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Dedication pays off
for historian Boyce
Awarded medal
from society
that's rarely won
By Henry Bury

The Intelligencer

Belleville's Gerry Boyce has
spent nearly 40 years trying to
promote the study of Ontario's
history.

His efforts have paid off, lo-
cally, with the establishment of
the Hastings County Historical
Society and the county's first mu-
seum, Glanmore House.

Boyce has now been honored by
the Ontario Historical Society
with its most prestigious award
— the Cruikshank Gold Medal for
1993.

That medal is only presented
on rare occasions to individuals
who have performed with distinc-
tion on behalf of the provincial
society. It hasn't been handed out

since 1990.
Boyce said he's particularly

pleased by receiving the gold
medal at the society's annual
meeting in Hamilton earlier this
month. teiiP"'^ ""•:v.:^;|

"It's the top
award which the
society gives out
and the fact that
it's not given out
every year
makes it that
much more spe-
cial/' Boyce said.

Boyce is a
noted historian,
author and re-
tired Hastings
County Board
teacher.

In 1991, he was elected to his
first term as city councillor.

He was one of the founding di-
rectors of the county's historical
society and later served as presi-
dent, adviser and director of nu-
merous projects.

Gerry
Boyce

of Education

In 1961, Boyce helped to estab-
lish the first county museum in
Hastings and remains an active
member of the city-county mu-
seum management board.

A decade later, he became a
director with the provincial his-
torical society and the Royal On-
tario Museum.

The Canadian Historical Asso-
ciation presented Boyce with a
certificate of merit in 1974 and
the city honored him in 1988 with
the cultural award.

The Ontario Historical Society,
founded in 1888, is a non-profit,
educational .organization dedi-
cated to fostering an appreciation
for Ontario's history and preserv-
ing its heritage for people of all
ages and cultural backgrounds.

It annually honors individuals,
organizations and institutions
that have made outstanding con-
tributions to preserving, re-
searching, interpreting or writing
about the history of the province.


