
Former Wallbridge Woman,
Mrs. Fred Maggie, Plays
Mouth Organ at 106 Years

Born 40 years before the turn
of the century amd seven years
before Canada became a na
tion, Mrs. Fred Maggie of the
Maple Haven Nursing H o m e
west of Belleville, believes in
"do it yourself" when it comes
to music.

A native of the Arden dis-
trict north of Kingston, Mrs.
Maggie daily plays the mouth
organ for amusement as s h e
gets ready to observe her 106th
birthday on May 24th.

A resident of the nursing home
ourside the city for the p a s t
seven years, Mrs. Maggie lived
at Wallbridige for many years.

; She cooked for river diriver
logging crews in the middle Has-
tings area and dearly recalls
the first wood burning CPR loco-
motive and train to pass through

Now, six years past her c»
ten airy, Mrs. Maggie has giv
up on many of the old t i n,
reels, but still plays favorij
such as "Turky in th Stra
and "The Bear Went Over tj
Mountain."

One of a family of 13 childrj
she was the daughter of an Aj
erican army man Alexander
rabe, who "skipped" his coun-
into Canada about the time
the American Civil War and p
sistently resisted attempts
relatives to get him to return!

Mrs. Maggie was a you
girl of 13 years before her p!

ts got around to register!
the births of any of their
ren.

After the birth of her you
\st brother, the attending phy.

cian suggested tha t it was tirr,

Three-qua.rters off a century
ago she a(nd he,r mouth organ
were in demand to play old time
reels for neighborhood square
dances.

mat tne family births were reg
i stored. So he sat down at the
kitchen table and registered all
13 of the ch i ld ren ' s births. That
was 92 jears ago!

Mrs. Maggie's hti.sband died
m a n y years ago. She has one
daughter , Mrs. Ar thur (Bessie)
Clare, who lives at Wallbridge.


