
Before family heads for African missions

White Christmas needed

i
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Some conventional white-
Christmas snow right now would be a
welcome touch for Bob and Ruth
Chapman and their young children.

They're preparing to celebrate
what will probably be their last
Christmas in Canada-and with their
family-for several years. And,
because they ' re bound for
Cameroon, in northwest Africa, it
will also be their last chance for a
snow-whitened Christmas for some
seasons.

The Chapmans are off on mission
work. While both come from a Salva-
tion Army background (Bob is the
son of Maj. Robert Chapman, the Ar-
my's Belleville divisional com-
mander, and his wife, Alvina), they
will be working in Africa for the
Wycliffe Bible Translators agency.

Their term of service is a
guaranteed two years. But, it's nor-
mal to renew for a second two-year
term, said Chapman.

The f amily-also including Ross, 6,
Erin, 4, and one-year-old Timothy-is
scheduled to leave in early January,
with a tentative flight date of Jan. 4.

While their convictions have led
them into the mission field, it is not
the sort of work commonly assoc-
iated with missions.

Wycliffe Bible Translators is an in-
dependent agency specializing in stu-
dying the world's languages.

The objective is to translate Chris-
tian Scripture into all languages, ex-
plained Bob.

As a qualified pilot and flight
mechanic, his role will be in the sup-
port arm of the agency-called
Jungle Aviation and Radio Services-
which serves translators working in
remote areas.

Their work may often require
assisting the Cameroon government,
he said, in a country whereroads are
often so poor that flight may be the
only practical means of transporta-
tion.

While it is Bob's first time out of
the country, his wife, Ruth, has
already served a three-year stint in
Kenya as a missionary teacher.

She says she is looking forward to
returning to Africa where she hopes
to resume teaching.

A modern mission agency such as
Wycliffe-based in California-does
not leave much to chance, added
Bob. His preparation program in-
cluded intensive and specialized air-
craft training for flight over difficult
terrain and short-landing facilities,
as well preparation for culture
shock, survival and isolation.

Cameroon has a combination of
mountain, jungle and desert terrain.
The weather forecasting normally
available in North America is often

lacking.
And, while those specializing in

translating Scriptures into various
languages have more advanced
courses, even those-like Bob
Chapman-in the agency's support
arm are requested to study some
basic language patterns.

The Chapmans will be based in the
Cameroon capital of Yaounde. There
is one similarity they will find with
Canada. Cameroon is a nation dvided
between French and English-
speaking peoples. The population is
around 7 million, but the area of the
country is less than half that of On-
tario.

Bob's qualification in jungle avia-
tion, mechanics and radio came the
hard way-from a number of special
courses after he had originally em-
barked on a career as a municipal
planner. He was drawn to the mis-
sion field-and the Wycliffe agency-
after meeting a missionary who had
worked in South America.

"I would not be involved in flying
except as it's a need in the mission
field, "he said.

For the next few days though, they
and their children are basking in the
warmth of Bob's parents' family
Christmas.

So many languages
Scriptures still need
many translations

After almost 2,000 years of pro-
claiming the Gospel "unto the ends
of the earth," Christianity, it seems,
still has a long way to go.

The Wycliffe Bible Translators, a
specialized Christian agency, con-
tinues to work in remote areas of the
globe translating hitherto unwritten
languages into the New Testament.

Bob Chapman, visiting his parents
in Belleville during the holiday
season, is to leave early in January
for an assignment with the agency in
Cameroon, Africa.

He notes .that Wycliffe scholars
have identified a total of 5,112
languages in the world of which
3,000, or more than half, are yet to be
touched by written scripture.

Wycliffe missionaries live among
remote peoples for up to a dozen
years, patiently learning the
language - but trying to not disturb
the existing local culture, says Chap-
man. Then the language is processed
into a written mode, and the Gospels
are printed.

Preaching is important, said he
and his wife, Ruth, on the eve of their
mission, "but if the word of God is
given in writing to a people and in
their own language, then some eter-
nal values result," he believe.


