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By Andy Johnson
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13 A lot happened the year
Belleville's newest centenarian,
Charlotte “Mimi” Potts, was born.
In 1901, Queen Victoria died,
U.S. President William McKinley
was assassinated and the first
radio transmission was sent across
the Atlantic Ocean.
Potts, howev-
er, doesn't feel .
as old as her
birth-year sug-
gests.
- She celebrat-
d her 100th
‘birthday on Sun-
day surrounded
by friends and
‘amily who

generous
woman. They
say she is a
devoted fan of
good sense of

 and her niece's husband,
f Braun, said she's got a few
years in her yet.

he'll probably live another 10
s. She takes

of why
pbably, it helped didn’t it?”
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“SHE’LL PROBABLY LIVE
ANOTHER 10 YEARS. SHE
TAKES NO MEDICINE,
OTHER THAN SOME VIT-
AMINS, AND SHE HAS
HARDLY EVER BEEN SICK.
IN THE SIX YEARS SHE
HAS LIVED WITH US, SHE
HAS ONLY BEEN SICK

“BE KIND TO

she said with a mischievous smile.

The living room coffee table
showed proof of Potts’ popularity.
it was covered with letters a_nd
cards from well-wishers, including
the Prime Minister, Governor Gen-
eral, Queen Elizabeth, anq local
politicians extending their con-
gratulations.

Her niece, Lynn, said she has
always had many friends, aqd they
were expecting guests from Toron-
to who travel to
Belleville every
year to share
Potts' birthday
with her.

Potts said she
has learned one
important les-
son in her life
which she would
like to pass
along.

“Be kind to
everyone
because then
they will treat
you well, won't
they?” she said.

Potts was

mour, appre- born and raised
es scotch ONCE.” in Smithfield,
sherry, . near Brighton.
— NEICE’S HUSBAND ishe graduated

‘'rom high

WoLr BRAUN school in

i Brighton before

moving to

Toronto to do
: secretarial work
at a golf course. Then the intrepid
single woman moved to Detroit,
Michigan, to work as a secretary at
an automotive manufacturer.
Potts lived in
the Motor City
until she retired
at the age of 65.
She returned to

EVERYONE BECAUSE  Toronto, and,
not ready for

THEY WILL TREAT fl}llll l;eliremenh
: she began doing

YOU WELL, WON'T temporary work
t ’s city

THEY?” g al'Il‘.oronto 8 city

The position

N C_ENTENARMN became full-time
‘Mimi’ PotTs and Potts stayed

for another 10

® years before

accepting full

retirement.
Potts shared Sunday’s events
with her four-month-old, great-
great nephew Theo Tietzen Braun,

who was born 10 decades after she
was.




