad of other ltems
necessary to sustain the team on
what could be a 12-to-20-day race over |
1,100 miles.

Sponsorship is the name of the
ame at the Iditarod. One lady
iver, Susan Butcher, has won the
race twice and her ps total
about $130,000. Rev. McEwen is try-
ing to do it on a bare bones budget of
$25,000 and he needs help. |
He has paid his entry fee, made ar-
rangements for a minister to look-
after his congregation, and has the
support of his family who will be ten-

the sheep farming operation
ehelslnAlaska ,

g Tl:e McEwe:hs tllave appmdogchad to:(E
| least one a a
manufacturer, but?;?;:‘t”ha\rehadm
| response. However, he is optimistic
' hasraith thathewmhaveenmﬂ
Pop o f : iy R backin; for him to answer

f& R . ~ | starter’s pistol next March.

Before leaving for Alaska, Rev. ‘

) ; : McEwen said, “‘Sled racing is in-
Rev. Don McEwen is heading for the longest race in the world. creasing in popularlt%tor
]

f.ﬁjj (\) . rtandthet:::‘s&laofmeu ﬁe
¢ gs year ro as well as rac

4 JJZ'SE % / costsarelncreasin all the time. Wg

(the drivers) have formed the On- |

tario Sled Dog Association because

Mushing minister  ESEESE
headmg to Alaska ogmamses

Egng

d =

carry the Canadian

Maple Leaf on his travels.
He also the only Canadian Ontario Sled Dog Association
entered in the world's ﬂmgeat sled-  will be seekin sponsors for Rev.

MADOC-— dog race from Anchorage to Nome to McEwen and r events and can be
ado is a B McEwm ¢ m begheld next March in and to contacted through George Plerce,
farmer, !leavy—duty construcnon this end, has started on a four-month IK Box 147, Sharbot Lake,

ment lralnlng sessiim in preparation for the Ont K6
r?cer And he E in the Gtunness ﬂ

Records_for driving the largest 'l‘her known as the Iditarod,
number of dogs pulling a single sled 4 gruelling test of courage and -3
en-

ations thoe: durauoetgrdrlvarsand gs alike.
Those taking part’ in this event face



