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REPORT
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Regd, and committed to a committee of the whole house on
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WASHINGTON

:

A. & G. WAY, PRINTERS.

1814.





[56]

REPORT.

The committee, to whom was referred the resolution

directing them '* to inquire into the jJresent condi-

tion and disposition of the flags, standards and co-

lors ichich have been taken by the forces of the

United Statesfrom their enemies; and whether it

would be expedient to make any provision in re-

lation to theniy with leave to report by bill or other-

wise."7?

REPORT

:

THAT the collection, preservation and ex-

hibition of such flags, standards and colors as

have been taken by the land and naval forces

of the United States from their enemies, is sanc-

tioned by the practice of European nations, and
more especially by the proceedings of the con-

gress of our revolution. It is believed there can-

not be a difference of opinion on this subject : it is

natural to rejoice at the victories and the glory of our

country. In Europe, the trophies which have been
gained in war, are preserved with uncommon care. As
monuments of national power they have ever been
cherished by all civilized nations. In England they are

highly prized. Not content that they should consti-

tute the ornaments of their military institutions, such
standards are deemed proper subjects for the decora-

tions of the temples which they have consecrated to

the purposes of religious worship ; the sacred cha-

pels, in common with the royal palaces, are the ]>laces

in which are displayed to every subject and tra-
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veller, the 1)anners which the British tbvcee liave won
from their enemies ! It must be recollected, that the

standard of our 4th regiment of infantry, which the

enemy received at the lamentable surrender of De-
troit, was, in haste, conveyed to Europe. Imme-
diately after its arrival in London, the [)ul)lic prints

informed us, that it m as triumphantly displayed in

the council chamber at Whitehall. Such is the Bri-

tish practice.

In France the galleries of JS*otre Dame are blazon-

ed with these splendid trophies. The cliapcl of the

Hotel of the Invalides, is richly embellished, and ex-

hibits, to the numerous visitors, the many standards

which that gigantic power has, at different times, ta-

ken from its enemies.* It affords no common satis-

faction to the disabled tar, or the superannuated sol-

dier, when he informs the inquisitive stranger, that he
gloriously fought in the battle which may have gain-

ed some of them. For the time he forgets his former

sufferings, and his present disabled condition : his

consolation rests upon the poAver and the glory of his

country, so fully demonstrated by the sight of the nu-

merous ensigns which were taken from other nations.

Other instances, in favor of the practice, could

have been furnished; but your committee are per-

suaded, that the order of the illustrious congress of

our revolution, alone, will justify the propositions

which they intend to submit for legislative conside-

ration. As early as the :23d of June, 177^? i^ ^^'^^

** Resolved, that the board of war be directed to col-

lect the standards and colors taken from the enemy,

by the army of the United States, since the com-
mencement of the Mar." Had this order been strict-

ly observed, and somewhat extended, the present

proceedings would be unnecessary. Far from any re-

gulations liaving been adopted, in pursuance of the

* The trophies of war ornament the places of worship ir«

Prussia, Bohemia and Austria.
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recited iTsolution, your commitee lament tlic ppcuUnr

nesjlisrence whicli ensued. The secretary of war now
tells us, that of the standards and colors v inch \vere

taken by the army of the United States, during the

WLT of the revolution, only six remain in his office.

He cannot give any information concerning others;

even their inace of de-posit is unknown to the dppart-

ment / The navy department possesses no know-
ledge cf any flags which were taken " anterior to the

declaration of the present war." Such as have heen

captured, m ith the public armed ships of the enemy,

subsequent to the 18th of June, 1812, " have been

carefully preserved." Tliirteen of them have been

already received, as will more fully appear by the

annexed statement: of these, fAj'^f' belonged to the

heavy frigates of the enemy, viz : the Guerner, Ma-
cedonian and Java. The navy department is also in

possession of a royal standard of Great Britain, wliicli

was taken at York, and a union jack and flag, which
were captured at fort George. The ilags ofjive small

vessels, wiiich were captured, have not been received.

Your committee regret, that t!ie journals of congress

do not exhibit statements of all the standards and
colors which were taken during our revolution by the

army and navy of the United States. The early at-

tention of the legislature to this subject inclines them
to believe they were very numerous. The caj)ture

of earl Cornuallis alone, furnished twenfy-foiir of

them ! In all probal>ility as many were taken with

general Eurgoyne.
By some the exhibitions which are contemplated,

may be considered as too trivial for legislative pro-

vision. Your committee would coincide with thera

in this opinion, did the practice only alford a momen-
tary gratification to the curious. Experience must
have taught European government*, that national be-

nefits were derived from the course which they have
adopted, or it would long since have been discontinu-

ed. It is presumed that essential consequences pro-
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ceed from the praetice, more especially when a nation

shall be engaged in war. Such trophies excite the

spirit oi" a nation : the result is national character.

The arrival of an enemy's flag is sufficient to rouse

the population of London or Paris ! On such occa-

sions the finest national feelings are developed ; and
to the honor of our fellow citizens be it said, they

have not been found to want this species of national

sensibility wiien the flags of the Giierriere, Macedo-
nian and Java, &c. &c. were exhibited to them. It

was indiiferent whether they considered themselves

of the war or of the peace party, each was ambitious

to rank the victor with himself! The national taste

and propensity is strongly marked by the eagerness

with which all view representations of our late un-

paralelled naval victories ! If then the art and ge-

nius of the painter can thus excite our natures, may
we not look for much more, m hen we have the phy-

sical facts placed before us, instead of fancy? These
flags, the trophies won by our gallant tars, demon-
strate to us and the world, that the inrincihilitij of

the British naval power has been very much exag-

gerated. In battle will the recollection of them sus-

tain our sailors and pur soldiers, and impart addi-

tional skill and valor in support of the cause of our

country ! The value of standards does not depend
upon the gaudy colors which they exhibit, no more

than upon the nature of the stufl^" of which they may-

be fabricated. They have been, at all times, regard-

ed as the insignia of fame and ])ower ! Their sur-

render is the act of submission. The last wish of the

proud bearer, is the preservation of his eagle: too

often is the loss of it sealed with the loss of life. In

Europe, where military operations are on a large

scale, though the result of a battle should prove de-

structive to thousands of those who were engaged,

the capture of a single standard constitutes a promi-

nent feature in the details of the action, and adds
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much to the brilliancy of the achievement. Colors

taken from the enemy, were considered a present

worthy the nation, to general Washington, for his

signal services in the capture of earl Cornwallis !

Tlie records of the proceedings of congress, during

the whole of our revolution, mention but hco instances

where this higlily honorable and distinguished mark
of approbation was voted ! In fine, we have declared

the flag shall guarantee the safety of our citizens.

Can a higher value be set upon it? Can we attach

more honor to it ?

It may be asked, what will be the effects of a pub-

lic display of the ilags which have been taken from

our enemies ? This view is considered to be impor-

tant. No one can doubt, that the government and
the people of England would rather we should have

taken millions of their merchandise, than that we
should have it in our power to exhibit the flag of a

single sloop of war, which was gained by equal force.

If the enemy will expose to the view of the British

nation and every traveller who may visit them, the

one or two which they have captured from us, shall

we conceal the many we have taken from them, and
thus lead others to doubt our possessing any? Shall

we permit the numerous trophies of our revolution to

moulder into dust, by a voluntary concealment, witli-

out an effort for their preservation ? If this shall

have happened to the proud monuments of our inde-

pendence, shall the fate of tliose, which are now"

perfect, and which have been so lately won on
our own coast, on that of South America, off the

Azores, on the lakes, in short, in all latitudes where
our tars have come in contact with the enemy, be the

same ? Is not the preservation of these flags a duty

which we owe to the people of the United States ?

Are the acliievements of that srallant little navy. ^\l}ich

a few months ago, was the object of derision with the

statesmen and the people of En2;land. but now the



cause of their fears, to he buried in oMivion ? Shall

we put at rest the inquiry which the glorious deeds of

our sailors have excited in the parliament of Great
Britain? Siiall we, at our expense, approve the la-

boured calculations of tlie enemy ; with lier confound
reason and common sense, and attribute simple truths

to fallacious causes? or shall we give into a practice

so generally cherished by other nations ? Our suc-

cesses on the ocean constitute the pride of our coun-

try ; they have secured to us the respect of foreign

nations. In Europe we again hold tiiat rank which
our ancestors had obtained by their many hard fought

conllicts, whicli we had nearly forfeited. Have we
not accomplished more than did Spain with her '* in-

vincible armadas ;" than did Holland with her De
Witts, Van Tronips, and De Ruyters ; than France
could achieve when she was in the zenith of her naval

power ; than did Great Britain with her Nelsons,

Rodneys, Howes and St. Vincents ? The naval an-

nals of England furnish no instance in which every

vessel belonging to a hostile fleet was captured.

Some may dou])t our possessing a number of stand-

ards sufficient to warrant their public exhibition. Had
we but few of them we should not deny our sanction

to the principle. Your committee regret that special

order had not been taken by congress immediately

after the receipt of the first present of this kind ; we
allude to the colors which were taken by general

Montgomery from the y^^h British regiment, at Cham-
blee, on the ISth of October, 177^- The French
pride themselves on their ability to exhibit the tit'o

which they have taken from our present enemy : for

so lately as tlie year 1800 they had only two of the

naval flags of Great Britain! Though the war and
navy departments can immediately furnish but twenty

or twenty-five of these flags, it is probable the place

of deposit will be ascertained, so as to put within our

power many of those whicli were gained during our
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revolution. Where are those which were won during

our dispute with France in 1798? The same may be

asked of tliose which the defeats of Derne and Tri-

poli should furnish?

The only ol)ject which remains for consideration is,

the place most proper for the exhibition. This should

be public and easy of access, at the same time that it

should be perfectly secure from villainous attempts.

These flags should be placed so as to be seen by
every citizen who might wish to observe them. It will

be of advantage that they should be noticed by every

foreigner who may visit the United States. Can any
objection be made to the spacious national apart-

ments which are devoted to legislative purposes?
What ornaments can be more suitable? Go abroad,

and you may see the walls of the British house of

lords decorated with representations of some of the

celebrated battles which were fought by the troops of

Great Britain. At liome we find the principle already

established by one branch of the legislature of the

United States : in tlie senate chamber we observe en-

gravings of some of the battles of our involution; and
had time allowed tlie execution of the ori2;inal desi2;n

of the architect, the precedent v. ould have had ex-

istence in the chamber of the representatives of the

United States. It was contemplated that the frize,
over the capitals of the Corinthian columns which
sustain the dome, should present, in relievo^ a regtilar

series of the battles v.hicli secured our independence.
Such decorations might gratify the artist, and afford

an opportunity to display his talents; but in a national

view little or no effect would be produced. It musi
be conceded, that much more will be communicated to

the spectator by the display of the captured standards.

No one can pretend that any difference exists ])etweeu
the representations which we have noticed and the

standards which have ])een taken from the enemy,
as will warrant the public exiiibitiou of the one and
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preclude that of the other : these subjects are most
intimately connected and their tendency must be the

same. The public exhibition of tliese trophies is a

tribute due to the very superior skill and valor which,

acliieved them ; the sight of them will bring to recol-

lection every circumstance of cause and effect ; they

will constitute valuable records of illustrious portions

of our history ; they will form a collection of the

proudest monuments to commemorate the brilliant

deeds of a rising natioBo
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COMMITTEE ROOM,

December SS, 1813;

SIR,

The following resolution lias heen adopted by
the house of representatives of the United States,

viz, (here a copy of the original resolution was
transcribed.)

The committee, to whom the above resolution has

been referred, have instructed me to state, that tliey

contemplate the collection, preservation, and public

exhibition of the subjects there embraced. ()n the

2,3d of June, 1778, congress '• Resolved, that the

board of war be directed to collect the standards and
colors taken from the enemy, by the army of the

United States, since the commencement of tiie war."
The committee request such general information as

the navy department can furnish on tliis sidyect. It is

particularly desired to know, wh 'ther any order and
practice have been at any time adopted, under the

resolution of June 23, 1778. The committee are

anxious to ascertain the number of naval ilags which
remain of those that were taken during our revolu-

tionary struggles, their present condition, and man-
ner of preservation. Can the names of tlie captured

vessels to whicii these flags belonged be ascertained,

together with their rates, and the names of tlie victo-

ri us and vanquished commandei-s? The same in-

formation is requested concerning such flags as have

been taken by the forces of the United States during

their dispute with France, in 1798; concerning those

which were gained from Tripoli, and such as havti
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])een taken since the commencement of our present

war with (xreat Britain.

With sentiments of respect,

I have the honor to be, &c.

ADAM SEYBERT, Chairman.
Hon. William Jones,

Secretary of the Navy.

[t4 7wte similar to the above was addressed to the

Secretary of War.^

WAR DEPARTMENT,

January 13, ISl'l.

SIR,

Of the standards and colors taken by the army
of the United States, during the war of the revolu-

tion, six remain in this office. Others, it is under-

stood, were deposited in Philadelpliia while congress

sat in that city. Whether they were, or were not,

brought to this place with the public offices cannot be
ascertained.

I have the honor to be,

With great respect,

Your most obedient servant,

JOHN ARMSTRONG
Hon. Mr. Seybert,

Chairman, &c. &c.

NAVY DEPARTMENT,

January 25, 1814*

SIR,

In reply to the inquiries contained in your let-

ter of the 2'2d ultimo, I have to remark, that the re-
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solution of congress, of the 23d of June^ 1778>
directing the collection of standards and colors taken

from the enemy, appearing to relate to those only
which were taken by the army of the United States,

it is not supposed that " any order and practice have
been, at any time, adopted," in pursuance of that re^

solution, concerning naval trophies of a similar kind.

The records and documents of this department afford

no light respecting such flags as are inquired for by
the committee, anterior to the declaration of the pre-

sent war, nor are there any such flags or standards in

any depository of the department that were taken
prior to this time. Those which have been captured

from the enemy by the public armed vessels of the

United States, and received at this department, since

the 18th of June, i812, have been carefully pre-

served, and are now suspended in the office of the

secretary of the navy, subject to such disposition as

congress may provide for their better security and ex-

hibition. The enclosed paper embraces all the par-

ticulars, in relation to them, within the power of the

department to present to the committee.

I have the honor to be, sir,

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

W. JONEa

The hon. Adam Seybert,

Chairman of the Committecj fcc. &c.







EXHIBIT.

SHEWING the number of naval flags taken from Great Britain since the commencement of the present war, together

with the names of the captured vessels, &c. to which they were attached, their rates, the rates of the capturing

vessels, the date of capture, and the names of the vanquished and victorious commanders.

.Vames of the Vessels

captured.
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