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Administrator of the Ontario
Homes for Mentally Retarded
Infants Ineorporated at Plain-
field, and well known through-
out the area for his humani-
tarian role, Leonard Velle-
man, of RR1, Corbyvillle, died
Monday evening in Belleville

General Hospital.

Mr, Velleman had been ill
for the past three weeks. He

| was B8l.

[ Born in Helland, Mr, Velle-
man and his wife, the former
Leonora Boot, emigrated to
Canada in 1924 and for many
vears had worked as a labor
representative on conciliation,

Just over 20 years ago — in
1951, Mrs. Velleman, a regis-
tered nurge, opened a home
for mentally retarded infants

at Halloway.

The venture was not a finan-
cial success and at Mr. Velle-
man's urging it was decided
to enlarge operations at a new

site at Plainfield.

an old hotel
was purchased and the assist-
ance of friends and interested

Accordingly,

volunteers was asked to help

renovate the building.

The Vellemans moved their
operation to the new site in

December,

1952, where Mr.

Velleman, then on the verge
of retiring, decided to devoie

his entire energies to

his

wife's humanitarian work.
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For the first five years the
Velleman enterprsie worked
on a shoestring. Then, in 1956

the home became incorporat-

ed, organized its own bhoard of
governors and broadeped its
base for potential financing.

In 1859 the infants’ home
came under the auspices of
the Ontario Hospital Service
Commission and in 1963 it op-
ened new guarters on the site.

Over the past 15 years,
OHMRI has grown from a fa-
cility capable of caring for
only 15 infants fo a modern
73-bed non-active treatment
hospital supported by grants
from the Province of Ontario,
by donations from individual
members of the board of gov-
ernors and by interested indi-
viduals and companies.

In March, 1970, Mrs. Velle-
man retired as superintendent
of the Plainfield infants' home
but Mr, Velleman continued
as the hospital's administra-

tor.

Aside from his wife, Mr,
Velleman is survived by a
daughter, Mrs. Grace Ince,
who operates her own infants
home Happy Halfway House
in Belleville, and two sons,
Leg Velleman of Toronto and
Alex Velleman of Oakville.
Funeral arrangements for

Mr, Velleman had not been
completed this marning,




