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]T goes without saying that such an immense
trade ns that of the firm of George Ritchie
& Co. could not be successfully ecarried on
without capable and competent gentlemen nt
the heads of departments, and such a person
hins been secured in the gemeral manager of
. thoe store, Mr, C,

Reid. This
gentleman has heen
with the firm for
npwards of twelve
consecutive yonrs,
andit i necdless to
sny that -ho thor-
oughly under-
stands tho business
in all its details,
Mr. Reid is nnex-
eoptionnlly elovor
buyer,  altending
' altogother to tho

'u Candinn goodds,
SRR el hins nlso boen

MR, Cu M. REID, lo Burope in tha
intorests of tho firm ho vepresents. Mr, Reid
mnkes n point of keoping nu fnit - with thoe
lntest skylos and fnbries, and ho hnas the
prices of tho differont elasses of goods nt his
timgrers’ ends, Byvery business man knows
that one of the leading clements ol swe-
coess lies in the buying, the purchaser requir-
ing o knowledeo not only of the goods olfered,
Bbut the demands of his customers, so that ho
mauy wet asan intelligent middleman between
the producer and the consumor, utilizing his
knowlodge to the benefit of both,  In this line
ol work Mr. Reid excels, nnd as o consequence
the customers of George Ritchie & Co. huve
the advantage ol selecting from  poods of
thoe latest styles and of the best quality, pro-
duced direct from the manufacturers on the
most fuvornble terms. But Mr, Reid's daties
and respousibilities do not end here, He is
chargenble for the proper keeping and selling
of the stock, and it also falls to his lot to over-
see the conduet and demeanor of the sules-
men when they ave on duty. 'That he is
eflicient in this regard every one who has
ever visited the store is well aware, All
customors arve treated politely and courteously,
whether their purchase s]ml{ amount to a few
cents or mount into the thousands of dollars,
Mr, Reid is a native of Tweed, Hastings
county, and enjoys a wide acquaintance
throughout the district, Heis a son of the
late deputy postmaster, and a nephew of
Sir Mackenzie Bowell, one of the oldest
newspaper men in thecountry,and the present
popular Premier of the Dominion of Canada,

whom Belleville is proud toclaim asa citizen.'

Outside of his business Mr. Reid is a publie-
spirited citizen, a memberof the Bridge Street

ethodist Church, which is known to the de-
nomination by reputation all over the Domin-
ion, and a prominent dirvector of the Young
Men’s Christian Association. Mr. Reid well
deserves the confidence that has been placed
in him, and in return he gives most valu-
able service to the firm that has been so
fortunate ns to have at its disposal the best
labors of o gentleman so well gualified for
the position he holds. Personally Mr. Reid
enjoys a large degree of popularity, being well
known to all our citizens as a gentleman in
every sense of the word.
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W. H. GORDON.

BY no means the least important position—
: and many would regard it as the most
important—in such a mercantile establish-
ment as that of George Ritchie & Co. is the
post of financial manager. In fact, were one
writing solely for business men, there would
’ no occasion to
speak of this point,
forit is thoroughly
understood in com-
mercial circles.
The financial man
may make or mar
the success of any
commercial enter-
rise, and the mere
act that a man
holds such a posi-
tion is in itself
rima facie  evi-
ence of hisability
and qualifications.
My, W. H. Gor-
don, whe holds the
}'IOHitiO‘ll of financinl manager for the firm of
seorge Ritehio & Co., enjoys to an oxceptional
degree the confidenco of his principal, and
fully merits the trust that is veposed in him,
Mr. Gordon has had the advantage of n
thorough business training, which may be
said to be in some measure inhevited, M,
Gordon is' a son of Mr. Robert Gordon,
manager of the private banking firm of Mur-
phy, Govrdon & Co., Tweed, and first entored
the oftice of George Ritehie & Co. ns book-
keepor as far back asg 1876, remaining with
tho firm ever since. During these nineteen
yvenrs ho Tas witnesseld the growth of the
misiness to a three-fold proportion. That
is Lo say, though it was o lavge conecern for
thoso dnys when o heenmoe conneeted with ¢
ity it hng now nssumoed treblo ity sizo, Mre, §
Gordon may bo said, in n sense, Lo have 1
grown up with the husiness, nud hoig in con- ¢
sequenco thoroughly conversant with all the §
details, Mr, Gordon has for sovern]l yoenrs ||
helid a power of nllornoy o net in nd the ¢
finanecinl aflfnirvs incidont to the firm’s exton-
sive husiness,  This stobo of affuirs i€ no less
creditable to My, Ritehio than to My, Gordon,
L'he former luud the penctration to discover u
- worthy wid relinble man in whom to place $
his trust, and Mr, Gordon has shown by his
conduct the soundness of the judgment that §
¢ brompted his selection for dm responsiblo
position, 1t was not to be expected that o
gentleman of Mr, Gordon’s business qualifi-
y - cations and known probity of personal eharnce-
ter could long be overlooked in the seavch for ¢
ellicient public servants, and it was but ¢
natural that he should have been asked to
place his services ot the disposal of his [ellow-
§ citizens, Mr. Gordon’s municipal record
covers one term as o member of the board of !
edueation, while he is now serving his third
term as an alderman.  In his public and pri-
» vate life Mr. Gordon has made a host of
friends, who recognize in him the many ster-
ling qualities that go to make up a good man
and public-spirited citizen. He is a prominent
member of the Tabernacle Methodist Church,
having been for years presidentof the Epworth
Le!n.gx;o and superintendent of the Sunday
school,
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