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OPERATION CROSS

| (First of Three Parts)
|

«I'm very happy!

¥ *

Did you Kknow that on
spent this summer in Africa?
d remote peoples
and M

tween us an
Julie, daughter of Mr.
Albert Street.

She w

. | 3 ' |

possibilities" for real action, when Dr. James'h ed and we were unable to start.|

Robinson, the founder of Operation Crossroads Africz  However, we were warmly)
: ( where Julie was major- welcomed. All the villagers|

spoke at Western University
ecently

ing in French, and T ‘

vt is a work-camp-s tud yfl
geminar, ¢riendship and aid pro-|
gram (privately and voluntarily
organized) which takes stu-
dents, teachers, professors an_d
other specialists to couniries in
Africa for shori-term progeams |
during the summer.”

«This group and this effort |
really were the prngenito{s of
the Peace CoTps . . » President
John F. Kennedy admitted, and
to date, over 1,000 persons have
participated from su‘parls_ of
North and South America, since
its inception in 1957, when just
60 students and a staff of 12
teachers who directed the
groups, made ‘a very large anq
significant impaect upon the Al-
rican continent.’

Julie sought and suceessfully
met the high selective stand-
ards required to become & par-
ticipant in this project and wgnt
to the African French-speaking
country Dahomey, with 2
group from the United States
and Canada.

These facts, as well as many
more detailed ones, are the
roots from which Julie's exper-
tence flowered and we are priv-
ileged to share glimpses of it
through letters to her family,
with the kind permission of all

. “We arrived in
Lagos, after a smooth flight
from New York
hour in Dakar, Senegal and Ab-
idjam, Ivory Coast, but weren’t
out of the Air Terminal.

Second Glance

y Viva Richmond Graham

Everything is different here,
put I love it!” — Julie Bradford.

as moved by “the app

ing a maternity clinic) — is 1o

cated at the village of Avran-
| § kou, five miles away. We'll g0
to the work site in an army
truck. Five African students
will be working full time with
us. At least five other young
people will come each day from
one of the surrounding towns —
(there are 80 or more of them)
and each wants to be represent-
ed, Many whom we met are
trying to get the time off work
so that they can come and help
us. We start on Thur sday.
BEverything is so different here,
but 1 love it.
| July 4: “We have not yel
slarted working, On Thursday
we went to Avrankou. where
we’ll be building the clinic, and
in typical Dahomian tradition,
the materials had been delay-

ROADS AFRICA

]
e of our Belleville girls
To bridge the gap be-
was none other than
rs. G. A. Bradford, 298

earance of concrete

came to the sub-prefect’s office
e A | and, after being told who we|

Gur first view of Africa waswere and why we had come,|
one of an arid, flat country with|they led us into the centre o
miles and miles of sand. As we/town, chanting and dancing all
travelled east, we saw mor e/the time. We passed the site {)IJ‘
ereenery and at Abidjam the pur project and at this place|
serial view revealed thick,|the sub-prefect explained to his
areen forest with the occasion-jpeople that “they were to help
al clearing here and thereks and not to be lazy: thal we
where villages were establish- r.rcre counting on them as much|
ed. The few roads could be eas-
ily detected, as they appeared
as long snakes winding { heir
way through the forests.

Also we were able o see a
distinet system of lagoons which
extend from a few miles in off
the coast to the edge of the
woodlands, This area is simi-
lar to Dahomey.”

gra

duated) to explain:

as they were counting on us."',
They clapped and cheered and |
seemed satisfied. We were thenl
taken on a tour of a palm - oil
factory which was most inter-
esting, for they obtain many
products from this tree, which
is the wealth of the country.
Following this we were taken
to the home of the wealthiest

tSY A

. Stopped for an

FORM OF TRANSPORTATION

June 28: “We drove from La-
gos to Porto Novo yesterday
on a “Mammy Wagon™ a bus-
type vehicle, and we were met
by a member of the United
States Information Service, who

took us to our residence in a {keys which we brought back
|
| w

Girls’ Secondary School in Por-
to Novo. We are delighted with
our accommodations. We have
a large “dorm” for the girls.
On the opposite side of the
building, another one for the
boys is located. We have our
lown washrooms; sheels are sup-
Iplied and we don’t even mneed
to use sleeping bags.

There is someone at the

chool

who will wash and iron
or us, and we can hire a cook
[I we so desire and our leader
eems to think that it would be
a good idea. So we are mosi
comfortable.

and most important chief in Av-
rankou. He received us in a
large room and we sat in a big
cirele around himand drank
youki soda, the local soft drink.

The high-lighto { this visit was

his presentation of two live tur-

ith us and which our cook
killed, plucked, cleaned a nd
cooked.

I have been acting as trans-
lator and so the chief, who|
speaks no French, spoke his di-|
jalect, which was translated
into French by one of his sons,
I then translated this into Eng-
lish for our group. When we
thanked him the procedure was
reversed: English French -
dialect.

ENJOYS SIGHT-SEEING

We have done much sight-
seeing. We visited an Agricult-
ural School which is organized
by the Scouts. Young boys are
trained here for a year and then
sent to work on farms. Scout-
ing is well developed here, but
unlike Canadian groups, their
main purpose seems to be to
frain young boys in Animal
Husbhandry and Farming,

Saturday we were invited to
a play presented by a local
group and following this, there
was a dance. The play was the
is!ury of the dethroning of an an-
cient king and it was interpret-
ed by folk-songs and dances.

I am doing as much as I can.
I try to take advantage of every
opportunity to talk with people,
to walk in the streets, to be do-
ing something, I feel T am ac-
complishing something, What?
= in little ways it is easy to
bring joy to the people here —
a smile, and ““bonjour” is worth
a million dollars. I think teach-
ing here would be most reward-
ing,

We visited the father of the
Dahomian Attache to Washing-
ton. We had met this boy at or-
ientation in New Jersey before
||_:oming here and it was hard to
imagine him living in the mud

|hut which had been his home




