QPEOPLE ., ?%3,/% s 10 B |
Marner couple

recalls meetmg

By Bill Hunt
The Inteligencer

hardly seemed t.hey were deatmed to
spend the next 50 years together.

Wally was in the Canadian army
and Frances was chief clerk for the
Canadian Chaplain Service Over:
seas when the young soldier went to
her and lodged a complaint about
something.

“I wasn'’t about to take that,” she
reml]s notmg she’'d followed the

She stood her
ore lonsths ev\:t;rtg

The mple relmmedboCanada
where Frances joined Wally behind
the counter at the corner
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‘Wally had started working there
after his father, Fred, bought the
shmMarch23 1932. He was 14 and

goods on his bicycle. In
1942 he joined the army and went
overseas.

The couple was to return home on
the same ship but ironically,
Frances got bumped on the passen-
ger list by a British war bride. How-
ever, they arrived home within- a
week of each other, she says. -

The store, which was attached to
their house, wouldbemmeareglﬂar
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Wally and Frances Marner

toast 50 years of marriage.
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the decades ahead.
The long den counter became
part of their ].M.ng quarters after
they closed the store Mar. 31, 1984

residents

‘and converted the area

Today the Marners have a daugh-
ter, Linda of Manotick, Ont., son

Wally Jr. of London, Ont. and two

grandchildren, Rob and Renee.
When asked what he liked about
working at the store, Wally replies
without hesitation, “the people,
there’s no doubt about that.”



