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PRESIDENT's. MESSAGE

Fellow Cilizens of the Senate,
and of the House of Representatives.

Atan early day after the close of the
lastsession of Congréss, an offerwas for-
miilly communicated from his - Imperial

v | Majesty, the Bmperor of Russia, of his
do.|

mediation, as the common friend of the
Ubited States and Great Britain, for
the purpose of facilitating a peace be-
tween them. The high character of
e Bmp lexander being o satisf
tm‘ﬁ' pledge for the sincerity and- impar,
tialiyof. i offo, it wad ienie
i and as . props” of the
sposition on the patt of ‘the U. States
to'meet their adversary in honorable ex-
periments for terminating the war, it
was determined -to avoid intermediate
delay, incident to the distance of the
parties, by a‘deﬁnitivc provision for the

-8

time only can decide. 'That the’ senti-
mentsof G. B towards that Sovereign
will have produced an acceptance of his
offered mediation, must bé presumed.—
That no adequate motives exist ‘to’ pre-
fer a continuance ofthe war with the U.
S.to the terms on which they are wil-
ling to close it is certain. The British
cabinet also must be sensible that with
respect to the important question af -
pressment, on which the war so essen-
tially turns, o search for; or seizure of
British persons or_property on board
neutral vessels on the high seas, is not &
belligerent right derived from the law
of nations ; and it is obvious, that no
visit or search; or use of force, or-any

urpose bwwﬁm«eag,% one- in-
dependent power onihe high seqs; ean
in war or peace be sanctioned- by ‘the
laws orauthority of Gnother power.—
It is equally obvious that for tle purpose.
of preserving to each state its seafaring
members; by excluding thein- frony *the
vessels of the other, the mode heretofore

g 8 hree of
our emineut citizens were acoordingly

Mr Samuel Gardnér Strasburg do.
M. John Bimms, Philade
Editor of the Correspondent Loiusville 'Ky.
M. David Niess Jur. Frankfork do.
Editor of the Delaware ican, Wilm. D.
Editor of the American, Baltimore, = -

M. Foéeph Milligan, Georgetown, Colum.
Mr. Wm. F. Gray, Predericksburg, Va.

Editor of the Virginia Argus, Richmond, do.
Editor of the Intelligencer, Petersburg,
Mr. James O’Connor, Norfplk,

Mr. John Hof, Charleston, 8, C, "

do|
do.

d with the requisite powers
to conclude a treaty of peace, with per
sons clothed with like powers on’ the
part of Great Bfitain. They are autho-

proposed by the United Stales, and now
enacted by them as an article of mumici-
pal policy, cannot for a monient be com-
pared with the mode practiced by G.
Britain; without a conviction of its titlé
to. prefer

rence ; inasmuch as ‘the litter

rised also to enter into such ci

regulations. of the commerce . between

the two countries, as may be matually
d

Editor of the P A
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The two envoys who

P,
,| were inthe United States at the time of|
C. their i

have proceeded to

James Wilson, Esq. P, M.
Oliver_Shead, Lsq.
Josiah Leonard, Orange,
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Blanks ; Books ; Pamfiblets ; Hand-Bills ;
Cards, ¢, with which we 'may be favored,
cither in the English, French, Spanish.or Por.
tuguese languages, will he expeditiously at-
tended to, and on moderate terms, .

Worceste:

!
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N I

&7~ Letters and-Communications for this pa- |

per,;must be forwarded free of postage.

& t:in t.hefr‘ccllcague already at St. Peters-
urg. L 4 5

he envoys have received another
eommission  authorizing them to con-
clude with Russia a treaty of commerce,
with a view to strengthen the amicable
relations, and improve the beneficial in-
tercourse betwween the two conntries.
The issue of this friendly interposition
of the Russian Emperor, and this pacific
manifestation oa tlie part of the U. S

leaves the discr; between the
mariners of the two nations, to- officers
exposed by unavoidable bias, as well as
by a defect of evidence, to a- wrong de-
cision under circumstances precluding,
for the most part, the enforcement of
controlling penalties, & where a wrong
decision; besides the irreparable violal
tion of the ed vights of persons,
might frastrate the plans and profits of
entire voyages ; whereas the mode assa.
med by the United States- guards with
studied fairness and efficacy againist er-
rors in such cases, and avoids the effect
of:casual errors on the safety of naviga-

tion, dnd. the suctess of mercantile expe-
dition, -~



If the reasonableness of expectations,
drawn from these considerations could
guarantee their fuliilment, a just peace
would not be distant:  But it becomes
the wisdom of the National Legislatare
ta keep in mind the true pokiey, or rath-
er the indispensable obligation of adapt-
ing ils measures; to the  sapposition,
that the only course to that happy event
is in the vigorous employment of the re-
sources of war. - And painful as the re-
flection is, this duty is particularly en-
forced by the spirit & manner, in which

[314]

The provisions list made jor filling
the ranks and enlarging the staff of the
army, have had the best effects. It
will be-for the consideration of Con-
gress, whether other provisions depend-
ing on their authority, may not still fur-
ther improve the military- establishment
ard the meansiof defence. -

citizen who représented the - United
States in France, twithout uny special
arrangements by him for such a contin-
gency, has leftas without the expected

1 to his last ications 3 nor

the war.continucs to” be waged by th
enemy, who, uninfluenced by the unva.
ried 'exz'smplés'of humanity set them, are
iadding to-the savage fury of it-on one
_ifronticr, @ system o% plunder and confla-
..gration on’the other, equally 'forbidden
by respect for national character and by
_the established rales of civilized ware-
Aare, 5 : ey
As an encouragement to’ persevering
‘and invigorated exerfionis to bring the
ntest to'a happy result, { have the sa.

ha-;_gjheilfqelnch 'government taken any
measares for bringing the depending
rmegociations to: a cenclusion;through its
representative in the-United States.

"This failare: adds to delays, before so
unreasonably spun eut. - A successor, to
our deceased Minister-has been appoint-
ed, and is ready to proceed on his mis
sion : the course which he will pursue
n fulfilling it is that prescribed by a
|steady regard to the true interests of the

“tisfaction of being able to appeal to the |U. States, which equally avoids an
. aus{)icims ‘progress of our arms, both by |aband of their just d ds, and
.land, and on the water. a connexion of their fortanes with the

In continuation of the brilliant at-
cvements of our infant navy, a signal

systems of other powers,
The. receipts into'the Treasury from

triemph has been gained by Captain
wrence and. his companions in the
“Hornet iy Wil Toyed
British sloopof war, with a celerity so
unexampled and with a slaughter to the
_enemy so disproportionate to the loss in
the Hornet, as to claim for the "conque-
rors the highest praise, and the full re-
compense-provided by Congress in pre-
ceding cases. Qur public ships' of war!
.in,general, as.well-as the private armed
vessels, have continued alsc their activi-
4y and success against the commerce of|
tim; enemy, and by their vigilance and
.address have greatly frustrated the ef-
forts of the hostile squadrons distributed
;along our coasts to intercept them in re-
durning inte. port, and resuming their
eruises. . )
15 'The angmentation of our naval force,}
s authorised at the:last sessionof Con-
.press, :is in progress. On the Lakes
otr superiority is near at hand where it
is not alveady established. -

the 1st of October to the 8lst of March
last, i ding the sums received.on ac

million for the civil, miscellaneous and
diplonratic expences, both foreign and
domestic, and seventeen millions eight
hundred thousand for the military and
naval expenditares including the ships
of war building and to be built, wilt
leave a sum in the treasury at the erd
of the present year, equal to that. on the
first of April’la A part of this sum
may be considered as a resource for de-
fraying any -extraordinary expences al-
ready acthorised by law, beyond the
sums above estimated ; and a further
resource for any “emergency may be
found in the sum of one million of dol-
lars the loan of which to-the United
‘States has been authorised by the state

&

. |of Pennsylvania; but which has net: yel.'

been brought into effect.

The view of our finances, whilst it
shews that due provision has been made
for the expences of the ‘current year,
shews at the same time by the-Timftéd
amount of the actual .revénue, and the
dependence on “loars, ‘the necessity ,of
providing mere adequately. for the 1’\166;‘;
suplies of the treasury. This can best
be done by a well digested system of il
ternal revenae, inaid- of eéxisting sou.
ces 3 which will have the effect, both. of
abridging the amount of nedessary loans;
and on that aceount,as well as by pla-

4

?@m o %%;g ¢ > public credit on a-more satistae-
0ans anttiorized by the aets of the. last basis, “of improving the terms, on
and the preceding sessions of Congress, |which loans ‘may. be . obtained. The

bave amounted to fifteen millions four
hundred and twelve thousand dollars —
The expenditures during the 'same; pe.|
riod amounted to_fifteen millions. niue;
hundred and twenty thensand. - dollaxs.

and left in the “Treasury. on. the 1st of|
April, the sum-of one million-eight han-|
dred and fifty-seven thousand dollars.;
The loan of sixteen millions of dollars
duthorized by the act of the 8th of Fe-
bruary last, has been contracted for.
that sum, more than 2 million of dollars
had been passed into'the Treasary, prior
to the 1st of April, and formed a part of|
the receipts as above stated. The re- |
mainder of that loan, amounting to
near fifteen millions of dollars, with the
sum of five millions of dollars authorized
to be issuedin Treasury Notes,and the

"The events of the. so far as

d receipts from the customs and

they are known to s, furnish matter of
congratulation,  and shew that under a
wise organization;.and efficient direc-
‘ijon, the army is destined to a glory not
Jess_brilliant that which akeadgy— encir-
cles the navy. 'The attackand capture

3 F

nine millions three hundred thousand
dollars, and making in the whole twen-|
ty-nine millions three hundred thousand

ols."to be reeeived during the last nine
months of the present year, will ‘be ne-

Of |1

the sales of public lands amounting to |tr:

loan of sixteen millions was not-contrac-
ted forat aless inferest than_about'seven
and a Halfper cent: + and akhough other:

ses may have had'dn agency, it can-
ot be doubted, that with'the “advantage
of a'more exténded'and Jess: precarious
revenue,a lower rate of interest mig
have® sufficed. A “longer posty
ment of this advaritage could not : fuil to.
have a still greater* mfluence on-fature
loans.

In recommending. to the National
Liegislature this resort to-additional tax-
es, I'feel great satisfaction in the assu.
rance, that our constituents, who have
already displayed so much 'zéal ‘and
firmness in the cause of: théir coun:
try, will cheerfully give ‘every other
proof of their patriotism which it calls
for. Happily no people, with local and
sitory exceptions never to be wholly
/oided; are more able than the people-
of the 0. States, to_spare for the public.
wants a portion of their private means,
whether regard be had'to the. ordinary
pmﬁtls of industry or the ordinary price

of York is, in that quarter, a pry

'y to meet the ady
ized, and. the ts: con-

Jutare and greater victorjes ;
ihe western frontier the issue of ¢
siege.-of Fort Meigs leaves noth

traeted in relation fo the public' debt.—|
ese - engagements amount - duripg,

regretbut & single act of Tnconsideiats
Yalqur,

thatpieriod to ten millions five hondred

of in our country, compared
with those in any other. - And. in no
case conld stronger reasons’ bé left for
yielding: the requisite contributions.——
By. rendering the publie resources cer-

Jthousand- dollars, which with near-oae

tain, and. commensurafe to the public



Potad 1

igencies the

will be able to prosecute the war more
rapidly to its proper issue ; every hostile
hope founded on a calculated failure ot
our resources, will be cat off ; and by
adding to the evidence of bravery and
skill, in combats on “the ocean and on
the'land, an alacrity in supplying the
treasare nccessary to give them _their
fullest effect ; and, thus demonstrating to
the world the public energy which our
political institations combine with-the
personal - liberty dlstinguishing them,
the bestsecurity will be provided against

fature enterprises on- the rights, or the

peace of the nation.;: . «

The contest in 1ohich the U. States
are engaged, appeals for its suppori,
to every motive that can animate an
uncorrupted and * enlightened. people ;
tothé'lové: of country ; to the pride of
liberty ; to an emulation of the glorious
JSounders of their Independence, by a
successful vindication of its wviolated
attributes ; to the gratitude and sym-
pathy which demand security from the
most degmdini wrongs, of a class of
citizens, who-
so worthy the protection of their coun-

* try, by their heroic zeal inais defence ;
und'jgnally, to the sacred obligation of
transmitting entire, to future genera
tions, that precious patrimony of na
#onal rights and’ independence, which
is held in trust_by the present, from
he goodnéss of Divine Providence.

Being aware of the inconveniencies to
whicha protracted session atithis season,
would be liable, I limit the present com-
miunication'to objects of primary impor
tance. In special messages which may,
ensue, regard will be had to the same
consideration.

JAMES MADISON.
Washington, May 25, 1813.

Cdpy of aletter from Gen, Wm. H. Harrison to
the Secretary of War.
Head Quarters, Camfu. Meigs,
N 9th May, 1813.

8ir—T have the honor to inform you
that the cnemy having been several days
making preparation for raising the siege
at this post, accomplished this day’ the
removal of their artillery from the oppo-
site-bank; and-about 12 o’clock left their
encampment below, were soon embark-
edand out of sight: I have the - honor
to-enclose’you an‘agre¢ment eutered in
to between general ‘Proctor and myself
for the discharge of the prisoners of the
Kentucky militia in’ his- possession; .and
for the exchange of the officers-and men
ofthe regular troops which were respec.
tively possessed by us. My anxiety to.
get the Kentacky troops released as ear-

ave proved themselves)

[

ly as possible; induced me to"agree to the
dismission of all the prisoners I had, al-
though there was as many of ours in ge
neral Proctor’s possession. The surpiu-
sage is to be accounted for, and an e-
qual number of ours released from their

arole, whenever the government may
think proper to direct it.

The two actions on this side the river
on the 5th, were infinitely more impor-
tant and more honorable to our arms,
than I had first conceived. -In the sortic
made upon the left flank, . captain Wa-
ring’s company. of the ' 19th: regiment, a
tdetachment of 12 months’ volunteers un-
der major Alexander, and three compa-
nies of Kentucky militia under colonel
Boswell, defeated at least double the
number of Indians and British militia.

Thie sortie on the right was still more
glorious; the British batteries in that di-
rection were défended by the grenadier
and light infantry companies of the 41st
regiment, amounting to 200 effectives
and two companies of militia, flanked
by a host of Indians.” The detachment
sent to attack those consisted of all the
men on daty belonging to the companies
of Crogham and Bradford of the 17th re-
giment, Langham Elliott’s (late Gpa
ham’s) and V%’aring’s of the 19th, about

By

From Major Hukill, acting inspector
general, my aid-de-camp major Gra-
ham, Lt. O’Fallon, who had done the
the duty of assistant adjutant general in
absence of major Adants, and my
volunteer aid-de-camp John Johnson,
esq. I received the most uscful assiste

ance.

I have the honor to enclese you a lis
of the killed and wounded daring the
siege and in the two sorties ; those of
the Jatter were much greater than I had
at first expected.”

‘Want of sleep and exposure to the
continued rains which have fallen al-
most every day for some time past, ren-
ders me incapable of mentioning many
interesting particulars ; amongst others
a most extraordinary proposition of %e~
neral Proctor’s, on_fhe subject of the In.
dians within our boundary—this shall
form the subject of 2 communication to

e made to-morrow or next day, and
for which I will provide a safer convey-
ance than that which carries this. Al
the prisoners and deserters agree in say-
ing that the information given to major

| Stoddard by Ryland, of the British hav-

ing launched a sloop of war this, spring,
is mcorrect, and the most of them sa
that the one_which is now building will
not be launched for many weeks.

eighty of major Al d 3
and a single company of Kentucky mi-
litia under captain Sebry, amounting in
the whole to not, more than 340. Yet
ithe event of the action: was nof 7
ment doubtful, and had not
troops been'covered in their retreat by
their allies, the whole of them would
have been taken, H

It is not possible for troops to behave
better than ours did throughout—all the
ofticers exerted themselves to execute
my orders, and the enemy, who had a
full viéw of gur operations from the op-
posite . shore, declared that they had
never scen so much work performed in
so short a time.

To all the commandants of corps 1
feel particular obligutions. .These were
col. Miller of the 19th infantry, col
Mills of the Ohio militia, major™ Stod-
dard of the artiliery, major Ball of the
dragoons, and major Johnson of the
Kentueky militia. ~Captain Gratiot of
the engincers having been for a long
time much indisposed, thé task of for
tifying this post devolved on captain
Wood. Tt could not have been placed
in better hiinds. .Permit. me to recom-
mend him to the President, and to as.
sure you that any mark of his approba-
tion bestowed on capt. Waod, would be
Highly gratifying to the whole of the
troops who- witnessed his arduous ex-

°
&

ertions.

1 have the honor to be, sir, with great
respect, your humble servant.
WM. HENRY HARRISON.

- [Hon. Jous AnysTnons, -

Secretary of War. -+ .
P. 8.—Captain Price of the regiment
of light ai‘til}:ery, and the 20 regulars,
prisoners with gen, Proctor, were taken
on the N. W. side of the river, with the
Kentucky militia. We had no priso-
ners taken on this side during the siege.

Milledgeville, (Geo) May 12.
GOOD NEWS!

‘We have at length the pleasure of'an-
nouncing to our readers, that” Mobile is
in’ possession of the U. States forces.—

. Wilkinson at the head of a'detach.
ment of U. 8. army entered that place on
the 12th ult. and has issued the follow.
ing proclamation to the inhabitants. We
hope Pensacola and Augustine will soon,
receive a similar visit.

'PROCLAMATION.

Issued by General Wilkinson on the debar-
Kafion of the troops at ’Ance Moville.
To the Inkabitants of the Town of Mokils.

Be not alarmed by appedrances, but
rest” tranquil - within your dwellings,
and: take no part in the scenes which
may ensue the display of the American
standard in your vicinity.
isit. yoo under the order of the Pre.

sident, to enforce the laws of the U. 8,



and Ig;rive effeet to the eivil institutions af|
Rt ississippi territory. L
Toe public faith is pledged for the
proteetion of your persons and propert;
and those which may be disposed-io re.
tire from the place or from the country,
wiil be permitted Lo ot in safety with
their goods aud ehatlels. .

Dane a¢ Camp near the.town of Mobile,

April the 12,10 the year of our Lord
cighteen hyndred and thirteen,
n JAS. WILKINSON,

Copy of a despaich firom Major-Gene.
}:/L Q{Vxl}iuﬂgﬂ, Haurrison 10 the Se-
.eretary at Wyr  dated.Head-Quar-
-der's; Lower Sundusky, My 13,1813,
SIR~Having ascertained that the

enemy (Indians as'well as British) had

entirely-abandoned the neighbourheod
ofthe Rapids, I left the, command of]

Oump-Meigs with Gen. Clay, and came

here Yagt pbight.« It is with the greatest

satisfaclion, I form you, sir, that Ihave
cuery reasan to believe,.that the loss .of
the Kentdcky :froops .in- killed on the
north side of the river does not exceed

sixty. ‘On‘the 10th and 1ith inst. I

caused the ground which was the scene

ofidhe action and its environs to be care-

-examined, and afler the most dili-

5 45 bodies only of cur men

1818

rican regulars (althonghthcy were raw
recruits) and such'men as compose.: the
Pittsburg  Penn. and Petersburg, Va.
Voluntecrs, shonld behave well is not to|
be. wondered at—but that a company
of militia should maintain its ground .a-

ainst four times its numbers, as did

apt. Sebres of the Kentucky, is_truly
astonishing.” " These brave fellows were
at length however  entirely. surrounded
by Indians, and  would haye: been en.
tively cut off, but for the gallantry of L,
Gwynne of the 15th reginaent, who, with
part of Capt. Elliott’s company, charged

the enemy & released the Kentuckians.|

Ienclose yon a list-of the killed and
wounded during the whole siege. . It.is
considerably larger tha I had sapposed
it would be when I last wrote to you—
but it is satisfactory.to know, that they
did notbleed uselessly—but in the couirse
of successful exertions. 'I'he return does
not embrace those who fell on the N. W.
side of the Miami.

You ‘will "also. receive herewith a
monthly retarn of the troops at Cump
Meigs for the last month'; the communi-
cation with the other ports being cut off,
the returns were not received. A copy
of Gen. Clay’s report to me of the man-
ner<of his exécuting my order for the
attack on the enemies’ batteries, is like-

wer vered—amongst them yyas | wise forwayded, by which it will be seen
tholdader of the' detackeient Cil, Did- [ty tops- were_perfeetly .nn-
Iy, N el -the- great facility with: which
tion., Lhaye strong reason to- belicve | they might have been execated - is ap

that a considerable number of the Ken-
tuc‘:kim,s effected their retreat up- the

k 1 the cannon might
xiver to Fort Winchester. Gen. Proctor | have been spiked; the” carriages” cut to{J
id 0ot futrnish ie with a retarn of the | pieces, the inagazine destroyed, and the

prisoners ity his'possession, although re-

tedly promised. His retreat wis as:
precipifate as it’ conid properly be, leav-
g o number ‘of cannon -ball; & new
elegant sling cartiuge for cannon, and
otherValtable articles. - The night be-
forg bis departire,two personsthatwere
employed in the British gun - boats "(A-
ans by birth). deserted to, us. The

ilish the day before their depar
‘ure “inw-high state of dissatisfaction,
rom'(he Joss- which they had sustained

cral_engagements of the 5th,
.nd'the failure of the British in_accom-

dishing thieir promise of taking the post |
+ the Rapids: *From thie account given
? Aliese meny niy-opinion:is - confirmed
ofshe great SuFeriovit of the" eneriy.
which were defeated By ‘oar: Bt
the two. sallies made on'the Bth ingt
That led by Col, Miller did not exceed |
350.men, and it is very centain that th
00 British regalars, 150,

psix.
were spiked, could not have brought one
to bear-upon it. . 8o

them

parent to every individual who ‘witnes. |

ses the-scene. ~Indeed

retreat effected to. the hoats without the/ 7.

loss of a man, as none were killed in ta-
king the batteries, so complete was the

surprize, o
n extensive open plain intervenes
between the river and the hill upon
which the batteries of the enemy were
placed ; this plain was raked by~ four of
our eighteen pounders, a twelve and a
'i‘he enemy, even before their guns

erfectly secired
was their retreat that the 150 men, who
came - off, effected. it without. ldss and
brought off some of the wounded, one of|

The Indians. followed them to the

‘'woods, but dared not enter ‘inte the

plain, g

I am unabte to form
of the enemy’s force. The prisopers va-
ried muchin their accounts ; these who
madé them least, stated the regulars at
550°and militia‘at 800 ; but the numobers
of Xndians were beyond _compari
ter than have ever been broug

49500 Indians, That

ithe field before ;. numbers;arrived after

o the backs of - his comrades. |

a eorrect estimate |

‘the: seige eommenced -1 have-‘cauzéd
their-camps on the south east side of the
riverto.be particulatly examined, and
the general opinion - is, that there.could
nothave:been fewer:on -that. side than
iﬂﬁ,ﬂ\q 1200; they were indeed the effi-

I bave the ‘honor 1o. acl
receipt of yuarfavors of the:1
28th ult. and 4th instant.”

Lam sorry toinform you tl
"Stoddard died:themight.
Rapids, of a lockjaw;

knowledge. the
Atk T8th &
hat M:’:jur-
before T leftthe

great :and unavoidable expos ;
cold.; but.perhaps there never weére so
many.instances of desperate wounds bes -
ing likely to do well,
"The gallant captain Bradford will re-
cover.
I shall go from here: to. Upper. San-
dusky, and .shall take ray" station at Dex
laware or Franklingten untilithe troops
are assembled.’ “Clay, who com-
mands at the Rapids, is 2 man of capaci-
ty and eotirely to be relied on. : -
T have the honor to be, with great res-
pect, Sir, your humble servant.” - - .
. . WM. HENRY HARRISON:
The hon. John Armstrong. - P
Secretary at. War, v

e

of
Sth instant.

L the sicge.
sortles of the.

Wiy
e several

. } 3 do. doi;
of the US. s
‘Tot. Killed 81 tot. wd. 189°tot. kill, & wd: 269
REMARKS, ' e
| Major Staddard and Hukill—tke former
died-of his wounds, the latter slightly
wounded. .

* Sixty-four of the above were killed in
the sorties, and one hundred and tw enty
four wounded; The balance, eighty one,
killed and wounded within ‘the fortified
camp. LON.

: Acting Ass Adj, General

oty of a letter from Gen. Clay to Gen. Ty
5,{73 j(“m[f at {%rl Meigs, I&Ey 13..1813,

Sir——On the 5th inst. about 8 o’clock
A.M. descending the Miami of the Lake -
about midway the Rapids with 1200 of
the Kentucky troops in 18 flat bottomed:
boats, I was met by Capt. Hamilton and.
a subaltern who delivered me: (as he
said) the orders of Major Gen: Harrison
to the following effect. . -

 Wou' must detach. about. 800 men.




from your: brigade, who will land at'a
point Lwill show about one or one and a
* balf miles above the Fort, and I will
conduct them to the British batterics on
the left bank of the river. 'They must
take possession of the enemies cannon,
spike them, cut down the carriages, and
return to their boats.” i

Observing that the British force at
their large batteries was considerable
‘but that theirmain force was at: the. old
ghrrison about 1 1-2 miles beloworr-the
same side of the river ; that: the “Indian
forces were chiefly on the right' bank” of|
theriver: ¢ The balance of the men
under your command must land on the
right bank opposite-the first landing,
and will ﬁghttgeir way through the In-
dians to-the Fort,”. observing that the
route thus to be taken would be shewn
by a subaltern officer there in compapy
with Capt Hamilton,who w vuld land the
Perogue at the point on the nght-bauk,
at-which the hoats would land.”

‘The order of descending the river in
beats - was the same as the order of]
warch.in line of battle in solid- column,
cach officer taking position according to
his rank, - Gol. Dadley, the eldest- colo-
nel, led the yan. .and.in. this: ordér the
river had been descended. --As soon as
Capt. Hanilton had delivered these or-
ders, being it the thirteenth boat froin
the front, I directed him to proceed
immediately to Col. Dadley, and order
him to take the men in the 12 front
Dbeats; and. execute Gen,: Harrison’ =

(U

a landing on the left, we then endeavor-
ed to effect one on the right,even without
a guide ; but before a landing could be
efiected we received a brisk fire from
the enemy on shore, which was retarn-
edand kept up on both sides.. And 1
was inthis unavoidable situation compel-
led to make to Fort Meigs with no other
force than about 50 men on board, (the
other boats being still in the rear) and to
receive the enemy’s fire until we arrived
under the protection of the Fort. ' Col.
Beswell’s’ commidnd (except the men
in my boat) having landed to join Col.
Dudley, were, as 1 have been informed,
ordered by Captain Hamilton imme-
diately to embark and land on the right
hand shore about a mile above the Fort,
and prepared to fight bis way through to
the garrison. | ; 3

“The colonel embarked, landed as he
conceived at the proper point, pursuant
to capt. Hamilton’s order, and was form-
ing-his men in order of battle when he
was met by capt. Shaw and ordered to
march into the garrison, at open order,
the safest route .

‘When wy own boat landed we “were
met by two men who.took the boat as
we understood to bring her under the
protection of the fort batteries. Believing
our baggage to be thus. made safe, we
forbid oar servants to carry any. portion
of it, but lopded them with ball, whic,!n
they bore to - the; Fort: Our ba &

ders.on the lefy bauk ef the river ; and
post his (Capt. Hamilton’s) subaliern on
the right bank to conduct myself: with
the men in the six vear boats to the Fort,
T ordered the five boats in the rear to
fall in a line and follow me. Hjgh winds
& the rapidity of the eurrent drove four
of the rear boats ashore in the attempt]
to follow on according to order, where
they remzined a short time, sufficient
however todetain them half or three
quarters of a mile in the rear, To land
according to order I kept close alon,

the ri ht%mnk until opposite Col. Dud-
ley’s landing. There I fonpd no guide
left to conduct me to the Fort as Capt.
Hamilton had promised. - Ithen made
an aftempt to cross the river to join Col.
Dudley, but from the rapid current on
the falls: I'was' unable to ‘Jand on the
point with him  Being nearly half way
uieross the river, and the waves runnin

too high to risk the boat then driving
down the current sideways—veered a:
bout the boat & rowed the best way we
could to saveour hoat. My aitempt to
cross the river to Col. Dadley-oceasion-
ed all the boats (I presume in the rear

ag
baken, by the 'Iﬁ‘dim% ina
short time after-we left the -boat.
Upon receiving the order of capt. Ha.
milton, I asked ifhe had brought spikes
to spike the enemy’s cannon, to which
he replied he had plenty. .
Tam, Sir, respectfully,
‘Your obedient servant,
. GREEN €LAY Brig. Gen.

His Excellency,

Major Gen, Harrison.

_P. 8. Captain Hamilton on délivering
the orders of Gen. Harrison, observed
that the object of landing & marching a
portion of the troops -on. the right  bank
was to draw the attention of the Indians
and by thus.egaging them' afford an op-
portunity to the garrison to make a sally,
& by a circaitous route surprise & carry
the batteries and canuon ‘of the enemy
below the Fort on the right bank.

G. C. Brig: Gen,
A true copy.
G. CRUG_HAN, A. D C.

©ol. Dudley. ‘Having been defeated in |-
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE—~We, this way,
present our readers with the Message of the
President of the United States, transmitted to .
both hoises of Congress on the 25th instant.
1t willbe highly gratifying to every American,
to learn, that, while no means wilk be left un~
tried torestore tfie blessings 6f peace, no con-
cession dishonorable fo. the nation will be
made.’ On the subject ‘of impressment the
message is distinct and satisfactory.

« A search for orseizure of Bfitish persons, or
Ppropesty on board neutral vessels on the high:
seas, is not (says he) a belligerent right de-
rived from the laws of nations ; and itis ob-
vious, that mo visit or searcli, or use of force, "

ot any purpese on-bpard the véssels of one
independent power on the_high seas, can in
war or peace be sanctioned by the laws or au-
thority of another power.”

1n a national adhereiice to this principle;
the naturaiized: cizizen'has an assurance that
the United States will not prove unfaithful to
the condition on which the former transferred
his allegiance ; and the sailor, who risks his
health and life in every ‘clime and on every
sea, will learn, with satisfaction, that hisrights,
both. in;; waxr and. -peace;will be ‘a: condition;
‘withauty whieh-peace will not be granted t»
the: ungenerous enemy. 'The odious systém”
of certificates of citizenship and foreign licen-"
ces will be abolished on board of Adnerican
ships . the natioual flag-will be the only em-
blem- of @ ‘““FREE TRADE AND &Aixo_x{s’~
RIGHTS. The foreign nation, which will dare-
toinsult. the national fiag, must prepare to re-
ceive castigation from it’s stripes. ¢
On.the’ prospect of peace, the President’”
augurs favourably frem the high chargcter of,
Ithe Emperor Alexander the “ commion friend
of the United States and Great Britain” ; and:
| the disposition of the U. States to meet
thelr adversary in honorable experiiments for
terminating the war” "The &itizens ave how-
ever warned, and justly warned, against plac-
ing too much: confidence in the reasonable ex-.
pectations that might be drawn, from these:
considerations; and it is very properly added’

that * it becomes the iisdom of the National
Legislature to keep in mind the true palicy, or

17" A few files of this papér from the com-
mencement, remain yet unsold; and may be

of me) and which were then out-of hail-
ing distance, to cross over and land with

bad at the subscription. price of .$3. per vol.
payable at the time of subscribing,

rather the obligation of adapt-
ing its measures to the supposition,. that the
only course to'that’ Rappyevent is in the vi-
gorous employment ‘of the’ resources of war.”

“These resources consist in- wen and money
In respect to the former, cven, & this eachy



ably to our many solemn declarations,
we should hasten to follow the *example
of France. Our ministers answered in
a sort of a vague way ; but at any rate,
“hey did not repeal—and in February,
1811, the law went into effect against us.
Our goods "and our vessels were shut
out of the American ports, while those
of France were admitted. - We assert-
- ed, that Napoleon had not repealed his
ecrees.  Auperica asserted that he had,
but we would mot. believe her.
insisted, that she did not know the fact
nearly so well as we did, In short, we
continued $6'refusc to repeal. At last,
the ‘great distresses and - the consequént
complaints of the manufacturers led to
an_enquiry, “at the bat of the house of
<omions, into’ the: effects of the orders.
in - gouneil; -when sach a- mass of evi-
dénee was produced by Mr. Broogham
in " support*of this proposition, that the
mon importati 7 - of _America Wwas
the, pringipal cause ofithose distresses,
#hat the ministers(Percevakbeing. deud)
gave way? and fhe orders were re-
pealed; e [
_This is the plain and true history of
& matter; and T particularly wish
the reader to bear in mind, that our or-
ders, had, up to 'the tooment of Napo-
eal'of his decrees, always been
2 e

3 G COTl

g I “neutrals ; bat,
in our justification, we said, that it was
Jarced upon us by the decrees of the
-enemy. This was our langua,
the moment of Napoleon’s repca%. .Bat,
what says Tord gastlcreagh now 2 So
far from acknowledging  that the orders
in council enforced a violation of any
‘known neutral right, he contends (if the
report of his speech be correct) that they
vrere foanded ori our Known and primi-
tiverights, “The words, as they stand
in the report, are these :—
[ The ordersin cuncil had been a point
‘which considerable difference of opinion in
s country had prevailed, but théy had
‘been-abandoned, not a0 muck on the ground of |
ahiz' country ot having TRE RIGHT, s With
a view. tocommercial expiediency. He rather
wished, however, to wave the renewal of that
branch, of the question, now that the whole
proceedings of governmient were before the
hiduse. "ith rwespect to the main principles
of that system, ministers were still uncltered
in their ofiinion, when the conservation of the

uap to]

. country rendeved it neceasary to- resort fo it

At the tine the meéasure was adopted, such a
system was necessary, riaf only as it Tespect-
ed France. but as connected ,witl;;he soundest

olicy for the general intéreats of the British
fmﬁg& Had it not been-for the/manly resist-
ance given by that measure to the power of
TFrauce, France now would have been as
frigmaphant, in a commercial point of view, as
she:was ‘with respect to the continent.” He
Degged ke ‘might ‘always be considered as an
~admiret of fhat aystzm.”

|right to do the same agawn 5 Ifitbeso;

[30]

Now, I state that the orders in‘coun-
cil themselves, and the papers of our di-
lomatic agents, and the speeches of sir
R’Villiam Scott; almost explicitly ac-
knowledge, that the measure wasto he
justified only on the ground of its being
a.retaliation on. France ; and that, in
the two former, is expressed, his ma-
jesty’s earnest desire to imitate France
m doing away th i

have a right to act thus towards Amve-
rica, whenever we think proper, she be-
ing at peace with us, what can she lose
in the way of trade, what can she’ risk,
in chang’mg that state of peace for 2 state
of wwar £ s 2
T my next, I shall discuss the other
points brought forward in this debate.
WM. COBBETT.

~—This was our language up to’the mo-
ment when tie repeal of the French
decrees was announced fo us.—Our
language has, indeed, since changed ;
:m(%g it-was doring the ‘debates upon Mr.
Brougham’s ' motions, coolly argued,
that the repeal of the orders would make
the Americans the carricrs of the com-
merce of the world. But, though we
have changed our language, is does not
follow that America should change bers.
Shealways contended that by the orders
in council her rights were violated ; she
always contended, that all the seizires
we made under those orders were an-
just; and, of course, she demands in-
demnity for . those immense seizures.—
But is it really so ?_can it be pessible
can the thing be, thut a secretary o1 state
has asserted, in .open parlizment, that
without-any reference to the conduct of
France, and that though the decrees of
N: d ist,, we b i

an the orders in council 3 ‘and;
whenever we think proper, we have a

if this assertion was, made by the minis-
ter for foreign affairs, and if it be meant
to be maintained, then, certainly, the
war with America will be long indeed.
virtue of these orders in council? T will
ive you an imstance. An American
uilt ship, owned by a native Ameri-
can, manned by native Americans,
laden ‘with flour, or any thing else the
rowth of ‘America, and bound from
America to France, or to any other
country named in the orders in council,
was seized on the high seas by any of
our vessels of war, carried into any of]|
our ports, the ship and cargo condemn-
ed, and the-master and his crew turned
on shore to beg or starve, or live and
find “their way home as they could.—
This was done in virtue of the orders in
councit; and, if the Report be correct,
this is what we have a right to .do to-

conservation of the country” calis forit,
that it to say, whenever our government
thinks proper to cause it to be done !
Now, I will not waste my time and that
of the. reader by any discussion upon
maritime and:. nentral rights ; but. will
fjast-ask him this one question; If we

Readari,lwha,t was it thit was done in P

wards neutrals: again,  whenever the]

American Prize-list.

List of Enemy’s “vessels; captured and
déstroge

brought into port o ojed by the
public amdgrivate armed: vessels:of
the United States. i

(CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST): 4 7"
17" The prize brig sent into the Chesapeake
by United States’ brig Argus, was driven
out again by a gale of wind, and re-captur-
od by the Maidstone frigate. We therefore
deduct one number from the general ac-
count, though we think that .10 fier eent,
added, would not embrace all the prizes.ac-.
tually made,.not being ablished.
285. Brig Venus, from B: and London,
10 guns, richly laden with 562 bales of cotton,
fustic, &c. sent intoSavannah by the privateer
Polly of Salem.
* 986, 287, 288, 289, 290, 291, 992, 293, 294
—nine British vessels, sunk, burnt, and des-
troyed by the Patriot of New-York, during &
cruise of 56 days.
295. Packet Townsend, from Falmouth
eavily arymed, captw

for
d by

o=

i o it

and four of her men were killed and several
wounded. ‘The Tom was but_little injured,
and had only two men wounded.

296. Brig Burchall, a packet from Barba-
does for Demarara, with an English commis-
sary and his lady on board, captured by the

igh-Flyer of Baltimore, and sent into that
ort. The High-Flyer has captured a num-
ber of drogers plying between the 1lands—
she released one of them with the commissary
and 72 prisoners, and sent her as a flag
truce into Demarara; and governor Carni-
chael returned a complimentary letter to her
capt. for his kind treatment of them.

297. Brig Criterion, sent into New-York,

298. Schooner Neptune, captured by the
Revenge of Philadelphia, and given up to re- -
lease her prisoners, after the proper formali-
ties. . S

209, Schooner Neptune, with a catgs
salt, oil, fish, &c. seat to Portland, by’ lﬁ%uke;
venge of Salem ; on hét way from the fopmer
to the latter place was wrecked—crew and
cargo- saved.

- 300. Schooner———, driven ashore on the
coast of Nova Scotia, and burnt, by the Re--
venge of Salem.

301. Brig Fancy, sent into Néw-London by
the Joel Barlow, privateer.

302..5loop Nelly and Pamelia, captured by
the Revenge of Philadelphid, was wrecked om
Chincoteague shoals—crew and cargo saved,
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