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Bell Engineering Training
School Attracts Students
From All Parts of Canada
Established back in 1959 a

Bell Telephone Engineering
Training School drawing "stu-

| dents" from all across Canada
and from half way across the
world, has been operating with
little public awareness in down-
town Belleville.

At any one time between 40
to 50 telephone engineers will
be attending classes held in
the former Bell manual ex-
change building on Pinnacle
street just north of Bridge.

The ''students" many of
them just out of engineering or
technical schools, are sent to
Belleville by their telephone
company employers and attend
classes for a week before re-
turning to their jobs. As many
as 26 different courses are giv-
en at the training school with
up to five being in sesson at
any one tine.
MANY ASPECTS COVERED

The courses cover all 4«Peicts
of telephone mechanics but
there is strong emphasis on
theoretical sttudy and funda-
mentals as opposed to equip-
ment instruction. The main

, purpose of the training school
is to upgrade engineers and

1 keep them conversant with new
developments.

Many of the engineers tak-
ing the courses are part of the

t Bell organization but other
phone companies from all parts
of Canada also send their en-
gineers to Belleville.

In some instances instruc-
ors from the local school con-
duct courses in other centres
for private phone companies
with about 20 suich field trips
being made so far this year.

This week there are four

I "students" from India and Pak-
istan attending the Bell school ;

| in Belleville. One of them, ;
Amar Chawla, is from New
Delhi, India, but is now work-
ing at Saint John, New Bruns- \
wick.

OPERATED FROM MONT-
REAL

There was a two fold reason
for Bell locating itis engineering
training school in Belleville.

The main reason was that
Belleville is midway between
Toronto and Montreal and
therefore cuts down travelling
time. Actually the school is op-
erated by remote control from
Montreal headquarters.

The second reason for the
Belleville location is that there;
is not the big city night life \
attraction here and the en-
gineers are able to concentrate j
more on their courses.

The classes are held ©bout
ten months of the year from
September to the first of July,
the other two months being
utilized in setting up courses
for the next term.

This year there will be about
1,500 student weeks regis-t'ered
at the school. Some of the en-
gineers might return to Belle-
ville four or five times to take
different courses. The training
school has a staff of 11, includ-
ing 'two secretarial personnel.

And like most other seats of
learning, the Bell school is hav-
ing accomodation problems.

The Pinnacle Street building
has three classs rooms and with *
up to five courses being operat-;
ed at one time, other 'tempor-
ary classroom space has to be
provided,


