Richard (Dick) Burrowes’
slogan was, "'Ihey’re cheaper
in the country."

The area east of Bayside
and south of White’s Road isn't
_considered the country now,
but it was in the 1940s when
Burrowes opened his Half Wa
Motors car dealership There.
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*“Never has so much been done for so many Sfor so little.””

DICK BURROWES

CAR AND TRUCK BROKER

JIM ELLIOTT'S STATION
WEST MOIRA AND COLEMAN STS.

BELLEVILLE, ONT.

Dick Burrowes’ business card from the 1940s.

could reach speeds of 192 kmh
(120 mph). Burrowes says he
had the car going 168 kmh
(105 mph) before he ran out of

mistake. They only
made it (that model) that one

year."

Because his dealership was
in the country, Burrowes
would pick up prospective cus-

members a farmer hvi.ng east
of the city who bought a car
from him but couldn’t drive.
Burrowas took the car to the
man's farm and found him

practising on his tractor, He

gave thahuyera 15 minute les-
son on § gears and
handed over the

"'Ihelastlsawhlm he was
making dust around 'the big
pasture field," he says.

To bring customers to his
business Burrowes often ran
promotions. One time he of-
fered a "barrel of gas" with
each sale. The barrel was actu-
ally a 40-gallon metal drum
but ‘barrel’ sounded better.
However, the promotion lasted
longer than Burrowes planned
because he distributed his fly-
ers through post offices as far
Tatar ho otill had o lm
a people
for barrels of gas.

In 1950 a fire destroyed Half
Way Motors and Burrowessold
the lot. He opened the Shan-
nonville Sp ray racetrack
and although he was still deal-
ing with cars, "Honest Dick,
the friend of the working man"
as he once billed himself, was

gone from the auto sales mar-
ket.



