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THOMAS RITCHIE:
ANY deseription of the mammoth establish-
ment of which Mr. Thomas Ritehie is
the head would be incomplete were it not ac-
companied by a few words relating to that
gentleman himself. At the outset it may be
said that though no man in Belleville
is better known,
there is no man
of whom less is
known that may
be gathered from
himself. Modest
and retiring to a
degree, he liter-
ally fulfills the
injunction not to
let the left hand
know what the
right hand is do-
ing, and as a re-
sult many of his
good decds must
: : forovor remain
MR. THOS, RITCITE, unchronicled, It
is !known, how-
ever, that he is one of the most public-spivit-
od menin the district, and to him and his
efforts are due n great denl of the prosperity
with which Belleville hns been blessed. To
lim was lnvgely due the erection of the grent
bridgoe conneeting the mainland with Prinee
Idwanrd county, and indeed ithas been statoed
that hut for him the project would never
have heen eompleted.  Tle s president of the
brideo company, and has done much in other
wnyvs bo promote the welfare of the eity,
notably in tho erection of tho fine new hotal
which is destined o do so mueh in advertis-
ing tho ndvaninges of Belloville ns oo plneo of
resorl for tourists,  Mr, Ritehio has feeguent-
Iy heen solicited to nceopt honors nt the Ln.mln
of his fellow-citizong, and were ho to offer for
the highest oftico in tho gift of the peopln
sorions opposition would not he thought of,
o profovs, howovaer, to Towd a pencofal pri-
vabo Life, noid sonks no rewnrd snve that which

comes from n conscionsness of duty woll por- ;
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formed,  Mr, Ritchio fivst saw the light of

duy in what was then called Bytown (now
Ottawa), in the year 1888, being the son of
the Inte Robert liiitc'.hic!. wlio, having served
with distinetion as an avtilleryman in the
historie cumpaigns of Siv John Moore, was
senl to this country by the Lmporinl Govern-
ment to fill the position of ordunnee store
Loeepor and havenek-master nt Ovtivwa, failing
health rendering him desivous of leaving the
more netive duties to younger men.  Leaving
thoe servico in 1857, he beewme w rvesident ol
Belleville, where his son Georgo had estab-
lished himself in business as ndry goods mer-
c¢hant, That gentleman died in 1872, when
the subject of this notice, who had been asso-
cinted with him in the business, became the
head of the firm, but with his native modesty
Jie retaing the oviginal fivm name till this day.
Mr, Ritehie has always been of a studious
nature, and in earvly life took the arts course
at Toronto University and the theological
course nt Knox College, after which he he-
came actively identified with the work of the
ltliniut,r?f in connection with the Presbyterian
'ree Chureh. Circumstances, however, led
Mr. Ritchie into mercantile lifo, but he hns
always maintained his interest in yeligious
and edueational projects, and is one of the
most constant and liberal subscribers to the
circulating library of the city, and was the
founder and has for years been the president

© of the Mechanics’ Institute. He also took a
| leading part in the formation of the Board of

Trade and for half a decade has held the posi-
tion of president of that body. During the
visitof Lord Aberdeen, the Governor-Gen-
eral, to this city during last summer, it
fell to Mr. Ritchie to be his host, and
the occasion has ever since been one of
mutual satisfaction. In faet,'in a sketch
of this kind it is out of the question to attempt
to mention all the various ways in which Mr.
Ritchie has worked towards the advancement
of all laudable projects. It is, therefore, suffi-
cient to say that no worthy object has ever
found him unwilling to lend a hand, and all
such have found in him a steadfast and
staunch friend at all seasoris and under all
circumstances. He is a citizen whom all de-
light to honor, and all know him as a
thoroughly upright man and a lever of
humanity, Nature has formed but few such
men, and when they arve found it is the privi-
lege of ull to honor them.
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