
' It's been slightly more than 20 years
since anyone went to 156 Moira St. West in
Belleville to buy groceries.

The family-owned corner store, in oper-
ation since 1913 and one of the last of its
kind in the city, shut its doors for the last
time in the mid-80s. Owners Phyllis and
Alex Burley — most popularly known as
'Alec' — decided to close their decades-olt
business establishment.

The store, originally opened by Phyllis's
parents Paul and Janet Twiddy in 1913,
began offering area customers the most
essential grocery items at the time when
large grocery chains such as Dominion,
Loblaws and A&P were virtually nonexis-
tent.

The Twiddy's was just of the many sim
ilar stores in the area, which included
Wright's and Mrs. Bargman's on Moira
Street alone. In the '40s, however, the
large stores began to cast a shadow over
smaller establishments and would gradual
ly force many of them, in Belleville and in
communities across the country, out of
operation. However, the Twiddy's contin-
ued to survive. When Phyllis Twiddy mar-
ried Alex Burley, the couple took over the
business operation from her parents in th
mid-40s.

One of the Burley's three children, John
recalled living in the house above the stor
with his siblings and helping his parents
in the store even as a six-year-old.

"Whenever someone came in to buy
candies I would give it out to them. I'd
also help sweep the floor, shovel the side-
walk before school and at the end of the
day sweep the floor again. But my parents
made sure we still had a lot of time to
play after all that," he said. In later years,
he graduated to delivering grocery on his
bike to select neighbourhood residents.

The store was located on the main floor
of the house and the family lived upstairs
and in the back area. Burley recalled that
kids in the neighbourhood used to hang
out in their big backyard and played
horseshoe and ball games in summer and
in the winter months, skated and played
hockey on the ice rink that his father had
built. He said his father, store was quite
popular especially with the kids. ,LUC weight want-
ed. At times he'd say something to me for
not cutting it straight," laughed Burley.

Frozen peas were also sold at the store
in later years, he added.

"My uncle owned a freezing plant up in
Toronto. He'd go up there and work dur-
ing the pea season and we'd fill boxes with
hundreds of pounds of fresh peas. Usually
we'd take the orders and when my dad
came back to Belleville people would be
there to meet him and they'd take their
peas home. We never really had to keep
them in storage. The peas used to come in
five pound boxes."

With much amusement he recalled that
his mother used to wrap the ladies, sani-
tary products in brown paper adding that
she probably thought it was not proper to
show the products.

The Twiddy's store was located just
down from the road where the Marchmont
Home once stood on the corner of Yeoman
and Moira streets. Burley recalled his
father tell him of the kids that ho nco^ —
see go up to the Home

"He'd tell them stories and on
Halloween season kids would come in for
candies and he would make them do a
song and dance first. Just little things like
that you know. I remember one kid went
in there for butterscotch candies which
were, I think, three or four for a penny
and he asked my dad what he had to do
for 25 cents worth of candy for nothing.
My dad told him to put the whole thing in
his month, so the kid did and he couldn't
open his mouth," laughed Burley.

The store sold most essential grocery
items, recalled Burley, including meat,
potato and canned goods. Meat was deliv-
ered in big chunks to the store once a
week in a truck and he recalled his father
cutting it up into small pieces when cus-
tomers come in to buy them. Cheese could
be bought in any size as well. It, too, was
cut on the spot for the customers.

"I helped him cut both. My dad always
knew the cheese that I cut because his
would be straight and mine would have an
angle on it. He was very good at cutting it
that if one wanted a pound of cheese, he
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