
For many Home Children, there was also
disappointment. By contract, wages were
supposed to be put aside in an account-
"minus expenses." Very often, when a child
left their employers' service, they would find
little, if any, in their account. Those "ex-
penses," such as clothing, claimed by the
employer had presumably eaten away any
earnings.

Despite evidence, testimonies, documen-
taries and books, skeptics still refuse to be-
lieve that Britain and Canada could possibly
have taken part in a child migration scheme
such as this. Many are simply unaware; the
topic remains untaught in most schools. In
1999, former Governor General Romeo
LeBlanc called this ignorance "collective
amnesia."

The Lorentes have been working to change
this, mostly at their own expense. HCC has
been their passion in their retirement years.
By writing thousands of letters, lecturing,
consulting and building networks, they have
unlocked closed doors, making it possible for
the Home Children and their families to
obtain precious records—and finally get clo-
sure. In 2002 alone, they wrote 4,418 letters.

In 1998, at the invitation of British PM
Tony Blair, they presented a compelling
brief to a British Parliamentary committee.
They outlined the ordeal of these children
and the "inherited" problems that come with
no "classification." They urged the govern-
ment to claim responsibility, and make
records available.

Unfortunately, some records had been
destroyed, with only fragments of informa-
tion on cardex. However, just like detectives,
the Lorentes have discovered that other
records were merely forgotten, lost in an attic
or basement.

Sometimes it takes years for a Home Child
to steel themselves enough to write to Britain
for their records. Charlie Martin waited four
years to write. After learning of his past
Charlie told Dave, "I'm mad, I'm sad, and I
cried. They lied to me." His mother in Eng-
land had written letters that were never
forwarded to him. The Lorentes explain it
was considered wise in those days to "make
a clean break."

Likewise, siblings were rarely, if ever,
placed together. Nora Overs was 15 in 1923.
Her brother George, who had arrived in
Canada earlier, contributed to her passage,
expecting that she would be placed with
him. She wasn't. It took him two years to find
her working as a domestic in Ottawa.
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FOR EMPLOYER TO RETURN.

Some migrant children, especially those
sent to Australia have considered litigation.
When the members of HCC heard this in
1992, they passed a resolution—their only
resolution, ever—stating: We will not ask for
restitution. We will not ask for retribution.
We will not even ask for an apology. We are
glad to be in Canada. We are proud to call
ourselves Canadians. All we really want is
access to our records.

There are now at least five historical plaques
memorializing these migrant children at sig-
nificant sites in Canada (mostly in Ontario),
each unveiled by a Home Child. Compas-
sionate "open letters" of commendation have
been written by leaders of the federal gov-

ernment, including former-Prime Minister M
Jean Chretien. Sheila Copps, then-Minister
of Canadian Heritage, recognized the Home
Children story was of "official national sig-
nificance. " From Britain, even Princess Diana
lent her voice.

The Lorentes feel such gestures are crucial
to relieving the rejection. Shame is yielding
to hope. The reunions, which grow larger
each time, have done much to heal the
isolation. And, finally, thanks to Dave and
Kay's generous perseverance, the lasting
contributions of Home Children are being
acknowledged.

Originally, the federal government paid
$2 per child and Ontario paid $6, as demand
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