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SUPPLEMENT
TO VOLUME LXXXIL PART IL

Embell

iew of ELY CATHEDRAL ;

beautift ive
and with a curious Plate of Arms,

Norra-Wesr View or
ELy CATHEDRAL.
HENa proposition was bronght
rward, six ot seven years past,
1y of Autiquaries, by those
swho were superintending the
ion of our Cathedrals, to raise
the anaual subscriptions, in order to
cnable them to proceed with spirit in
the underiaking; some genllemen
present objected to the motion, a
upon_this ground, that * in giving
one Cathedral, you gave them ali;
as there was nol, they maintained,
sufficient varicty in their lines to war..
fait going ou with the engravings.”
Much argument was used on the oc-
aasiou, to prevent the laudable pur-
pose from being carried into cffect.
The matter dropped. But whether
the niajority of niembers were con-
vinced of the propricty of the objec-
tions, or they were not inclined to
make the necessary dishursements, e
canuol, at this linie, take upon us to
ascertaio.  That our Cathedrals,
more immediately in their West
fronts, vary one from the other, is
mostsirikingly manifest. Does Y ork
Cathedral* shew like Lichfield, Lich-
fieldt like Bly 2 No, they are diver-
sified in the most charming and most
angust degree.  Peterborough Ca-
thedral, Lincoln, Durbam, Rochester,
Canterbury, Chichester, Salisbury,
Exeter, &e. how decidedly are
they varied also in their several de-
signs! 1t may, indeed, be aliowed,
that the general plan of each bears a
similar cruciform figure. Still, in the
interior u; ts, a decided change
of bew creations continually appears.
By cousulting the Plate which
forms the Frontispieceto this Volune,
cenurically is a porch of two stories;
on the right, clevation of four
tiers of recesses, bounded by an ocl-
angular turret of ten tiers of ditt
A corresponding show of decorations
“¥York engraved, vol. LXXIX. p. 700,
+ Lichfield Cathedral, vol. LXXX.
Part I1. p. 403.
GeNT, Mac. Suppl, LXXXIL Part II,

A
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on the left iswanting ; and we are not
satisfactorily made to understand whe-
therthe losspracecds from thispart of
thefront having never been carried up,
or whether it was destroyed at some
particular period.  Above the porch
rises in consunmate splendour one of
the mast noble towers we can an;

where witness. The octangular finis|

of the tower, it is conceived, is
a subscquent work, say, of the siz-
teenth century. The three windows
to the second story of the porch,
stopped s, (being so distigured when
the drawing was taken by my friend
J. Carter, 1787,) are in. the plate
restored. Of late, it is said, that ter-
ror of our antient art, Compo, bas
been partially floated over this front,
to give a sort of renovation of the
decayed detail. A Ancmrrzer.

Mr. Ureav, Dec. 24.
HE following elegant tribute «f
respect to Dr. Gosset, from the
masterly pen of the Rev. Stephen.
Weston, is extracted from the new
Edition of Mr. Bowyer's “ Conjectures
on the New Testament;” (see p. 536.)
“ Ad virum amicissimum :
saciun GOSSET,
Sacre Theologi Professorem.
O Flos Ceesare, insulzque nostree !
T cedis nibil optimis patronis;
Non te vincit Apollinaris, ille,
Quem long2 omnibus eruditiorem
Laudat polljce utroque Mastialis.
Sacro in codice flebiles hiatus,
Conclamata loca, improbas salebras
Accingor patiens, inutilesque
Nullos te duce conqueror labores.
Ah, quantum tibi debitum est, amice !
Qui solvam prece, nescio: beatum
Grnat te toga rubra doctiorum ;
0 si purpura presulis supremi !
Mr. Urpax, Dec. 28
N corroboration of the talents and
political abilities of the N obleman
noticed in page*4095 allow meto add,
an extract from Sir Egerton Brydges's
Edjlion of the Peerage, vol. ll.p.’t%s.
«On

S.Wr



602 Marguis of Lansdowne.—Dr. Carr of Hertford, [LXXx(

«On the overthrow of the North
istration in 1782, and the acces-
sion of the Marquis of Rockingham to
the Premiership, Lord Shelburie was
appointed Sceretary of State for the
Foreign Department. The succeeding
death of the Marquis dissolved the union
of a party, whese combined power was
great: Lord Shelburue was appointed
Prime Minister by the King; and Fox,
Burke, and all the Porttand party seced-
ed. ¢ Lord Shelburne,” says Bissct, ¢ was

i al

an of .considerable_polici

ledge, and particularly distingu
and det:
2

for his_minute

e acquaint-
ance with forei |

result.
perhaps lzss fitted for
agemant in o trying an
situation, than
partment, in v hich, from b
“stores, he might have supplied

. Fox was
e doubt, Br
¢, that, what-

ever its chay ¢ht have been in
ather respects, at least would not la
iled in cfiicaey.  Lord Shelbs

bimself to _the
and alter his d
the leader of
but did not

greatly in-

erease the mumtier by his o
influenc

Far from overhearing parcy
ike Chatham, he was not, ike

ther Ministers, propped up by
2 yower conld stand

the strong Co-
i

et
that year, his young friend Pitt over-
threw his successors, it was expected
that Lord Shelburne would have been
at the head of the new government
However, he formed no part of the i
rangement; and all the boon he
ceived from his late coadjutor, was the
ereation of Marquis of Lansdowne,
November 30,1724, He now retired to
a private life;_but, on the breaking out
of the French Revolution, cime forward
again in constant and decisive opposi-
sion to the measures of Administration,
in which he continued to the day of bis
deith; which happened on May 7th,
1805, @t. sixty-eight. s time he
was the oldest General on the list.”
Yours, NS5

* Reign of George 111, vol, 1L, p, 408,

Urzax,
TR JOHN CARR (see

was boru_at Mugglemie )
the county of Durham, His fath
was a farmer, and had a smy)| L
of s own, which the I
sed at his death. He
educated at the vill vews:in:‘tl ﬁz“;
privately by the Rev. Danil yio
s0m, who was then a young may, L
curate of the place s and who g
Bath, Jan. 95, 1804 (vol. LXXI:‘l
P 185.)  Afterwards he was pp 1.
St. Paal's schaol, where he sonfuy g
longer than boys usually do at seh
as his father could not_afford to ynq
him Lo cither of the Universies "
have been told he was once s g
date for the Mastership of St. by
but that the want of a degres we,

fatal Lo his application. T believe f
became usher to Dr. Hurst, who e
master of the Grammar- scho o

nas
Eertford, when he was comparatine
oung 5 and sueceeded him in the s
i which he held for man,
years with the greatest Tespectability
before he retired, which was aboot
trenty years ago. He had a bro.
ther, ‘the Rev. Joseph Carr (I thing
his name was Joseph), who never at.
tained any other preforment thay
that of a corate in Northumberlang,
His death is mentioned two or three
years previous to the Doctor's death,
and I think the notice of it mnst haye
beensent to the Magazineby the Doc.
tor bimself: he was a good schalar,
and a very laborious Divine; but,
from what' I have heard, I fear his
manuscripts are lost.  The d
of a degree of LL.D. was sent to
Dr. Carr, from  Aberdeen, by Dr.
Beatlie, as a compliment for ihe
specimen, of his translation of Lucian,
‘The Epitaph at Hertford, printed
in p. 513, is nearly a literal copy of
one placed by the Doctoria bis ffe-
time in Muggleswick church, Durham,
where his wife was buried, (See vol.
LXXIV. p. 1048.) G.A

Bawriz or bros Heasm,
(See p. 509.)
LOUT half a mile o the North of
the village of Maer is a billcalled
the Byrtic* ; Tound a great part ofthe
sumamit of which bhas been made &
fossand rampart, of ai irregularform,

# In some maps it is termed Burgh
Beuff, ox Brough,
. core
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corcesponding with the figure of the
hill, which may be nearly a mile in
circamference. At the distance of a
nile or wore from and to the North-
west of, the Byrth, is another hill,
which is part of Maer Heath, and is
lled the Camp Hill.  Between
these are two more hills: the one
very near to e Byrth, which is
named the Little Byrths and the
other, which is larger, is called Cop-
Ine. Dr. Plot is of opinion, that a
battle was fought here, about the:
year of our Lord 705, between Osrid
king of Northumberland and Kenred
King of Mercia. He also conjectures
Coplow hill to be the tumulus of
0Osrid, and the Byrth to be a fortifi-
cation or  strong-hold that Keured
had raised agaiust him.” His con-
jectures seem to he grounded chieily
ou a quotation from Henry Hunting-
, viz. “ Osrid vero rex belli in-
fortunio juxta Mere pugnans inter-
fectus esi.”—In taking a view of the
ground on Maer-Heatil, Lhere appears
To'me to be nothing artificial, cxcep!
the two small hills on the Camp Hiil,
.and the foss and rampart round the
Byrth.

A few years ago, Geo. Tollet, esq.
agentleman of learning and an Anti-
quary, the Rev. T. Barlow (sce my
Church Notes from Madeley aid
Betley, vol. LXXIX, pp. 410, 522,)
aud Mr. Poole, of Fiuney Grees, and
other gentlemen, went fo view Maer
Heath, for the purpose of ascertain-
ini whether there were ang barrows.
They dug into those places that had
most resemblance to barrows, but
found nothing like sepalchral re-
mains. Coplow hill is evidently the
work of Nature; andasa public road
bas been made over part of the heath
since the time of Dr. Plot, and
tions made through sume parts of the
bills, in which regular strata appe
Lam inclined to thiak that Oseid was
shain near some other piace called
Mere.

The Byrth and Camp hills were no
doubt the stations of sowe armies in
time past; and asin the contests be-
teces the Tlouses of Yoik and Lan-
casler, the Dbattle between James
Lord Audiey, who fought for King
Heory the Sixth, aud Richard Nevil
Earl of Salisbury, who wus in arms
for the House of York, took place at
Blore Heath, about five or six miles
distant from these stations; 1 shall
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submit a few conjectures of the pro:
bability, that the Barl of ‘Salishury
was posted on the Byrth biil, and *
Lord Audley was encamped on the
Cawp bill previous to the Battle of
Blore Heath.

According to Rapiu's History,
“Lord Audley was eucamped on
Blore Heath uear a_little rivers
Salisbury posted himself on the other
side, as if he meaut to guard the pass,
and hinder bis being aitacked s then
suddenly feigning a fear, he retired
in Lhe night, warehing 50 a

s enemies conld s
my. This retreat, which
seened to be wit ipitation, in-
spiring the Royalists with ardour,
thiey Bogan to pass Lie river in disor-
der, imagising that they had nothing
todo but pursue the ilying enemy.
But, whilst they were i this confo-
sion, some bling over the river,
others in the water, and others ready
to pass, the Earl of Salishury returiie
ed, and fell upon the troops already
over, who ce time to diaw
up. The f ted, however, four
ar five ho beczuse the King's
troops were supporicd by those that
were continually passing.  but as
this could not be done without con-
fusion, the Royal army was at length
put to rout, with the loss of 2500
men. Audley himself was slain, with
all the principal officers 5 amon
whom were, Sir Thomas Dutton, Sir
Joho Duaue, Sir Hugh Venables, Sir
Rich. Molineux, Sir John Leigl, &c.

“ The Cheshire wen were (he
greatest sufferers; who wore that
day little silver swans (the Prince of

e

Waley's badge), which the Queen hat

ordered to be distributed to all the
gentlemen of the country.

« Tisis battle was fought on Sep-
tember 25, 1459, about aie wile
from Dragton in Shropshire, on Blore
Heath, which lies in Staffordshire ;
where, st the head of the river Sow,
astone is set up in memory of James
Lord Audley, thereslain.” :

1t is not to be supposed; that wri-
ters of a general cngagement can enter
so minulely into detatls, s to describe
the precis spot where any particular
river hasits sourcc. And in the burry
and confusion of a battle, several
Lransactions, of subordinate consider-
ation or importance, might be omit-
ted or misrepresented, either from
want of recollcction, or owing to in-

correct
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correct information; while the prin-
cipal manceuvres arc in their leading
points correctly stated. The above
account may, probably, be not ex-
empt from ‘such-like errors. In the
first place, the stone erected to com:
memorate the spot where Lord Aud-
ley was slain, is said to be placed at
the head of the river Sow; which is
Dot striclly correct : it is placed very
mear to one source of that river near
Ashley and Broughton; but _the
brook, by the side of which it is
placed, T was informed by persons
esident in the neighbourhood, flows
into the Tearne, or Tern; which joins
the Severn, and thus takes a dircctly
opposite direction to Lhe Tiver Sow,
which unites with the Treat. It is
.mot improbable that Maer Heath and
Ashley Heath, both of which™ are
mearly in a direct line to Blore Heath,
and at no great distance from each
other, were, three centuries and a
half ago, considered, on account of
the compatatively few inclosures, as
one common, and partof Blore Heath.
The Byrth and Camp hills are about
iwo miles from Whitmore ; which is
very near another head of the river
Sow, which fiows through that place
a “little river.” Indeed none of the
sivers thereabout, nor that by the
side of which the stone commemo-
rating Lord Audley’s death is placed,
can be termed great. It appears
from the above account of the battie,
that the Earl of Salisbury obtained
his victory chiefly by “stratagem,
That he ﬁyrlt attempted to defend
some pass; the context lcads us to
suppose a pass over the little river;
but the rivers are mere brooks. 1i
is not impossible, therefore, that the
pass might be some particular situ
tion in the road, which the armies
must or had travelled.  After the
Barl had made a pretepce of guarding
some pass, he is said to have feigned
a precipilate retreat, and retired in
the night; yet marched so us, at
break of day, his enemy could still
see the rear of his army, Without
making arrogant pretensions to mili-
tary knowledge, I think I may hazard
an opivion, that it is very improbable
thata Geveral at the head of 5000
men could feign a retreat, so as to
induce his enemy, who was twice as
strong, to pursue him in disorder,
from an apprehension Lhat his retreat
Was the effect of fear and a conscious

The Battle of Blore Heath in 1459,
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inferiority ; uiless he had coygy,
to retreat to the distance of ‘1":.‘:::(
five miles.  1f we imagipe 2 hortey
distance, it is probable lhal‘theenr

relirin
night; yol marching 5o as, i[(;,,‘z,i
f day, his rear could be seey |y the
Royalists, if he bad retired ol e
amile or 507 I think wo may by
Justified in supposing, that the (y.
armics first met, or were within gyl
of each other, at the distance of gy
o six miles from the scone of aijoy
No place can be assigned, wherg fo:
were 5o likely to approach cach other,
as somewhere belween the feif ot
battle and Heleigh Castle, the seat of
Lord Audley ; who would, of coursy
think of defending his Castle by ply.
cing his troops between it any (g
encmy.  Heleigh Castle is siggt,
about four miles to the North gfthy
Camp hill; and very near the latter
thereis aroad which leads to Mudeley
and to Heleigh, ~ Also, at the fogt of
the Camp hill, there are, or, previogs
to the late alterations made on the
common by inclosures and cultisy.
tion, there wereto be seen the vestiges
of an old road, which took a Sunih.
ward direction, and passed by the
foot of the Byrth hill, and from
thence towards the village of Maer,
From the latter place is an old rosd
to Ashley, which lies in the direct
way, or uearly so, to Blore Healh,
where the battle was fought, 1tis
not improbable that this track was
the antient road, or ene of the princi.
pal old roads from Heleigh to Diay.
ton. In.which case the Byrth aad
Camp hills may be considered as sae
tions in the direct road betreen He-
icigh Castle and he sceve of action,
However, from the above consiler.
ations, T have indulged an ‘opiior,
that Lord Audley was encamped o
that part of Maer Common called the
Camp Hill; and that the Earl of
Salisbury was posted on_the Byrlh
Hill opposite to Lord Audleys amy,
where he feigned au altempt to guard
the pass : for such the road belween
the Byrth and L
called.  As there
of any skirmish takivg place there,
We may suppose that he manifésted
his intentions of guarding the jasy
and of preventing au aitack by forti-
fying bis situation. Veslvgﬂru"_a
orte

S,
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fortification are to be seen on the
sammit of the Byrth hill. T may
here notice, that on the Camp hill
are two mouinds, once thought to
hase been tumuli; but, when opened,
they contained nothing to support
thatopinion : and they were probably
raised merely for stations of observa-
tion. Now, as there exists no tradi-
tion of avy arms having been found,
or sepulchral remiains discovered, 1
conclade, that it is not improbable
that the two above-named Generals
were posted as already observed ;
and when the Barl abaudoued his po-
sition, and  feigued a fear,” we ma,
supposc that he would retreat a few
miles, say five or six, which is about
the distance from the Byrth hill to
where the battle was decided. The
stone,comme:norating the spot where
Lord Audley was slain, is now to be
“seen in an inclosed field adjoining the
public raad from Drayton in Shrop-
shire to Newcastle-under-Line, about
two miles distant from Drayton. It
is a plain_cross about 4% feet high,
10 inches broad, aud 8 inches thick 5
the trausverse part may be about 20
inches in length: it is fixed on a pe-
destal 3 fect high, so that the height
from the ground is about T} feet.
On the North side of the pedestal is
the following inscription :
 On this spot
was fought the battle of
Blore Heath
in 145

rd Audley,
who commanded for the side of Lan-

was defeated and shain.
To perpetuate the mewory
of the Action and the Place,
this ancient monument
was repaired in

1765,

at the charge of the Lord of the Manor,
Charles Boothby Skrymsher.’”

The above cross is within a few
yards of a brook, which probably the
Earl of Salishury passed; and when
part of Lord Audley's troops were
over, and others crossing in confu-
sion, the Rarl returned, attacked, and

obtained his victory.
Query.—Is it improbable that the
Dattle,alluded to by Dr. Plot, between
stid and Keared, was fought near
Mere or Mereton in the parish of
Forton, near that fine lake which
ornamels the seat of Sir Jobn Fen-

The Batile ¢f Blore Heath in 1459,
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ton Boughey, bart. and is called Aqua-
Jate Meer? Thata battle has been
fought near to that place, there can
be no doubt; although there might
exist a difference «f opinion between
wham.  Dr. Plot writes thus:

“The Romans bad some action
about Willbrighton, as appeass from
a raised work at Morton near there
to; and which seems to be of their
fashion. The lacge Meer, that Iyes
just below it, had its name of A qualat
(quasi aqua lata) from them ;. and the
banls, on the N. N. E._side of it, the
name of Anc’s Hills, from some Ro-
maa Captain that lay upon them,
whose name, orat least prznomen,
perhaps wight be fncus.. Not to
‘mention, that all these are in or near
to the parish of Forton, and that there
is a village not far off also cailed
Warton 5 which are both thought to
derive their names from such ac-
tions ¥.”

In reading these remarks of Dr.
Plot, he scems to me to have relied
much, if not solely, on conjecture,
aud with appearance of doubi.

The Rev. Mr. Shaw, iu his oblig-
ing answers to my queries (sce vol.
LXXI p. 229.) relative to the battle
fought near Aqualate, and other par-
ticalars, adopts Dr. Plot's conjecures,
and further notices the proximity of

batlle haviug been fought in the
neighbourhoad.” He further adds s
“r. Plot, ‘in his Natural History,
&c. of the County, p. 395, says, that
Aqualate, being 4 Roman’ name,
shews that their armies lay some.
time thercabout.”  (See p. 281a.)
In speaking of Tortou he says, © For-
ton was at the Conguest included in
the manor of Mere or Mereton,
which derives its name from the
neighbouring large pool or lake,”
te.- If the manor and place derived
its name from the luke, we may sup-
pose that the lake had the name of
Mere at the time of, and before the
Conquest.  Mr. Shaw also says that
« Aqualate-hall was first erected by
Sir Thos. Skrymsher, knt. who died
in 1633 +. This hali,” as Mr. S. ob-

# Plot, ch.x. §G6.

+ This Sir Thos. Skrymsher married
Ann Sneyde, alady of the same respect-
able family as the preseat Sneyd fanily

o
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serves,  was afterwards the much-
improved seat of the Baldwyns;”
and I may add, it is now_the still
shore improved seat of Sir J. F.
Bougley; who, a few years ago, took
down part of the old hall, and builta
‘magnificent mansion, wherein hie now
resides, enjoying a large fortune, with,
wirtues that adora his rank.

Can any of Mr. Urbur’s readers
snform e, if Aqualate-hall was built
upon the site of any olher anticnt
Building ? and whetlier in_the more
antient maps or books of Anliquities
Bcualate s named? In a map of
Stafordshire i Camdews Brilanuia
it is not named ; and Camden wrote
prior to Dr. Piot. Althongh a Ro-
man name, it might have been given
by Sir Thos. Skrymsherss in the same
manner as Etruria, 2 Roman name,
wasgiven by the late Mr. Wedgwood
1o his seat, extensive works, and to a
street built by him for his workmen,
méar to Newcastle - under- Line. If
Etymology may be aditted as a
basis of probable conjecture (and it
upon which Dr. Plot has
made his asserlions), then the names
of the adjoining places will favour an
opinion, that the baltle was fought
Dy the Saxons ; for, unl i
tionary misleads me, Mol
ton, Winswell, Sutton, Norbury, if
not Forton and Oulton, are Saxon
names. Nearfo the last place (as I
have before observed in your Mis-
cellany), about 12 years ago, some
antient’ arms were dug out of the

round, and fell into the hands of the
ate Richard Whitworth, esq. of
Batchacre; which afford much siron-
gerevidence of an action ha
tought near there, Lhan the ¢
gy of words.

As far as the tradition about bul-
lets having been found in the trees is
worthy of notice, it wiil bring the
batile’to a much later date than a
Roman or Saxon engrgement, be-
cause gunpowder was not invented
1ill 1350. Bat the plautations about
Ane’s hills have nol the appearance
«f great antiquity; and I believe the:
were made in the time of the Skrym-
shers or the Baldwyns: Lesides, @ few

ymolo-

of Keel; in which pa
following entry:
gent. and Ann Sney
3¢ 15° Septe’ 1555

g2

b
gent. were mard,
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bullets might have been lojgey ;
few  trees” from various aceijon}
causes.  Howover, all is ot
conjecture; and 1 leave the subj b
to be determined by those pp
deeper versed inantiquarias Ly o
liave aceess to bctlﬁr libraries thay |
ossess, if any sac ink i
Sort their e “houll thia
Yours, &e. Wi Sy,
P.8. In looking over th
A o e
LXXXL Partii. page 110 by 1 gy
Serve an omission, which arose fray
ignorance of the regularity and g
ralion of h donations, and Witich
1beg you will here allow me o .

ply.” The poor of Keel are st t-
debted to Colonel Sneyd and E:Li’;&“
of Koel Hall v

, for many favg
Every weck during their resions
seven sheeps’ heads and plucks are
cooked and distributed amongst 55
many poor, with a liberal allowance
of soup, and a large loaf of breay,
ball is killed every Christmas, ad
the beef, &c. given to them s and
besides olher favours, a limited pum.
ber of the danghters of the poor are
regularly, both on week-days and
Sundays, educated and clothed af the
expence of the Hon. Mrs. Sueyd;
than whom no Lady cau be more de.
sirous of causing 10 be instilled jnty
the minds of’ the poor and ignorant
suilable principles of religion and
uty.

g these particulars, I
need ot ofter any apology to your
Readers, because it is usual with To-
pographiess to bestow proper marks
of respect on the charitable decds of
the living ; and, as is observed by
p. Gibison, in his Preface fo Cane
dew’s Britauuia, it is but an act of
Justice * to fet posterily see that the
present age had its sha
and henourable accon
1t may, however, be proper forme
to apologize for the length of my
letters; which may be Uiought by
some to_occupy too many of your
pages. I must, therefore, plead in
excuse, tiatas no one, in your ova
opinion (who have the best infor-
niation on such subjects, sec p. 59}
is likely to continue Mr. Shaw's i
tory of Staflordshire
that the Gentleman’s Magazi
become a very suitable




partIL.] Countess of Winct 1

P. 1

et vehicle of communicating such in-
Tligence as is vsually contained in
County Histories, for a few parishes,
by any individual who makes Topo-
graphy an occasional amuscment.
Yours, &c. W. s.

—

Mr. U

Dec.
the nm valumeuﬂiwsSewwrd’
Poctical Works, edited by Walter
Scott, exq. there are some ‘extracts
made from her lilerary correspond-
In one of these, p. 79, she
meations having received great de-
Jight from an Ode which her mother
was accustoined to recite Lo her in
her childhood s but that she never
could learn the author of it, having
heard it from one who was ot pos-
f literary curiosity enough to
ire its origin. As there T o
yoto upon m Subject, it is probable
is also unacquainted
In looking over a

with the aulh or.
volume of old poems lately. 1 disco-
vered it inserted amongst them, and
ascribed to Anne, Countess of Win-
chelsea, who lived in the reign of
Queen Anne.

The second stanza is thus printed in

ks

Miss Seward’s Works :
«How pleasing the world's prospect lies;
How tempting to look through !
Pamassus to the Poet’s eyes,
Nor Beauty, with  surprize,
an more inviting shew.

But in the volume I have meation-

ed, itisiuserted in the following man-

 How pleasing theworld's prospect ies;
How tempting to look through !
Not Canaan to the Propiet’s eyes,
Nor Py:gah, wlk h
Can more

Miss Seward’s version certainly pos-
sesses more poctical beauty, though
perbaps the latier one is most correct.
The Ode in general i isvery excellent,
and is written in th style of chaste
simplicily whie o pecaliar to
the Poets in the reign ul Anue.

Yours, & J.

H.R.

Southwell, Dec. 8.
perusing the l\p]vcudm Lo Lord
Byron’s ¢ Harold,” first
edition, [ perceivehis Lurdshlp ‘makes
the fnlluwmv remark oa the conclud-
ing word of a Romaic version of a
scene from Goldoni s

. Mr. Unpax,
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« KAI SONETAIL  and finishes "—
awkwardly enough: but it is the literal
translation of the Romaie.”

Upon referring to Goldoni, (La
Bottega del CallS, Act 2, Scene 23,)
I find the corresponding Italian ex-
pression is ““si salva,” saves himself,
or escapes. 1f the Romaic will npt
bear the above interpretation, it

probable that ZONETATI is a
npovmpm ersor for TQZETAIL,
auscient Greek at least, pre~

cxsc.y corresponds with the ltaliat—
T submit the above conjecture to his
consideralion, and remain
Yours, &. G

Mr. Uenaw, Market Rasen, Dec.2.
lb« a late volume of the St. Peters-
burg ‘Transactions, the “ Acta
Petropolitana,” is a curions, and it
must be o very interesting memoir,
by N. Orelskowski, on an_ electrical
hznomenon, which he calls a pre-
ternatural oue. L am so situated,
that cvery attempt Lo procure {he
volume has been in vain, nor have I
everbeen able to oblain any informa-
tion on the nature of a phznomenon
which he distinguishes by 5o extraor-
dinary an epithet. I caunot suppose
but the volume containing it has
reached this country, and is well
nown to many init. - Now, Sir, as it
doces not seem to fall out of the line
of your plan, to give sufficieatly de-
tailed accounts of Lhe pursuiis of
learned aud scientific men; will
you allow me to solicit you will
Speedity have the goodness to give, if
not the whole of this memoir, yet at
least a sufficiently detailed extract of
itas to allow the Readers of your
useful  Miscellany to form a “just
judgment of it.

In a recent Publication, the illus-
trious Benjaruin Franklin, LL.D.isac-
cused of a plagiarism with respect to

s beautiful parable on Toleration.
1 xsma e took it from Bp. Taylor's
y of Prophesying.” Some-
‘what mdwnant at this insinuation, I
bought the work, and very often
sought it through and through, but
really found not o sylisble iu it that
could justify such a charge. Is it,
then, to be regarded as a pitiful poli-
tical mauceuvre to blacken the cha-
racter of one of the_most illustrious
of literary names? Y ours, &c,

H. Honasox, M.D. & LL. D.
Mr.
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Mr.Unmaw, 77 Clperhamplon,

HATEVER may serve to clu-

cidate the language, I hope
o will have no objeelion to insert
in your Miscellany. And first, of the
unaccented u. Aud here let the ear
Dbe cultivated, and let the speaker d
tinguish the unaccented syllable by
the sound of the vowel. Tn the words
ciracy and dccuracy for example,
the difference in the sound of u in
each word, when rightly prouounced,
is evident; though noted both alike in
the Prononneing Dictionary. Let u

in the latter word be pronounced like
2 in the former, and the impropeiely
will appear.

In like wanver, the u in substdntial
has not so full a sound, when rightly
pronouaced, as the u in sidstance’s
though noted both al o the Pro-

cing Dictionary.

Thus, Mr. Urban, has the Reader
ihe true sound of every long and
short % in the language, whether a
cented or not, open or shut.

< Those, therefore, who wish to pro-
nounce elegantly, must be particularly
attentive to the unaccented vowels; as
a neat pronunciation of these forims one
of the greatest beauties of speaking."—
WALKER, 179.

Of 2 2nd o in my next.

Yours, &c. J. Sxarr.
Mr. Ureax, Nozv. 17.

MONG the many comforts to be

derived from the late abundant
harvest, which it hath pleased God to
bestow on this favoured Nation, there
is a most important and consolatory
one, which 1 have not seen noticed,
though comprising the most comfort.
able reflections. You will doubtless
have frequently heard, Mr. Urban,
during the course of the past Sum:
mer, the most gloomy presages ex-
pressed by numerous and not inle-
Tested or ill-disposed persons, of the
probable insufliciency or failure of
the forth-coming harvest, from the
unusual wetness and coolness of the
stason. That we had more rain than
usual, and less sun than was generally
theught to be absolutely requsite to
ripen the corn, is undoubted. Yet,
under these apparent discouraging
circumstances, when have wi
harvest superior both in quantity and
quality to the one just got in? Gught

[LXXXH
we not then to be doubly grager;
thal Providence, who hah el to
furnished us with sach gheelly
But with proofs of the ity
(0110 use a harsher worgy by e

x i
way to despondenc ;g
appenrances. ¥ under siniy

Allow me to troubl .
e you wif
few words on’ the ngossiyenl! &
wrilers, and on the difforeny o, o
which things will appear Lo ¢;

persons.  In a book fately et
my hands, entitled « Omuianas |10

svoidably siruck )
the secuind volume.

! me, page 20, wh
Ve rise 10 the abovs raflynh
Under thoarticle, « Sir G
rege;” & there is a
severe condemmation of
of langua

Y an article iy

clions,
eorge Ethe.
‘[Iolﬂlﬁd and
he
Janguize, and indelicacy of o
action, of wxny of our old Comegi.
yet, strange to'tell, the Author, gt .
Couclusion of it, Tntroduccs 5 e
from “ Love in a Tub,” with th.
bighest  culogium_on the exquisiy
wit and humour of it; which yo cor.
ains the wost gross and offengn
words which the French langusy
contains.  Yours,&. R, b §
Caution touching Bequests Jor Chg.
ritable Purposes.

AIr. Traay, Nov. s,

ERMIT me to suggest a canticn
™ of no small importance to Pyl
lic Charities; an inattention to which
has more than once proved a soures
of great disappointment: itis, o take
care, in the wording of beguests for
charitable purposes, that money so.
exred on morigage be added to the
usual exceptions out of the testators
personal cstate; for it is equally in.
applicable to that object as  lind,»
ot “ money charged on land,” or 1o
be laid out in fand,” by the legal con-

uction put on the statute of mort-
main. 1 will minute below the con-
mon clause in wills, as sugzested by
ll?!_lsl of the charitable iustitutions of
this country in their publications,with
the cautionary addition  proposed,
which wili betler exemplify my mean-
ing: G.W.

“1 give and bequeath to [kere state
the eliaritable use] the sum of £ — ster-
ling, to e paid vut of such part only of
my personal estate as shall not consist
of chattels real, or money charged, or
secured on mortgage of lauds or tene-
ments,”

oy
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parTIL1
ON ARMORIES, No. II.
(See Part 1. p. 230

« Apour this time did many Gentle-
smen begin to bare armes, by borrowing.
from their Lord’s armes of whom they
JBeld in fee, or to whom they were most.
gevoted. So whereas the Earle of Ches-

bare Garbes, or wheat-sheafes, many.

/Gentlemen of that country tooke wheat-

sheafes. Wheras the old Earles of War-

icke bare Chequy Or, and Azurea Che-
eron Exmin, many thereabouts tooke

“Ermin and Chequy. Tn Leicestershire

and the countrey confining, divers bare

Cinquefoyles, for that the ancient Earles

of Leicester bare Gueles and a Lion pas-

sant Or in a Canton of thesecond; many

Gentlemen thereabout took the same in

different colours and charges in the
Canton.

«Hubert de Burgo, Earle of Kent,who
bare for his armes in a shield, Gules
seven Lozenges vaire, 3, 3, 1. granted
Tands to Anselme de Guise, in the coun-
es of Buckingham and Gloucester,
¥ (Plate IL. fig. 1)

«The said Anselmus de Gezise bare the
same Coate with a Canton Or, charged
with a Maullet of sixe poynts pierced
Sable.

«The ancient family of Hardres, in
Kent, beares Gules, a Lyon rampant,
Ermine, debrused with a Cheveron Or,
(fig. 2) denoting that they held their said
Maror of Hardres by Knight's service
ofthe Castle of Tuibridge in Kent, which
was the ancient Seigniory of the Clares,
Earles of Gloucester, who did beare for
their-armes in a Field Or, 3 Cheverons
Gules, (fig. 3.) and the Lord Stafford
bare Or a Cheveron Gules, that was after
Lord of the same place:

 This great family of the Clares being
resident, for the most part, at the Castle
of Tunbridge in Kent, to which they had
a Liberty called Lowy, containing three
miles every way from the centre, answer-
able to that which belonged to the Seig-
niory of Bryony in Normandy, which
they exchanged for this here (as writeth

emeticensis), gave occasion to many of
the auncientest families in Kent, to take
up Coates, alluding to the Lords of Tun-

_bridge. (g 3.)
«Simon de Abrincis, Albrane, or dver-
{imges, (for by all these names he is writ-
ten in records) Lord of Folkstone, and
‘one of those eight Barons, ‘to_eacl
whom many Knights’ fees were as-
signed in defence of Dover Castle, and
each of them to maintaine a Tower
there, gave Or 5 Cheverons Gules.

. 4)

“Hee was imitated by Euering or
Euering, that held a Knight's fee of him,
by changing the Cheverons into Azure.

um.ml‘; Suppl, LXXXIL PArTTL
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_« And Robert de Hougham, who was
his next-door neighbour, bare, n allusion.
to him, the same charge, but differing in
colours, viz. in a Field Argent, 5 Cheve-
rons Sables. *

“ Ralph de Curva Spina, or. Crey-
thorne, descended from an ancestor well
Ianded in Kent, in the 20 of Witliam the
Conquerour, bare, in_imitation of the
former charge, Azare, 5 Cheverons, O,
a Labell of 5 poynts Gulss,

“Then Cryoll or Keryell; the great
landed man of Kent, hie bare Or, 2 Che..
verons, and a Canton Gules. (fig. 5.)
And in'imitation of him, Sic Robert of
Rumney, (fig.6). Sit Robert Orlanston,
of Orlanston, (fig. 7). And Howdloy
of Bellerikey, (fig. 8). Thesaid Bertram
of Cryoll was Lord of Ostenhanger; and
those that know that country, know that
all these before-mentioned, inhabited in
the same Lath of Shepwey.

“ At the other side of Kent, the Lord
Leybourne, of Leybourne
great man. Sir Roger Leybourne was a
great agent in the Barons’ warres, and
William was a Parliamentarie Baron in
the time of King Edward the First,

ig. 9.

“Sir Rolert de Sherland, of Sherland,
in Shepey, Lord Warden of the Cingue.
Ports, the female heire of which family
being married to_ Cheyney, which is the
Coate of Skerland, they many ages bore
this Coate in the first place, (fig. 10).

“ Sir Richard Rockisley, of Rockisley,
in Kent, from whose heire generall the
Lord Marquesse of Winchester is de-
scended, bare the Lord Leybourne's Coate.
with a Fesse Gules.

« William Kirkhy, of Horton Kirkly,
in Kent, not many miles from Zeybourne
Castle, bare the same Coate with a Can-
ton and Mullet, and is quartered by the
Stonards, of Stomard, in Oxfordshire,
who - married the heire generall of

Kirldy.

“The Family of the Culepepers,of Kent,
as it is one of the most numerous fami-
Ties, for I have noted, at one time, there
were twelve Knights and Baronets alive
of this house_together, 5o certainly it
is reckoned of as much antiquity and
good allyance as any Family in that
tract. They bare for: their armes, Ar-
gent a Bend ingreyled Gules. " (fg. 1)

< Halden, of Halden, in the parish of
Rolvinden, in Kent, whose beire generall
wis marryed jnto the Guildfares Family,
bare the same Coate, with a Cheif
Sables.
< And one of the name of Malmanis,
in Kent, bare Argent a Bend ingreyled

Parple.
“The Lord Sey was 2 Baron of ample
possessions at Birfinge,in Kent, and very
many other places from thence to Dept-
ord,
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Jford, where Say's Court that came from

the Lord Magminet by his heire gene-
Yall, gave Quarterly Or and Gules.

« Peckham, of Pectlam and Yaldlam,
bare it in Chief. (ig. 12)

« Parrock, of Parrock, neere Graves-
end, bare it as in fig. 13.

« And Saint Nicholas, of Saint Nicho-
las, in Thanet, came as neere as could be
to that of Peckham (fig. 19), so that wee
conceive they were at first all one family,
lse some question would in so many

ring the

granting of armes

« Touching the a
Farles, and passing of

from some great F
Coates from one pri
ther, some. pres

v
ents non-impertinent
to this subject are here inserted, which
were all efore the reduction of the He-
ralds dinder one regulation.”

« Humfry Count de Staff et de Perche
seiggr de Tunbrigg et de Caux & tous
ceux qui cestes presentes lettres verront
ou orront Salutes. Saches que nous consi-
derans les merites que deyvent estre at-
tribues a toutes personnes issues de bone
Tieu et excersantez bones meures et ver-

es, enx conduisantes termis d'oneur
et gentilise yeelle, a consideration a nous
amove d'augmenter en honneur et no-
blesse noble bome Robert Whitgreve et
Tay avoir donne et donons per icestes
presentes pour memory d'onnens perpe-
tuell au portre ses Arnics ensigne de No-
blesse un esive de Azure 2 quatre points
&0r quatre Cheveron de Gules, et luy de

artire as autres persones nobles de son
Tinage en descent aveeques les differ-
ences de descent au dit blazon et pour
de tout armoyer ct revestire son dit
blazon et en honneur le reparer arous
avecque celuy ordeine et attribuz helme
et timbre, cest asscavoyr e belme en
‘mantle de bloy furrey dérmines au unnes
coronneun demy Antaloppe d'Or; et pos
ceste nostre lectre patente de dit doune
verifier, en tesmoigue la nous fait seeler
du seele de nos properes armes, le xiij.
jour d'August I'an du reigne le Roy H.
Sisme puis le conquest vieesme! (/i
14).

<A tous ceux que ceste presente lettre
verrent ou orront Thowas Grendale de
Fenton cosyn et heira Johan Beaumeys
iadys de Santre Salutz en Diev. Come
les” Aarmes dancestrye du dit Johan
apres le jour de son moriant soient par
1oy et droit deritage a moy eschaietz com
2 son proschien heir du son Jinage, Sa-
etz moy lavant dit Thomas avoir
dounee et grantee par yeestes, les en-
tiers, avantdites armes, oue leur appur-
tenantz a William Moigue Chivaler,

On Avmories, No. 11,
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quelles armes cestascavoir
oue une crois dasure oe eipgye Lt

Por en le erois, A avoir et tong 1o
avantdites armes oue leur appurtensy “
au dit Monsieur William a nor por®
assignes a ous jours. sk

e quelle chose a cestez ol
ay mis mon saels. Dom 3 encls
Vintseconde jour de Novemis
regne le Roy Richard Seconde

e (i 15, .
0uz ceux que ces lef

et orront Roberte debiorlé momneny 10
Tande Salut en Dieu. Saches moi s
dowee et grante a mon bon ames Ruper
de Corb}"‘ et a ces heires les A;
me sont descenduz per vere de Heri
apres L doces Monte Betdnioe ol
nuires, cestascavoir d'argent oue ey,
ticr engraile de Sable, avoir et portrey
tirement les armes susdits au Gt Rop
de Corby et ses heires a tout jours sug
impechment ou challenge du oy ou de
wmes heires au dit Robert de Corly es
ces heires les armes avant dites n g
qae en nous est enuers touts hoger
touzioures gasranterons ; en_tesmoi.
nance de quel chose a cestes mes Ity
overtees ais mis mon seale,  Dom gy
Chasteau de Rismige le jour de a Tif.
nit le sisme jour de January ln iy
xaigue Edvard tres tiers puls e Con
'Engleterre 22, et de France neoffisme”

ie. 16. p

Noverint universi per prasentes ne

Jocinasn vaper uxorem Williehni Lee
de Nightley domivam et rectam b

dem de Kuightley dedisse, concessiss t
lite prassenti carti me& confirmase Ri
cards Peshale flio Humfvidi Pesials
Seutum Armorum meorum habend, et
tenend. ac portand. et utend, ubicunge
voluerit sibi et heered. suis iniperpetuun,
Ita quod nee ego nee aliquis alius nouiue
meoaliquod jus vel clameum seu calunp-
niam in pradicto seuto habere potuer-
mus, sed per prsentes sumus exclsi
imperpetaun.  In evjus rei testimonian

hare.

sigillum  meum  apposui.  Dat. apui
Knightley ercurii prox. post fet
Pasche, Anno regui regis Hemid

i post conquestum quarto decino.”
¢ Jehan Fitz, frere ct uncle au Roy,
Duc de Bedford, Conte de Richmond et
de Kendall, et Connestable & Angleterre
a nostre trescher cousin Jeban Ducde
Northfolk Mareschall &’ Angleterre Saluz.
Nous vous mandons et chargeons qut
vous facez arrestre et venir devant nows
ou nostre Lieutenant, a Westminster,als
quinsime du Saint Hillari. prochain
venant, William Clopton_de Conte d¢
Suff. Esquicr, pour adonques respondre
devant nous ou nostre Lieutenant en la
Courte de Chivalree, a Robert Eland

Esgiep
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equier du Counte de Nicholl, de ce que
le dit Robert adongues luy surmetira
par voie darmes, tochant ce quil faux-
ment ¢t umnm oneste et gentilesse
darmes, ad mis puu:z- le secl de ses
armes & un iy st it as down
ages du dit Robert de C. Z et plus, a ce
quil did. Remandantz par devers nous a
d\qnm,uu»v1Lns\tvm:treluMnkmrn(,tuut
ulz

¢ Sciaut rsentes et futuri quod
o Thancs do Cronesme Sl dedi bone

bic prasenti cartd med confir-
m'\\l Willielmo (,I‘I}A(ht consanguineo
meo A ey et Jus cadens gorcidi
que lamreditario descenderunt,
Tend. &f tenend. predicta Avan mie
etjus eadem-gerendi praefato #illichmo
beredibus et assignacis suis, absque T
chwatione mei_vel haredum meorum
imperpetuun. Et ego pradictus Tlansas
et haredes mei pravdicti Arma et jus
eadem gerendi prasfato J¥illiclmo e
dibus zt assignatis suis contra owmnes
gentes warrautizabimus imperpetuam.
T cojus rei testimonium presenti carte
mez sigillum meum apposui. Dat. apud
Hergast in festo carporis Clrist, Auuo
regui regis Henrici Quarti post cou-
questum undecimo.”

7\flr.Ur.u\ Dec.
i following observmum un lhc
new Register Books, wi
ctof Parliament passed in the fivd
ession, have been transmilted to tlu:
Clergy by the King’s Priater, will,
trust, find admittance.
Y ours, &c. P.R.M.P.V.
The preamble of the Act states
lhc necessily of amending the manver
andform of keeping and of pres
egi utenofﬂar\hsms, Marriages, and.
il csty’s subjects in the
several paris m and places in England,
&c.; and it Uien enacts, that these Re-
gisters shall be kept in books of
parclment, or of good and_durable
Papera--Now it has always beeo wy
opinion, that parchment is of a more
durable nature than paper even of the
bestkind. 1 believe that was the opi-
nion of our ancestors; as [ have never
scen an old register-baok (and 1 have
seen mueny in my lime) that was not
made of parchment.  Why do law-
yers use parchment in their decds, cx-
cept on account of its durability ? Now
the Register-hooks which have been
sent by the King’s Printer lo e

=
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Clergy are all made of paper, which
will certainly perish much sooner than
parchment.

2. The sccond clause directs the
King's Printer to transnit the books
to the Ministers of the different pa-
rishes.—I have no observation to
make on this clause, exceptto express
my surprize at the latter part of it,
where it is said that the books sa \Il be

of paper, unless required to be of
parchment by the Churchwardens ;
whereas all former Register-books
were of parchment.

3. luthethird clause itis enacted,
thatevery Baptism, whether public ot
private,istobeentered in theRegister-
book.—N aw by Private Baptismihave
always urderstood Lo be weant, pr
vate baptism as directed by the Ru-
brick to the baptismal office to e ad-
ministered to infants, in cases of sick-
ness, when it would be dangerous Lo
theirhealth to take them totheChurch,
This, | think, is likely to give encou-
ragement Lo parents to abstain from,
cau)mg tieir children to the Church
to be publicly baptized at the Toot in

the face of the congregation. 1 know
many Clergymen who never euter Ly
names of hildren in U

urch.
4. The fourth clause I do not un-
derstand. I have never known the
Burial Scrvice tobe performed by any
yman in any other place than i
Parish Chucch, or Chureh- yald.
As to the Cerlificale to be givea by
e other parish, who
may pecform tie ceremony foc his
fricnd who probably may be called,
by unavoidable business, Lo a dxinn:
partof the kingdor w, in lhat
case, can the Certificate be sent to
him the sawe, or even the next day
and how cun bic enter itin the Register
n the seven days specified in the
mrt.mu)rrclms
The provision made for the preser-
vation of the Registers iu an iron
chest, is cortainiy an excelleat one.
can be kept in o place so well as
in the Clergyman's house, where re-
sident (and there ouglit Lo be a resi-
deot minister in every parish.) Many
Churches are extremely damp; tie
wriling would soon be »cd, and the
books would fall to pie
To the sixth, sevt.uth elghth, and
ninth clauses there appears to be no
objectivn.
The

vg
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Theteath clauseisby no means lear.
Places extra-parochial adjoin anum-
ber of different_parishes, so that the
baptisms or burials may be hereafter
to'be searched for in many Register
books of different parishes. 1 do not
know what is meant by burialsin any
place, according to the Rites of the
Established Church, where there is no
chureh or chapel. I know that bap-
tisms are administered in private
houses often, and I think very impro-

erly.
¥ leu: eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth,
fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, se.
venteenth, eighteenth, ninetéenth, and
twentieth clauses, require nothing to
be said.

Objections 1o the Schedules.

1. Baptisms.—There does not ap-
pear to me to be sufficient room in
the columns_for writing long names,
particularly if the person should have
two or three Christian names. The
‘maiden name of the mother should be
expressed ; but there is no column left
for it in the new Registers. Why
should it be stated who performed the
ceremony ? as this is always supposed
1o be done by the Minister of the
parish. i

2. In the Schedule for Marriages,
whyis it necessary to state  with cono
sent of parents or guardians” when
bolh parties are of age? “This is onl
necessary where one or both are mi.
nors. In the new books there is no
Register for Banns: this is a very
great defect.

3. What is intended by  Abode:”
Tn country parishes there is no distine-
tion of places of abode, except the ge-
neral one of the town, village, or ham-
let. How much better it would have
been to insert the Maiden name of a
wife, or widow, or mother of a child !
Upon the whole, 1 think the plan pro-
posed by the Rev. Mr. Partridge,
the Vicar of Boston, in the cousty of
Lincoln, and stated by him to be used
there, a much better one than that
sanctioned by Parliament.

I cannot avoid taking this opportu-
nity of hinting at the advantages
which I think would accrue to that
excellent Society, the Society for pro-
motiog Christian Knowledge, if the
members of it would allow new Sub-
scribers to pay a smaller sum anuu-
ally than 12.15. or 21. at admission, as

[LXXx],
incomes ¢,
subscribe by
. hope this i
strict-societies n fh,

small, would cheerful]
cannot afford it. |
the case in the dj;
country.

many Clergymen, whoge
Y

e
Mr. Unsax, 2
s 2 10,

HE Clergy, having noyo "]
T Parih Reginay vl
Wll_h the Act of Parli:

their privileges have b
their” convenience sa,
think that the most
of their rights and of
have no reason for complaint. The
have likewisean opportunity of forn.
g an opinion, whether the seyers]
Provisions of the Act are calculatgg
to obtain the object of it: ang, nijy
Jyour permission, I will state 3 fey
remarks which bave just noy o
curred to me.

Amendments new come 0o late;
yet 1 cannot help observing, that 31
additional thread might have beey
added to the clue of research. 1 wogld
have suggested a further nolice in the
Register of Baptisms, namely, the
Place where the parents of the ehilg
were married. This information, it
s presumed, no parent would wi.
hold. The utility of such an entry is
obvious. 'If, v the Berkeley cae,
the eldest son had been born under
wedlock, and his baptism thos regiy
tered, his claim to the Peerage might
have been established at once, by
pursuing the reference.

The form of registering the Mar.
riage, by Licence, of persons under
age, “ Were married by licence,
wilh consent of parents or guardians,”
though enjoined by the Marriage Ac,
is exceptionable. 1_object to i, as
being unnecessary and embarrassing
—unnecessary, because consent isa
question only between tie Py a
Klying for a licence, and the persan

aving authority to grant it—the li
cence is, Lo the officiating minister,
both a warrant and a mandate o pro-
ceed;—embarrassing, as in the follow.
ing cases of frequent occurrence: A
young couple (one or both of whom
are under age), impelled more bypas-
sion than prudence, have determined
to venture on a matrimonial experi-
ment. Their parents disapprove ﬁf

]

ecu invaded, or
crificed ; and |
tenacious, hoty
their ease, cap
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it, and signify, that lhonghA they shall
not interpose their authority fo pre.
vent the marriage, they shall withhold
their sanction. over, whose
blindness of passion has diffused itself
somewliat to_his conscience, thinks,
that as this does not amount to an
absolute prohibition, he is warranted
in cumylying with the affidavit re-
quired for obtaining a licence. Ru.
mour has made the officiating Clergy-
man acquaiuted with these circme
stances; but, not having received any
formal dissent, can he refuse to pro.
ceed with the solemnization of the
marriage 2 and at the same time,
aware of the probability that it has
Dot received the positive sanction of
parents, can he positively declare it
tobe with their consent?—Again; the
parties are of age: here the Mini.
ster has no notice to insert in th,
blank. Now, in_succeeding years,
hen it will be unknown whether the
parties had attained the age of twenty-
oue or not, he’ will appear, by the
hiatus, to have refused compliance
- with the required form; and some
doubt, likewise, will hang over the
marriage, whether it was not solemn..
ized without consent. The declara-
tion of consent has been of late years
omitted (whether warrantably ornot)
in most of the printed forms; and [
wish it had now been discontinued by
authority.

The sixth section of the Act con-
tains the form, in which the Minister
shall verify the annual copies to be
transmitted to the Registrar of the
Diocese, in conclusion of which there
is a deficiency of grammatical accu.
racy—syet to this error every Clergy-
man must annually subscribe.

The eighteenth section directs the

ion of all such Fines and Pe-
nalties as shall be levied in pursuance
of the Act; yet the Act no where
expresses the amount of the fine, nor
describes the offence by which it may
beincurred. This,surely, is an over-
sight. The offence is undefined; the
Ppunishment unlimited !

If Parochial Registers are deemed
of such importance, that « they shall
be kept in a dry, well-painted iron
chest,” they ought surely to have
been bound ‘in the strongest manuer,
and printed on something more dura-
ble Slnn paper. I kuow that the Act
allows Churchwardens to require that
the books may be of parchment; but

8o choice was given them — paper
books were at once transmitted. Their
exteriorisstill more reprehensible. So
unfinished is my copy, that even the
edges of the leaves remain uncut; and,
instead of good rough calf, they are
covered with parchwent of  vile qua.
lity.  Further, they are so loosely
fastened to the hoards, that my Re-
gister of Baptisms, which is calcalated
to serve forabout forty years, requires
even now to be opencd with caution s
and before half that period is expired,
must be committed to the hands of a
bookbinder, whatever may be the risk.
of accident or interpolation,

Yours, &. A Cornism Curars.

—

Mr. Uxzax, Dec. 11.

N the new Parish Register Books,

which have been lazeﬁ transmitted
by the King’s Printer to the several
Parishes, the Schedule for Marriages
contains the words, By Consent
namely, Parent or Guardians, Isif
then the meaning of the Legislature,
that every Minor, married by Banns,
should have the consent of his or her
parent or guardians? or, is such con.
seat supposed to be implied, when ng
impediment is alleged, and therefore
to be inserted in the Schedule? or, do
the words refer only to the Marriage
of Minors by Licence 2

Perhaps some of your Correspond-
ents may be able to inform me, on
good authority, for what purpose the
words « By consent of ” were inserted
in the Marriage Schedule. I believe
different opinions are entertained by
Clergymen on the subject. W, W,
—

Mr. Ursax, Dec. 13.

HERE can be no doubt but a
Clergyman is fully justified in
refusing to read the same service for
an unmarried woman, which the Ru-
brick has prescribed for a married Wos
man. To prove this, you need only
compare the Rubrick at the end of thy
Service forthe « Thanksgiving of Wo-
mea after Childbirth,” with the Ru-
brick at the beginning of the « Order
for the Administration of the Holy
Communion ;” and then you will sex
that the Service is plainly intended to
be read for a married ‘woman, and a
married woman onZy. For the Ru
brick at the end of theService for the
« Churchiog of Women,” says, « If
there be a communion, it is conve-
nient
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pient that the woman that cometh to
give her thanks, should receive the
Holy Communion ;" whereas the
Rubrick at the beginning of the ¢ Or-
der for the administration of the
Holy Communion” forbids the Curate
to administer the Sacrameut to any
that is an open and notorious evil
Tiver ; and surelyaWoman who comes
o return thanks for her safe delivery
of a Bastard child, must be considered
as an evil liver—and her very coming
10 return her public thanks i this
manner must make her an open and
notorious_evil liver, whereby the
congregation is offended.  As to con-
sidering her coming as a prouf of her

he achnowledges the,
nicated to him by a a’:r:;:::':m,,'
Church of England. ¢y

Mr. Unax, Dec
VVHm the news came m:"(h,
'V country, that the Lordy hag
rejected the Geoeral Inclosaro b
gieat dejection pervaded the peoply-
which cannot be wondered 3t yhes
Dbeing then 12.925. per bushel; but, pyy
that it s vuderstood that it wag on|
sent back to the Commons for amem!
ment, it git"u me great pleasurety
commun e to you the j
comniu you'the joy thaf hay
Aud, indeed,

et Urban, persons of

itnever canbe id
ed then; for it is time, and time ouly,
hat can prove the sincerity of her re-
pentance,if it be sincere, and she leads
a godly life afterwards. But it more
frequently happens, I believe, that the
first breach of chastity is followed by
another the next year, if the same
importunity aud opportunity oceur.

owever, though 1 would not read
the same service for her as for a mar-
vied woman, yet I would by no means
discourage her coming to return
thanksin another way ; namely, this:
—Before the minister begins Lo read
the public thanksgiving, * Almighty
God, Father of ail Mercies,” let him
say, “ A person of this congregation,
having received a great merey from
God, desires to rcturn her public
thanks for the same;” and then read
these words * particularly to her who
desires now to offer up her praisesan
thanksgivings for thy late mercies
vouchsafed unto her.”

This, I am informed, is the custom-
ary way in Suffolk, and in many other
countiess and certainly a very proper
distinction is hereby made between
the churching of a married aud an
unmarried Woman: and 1 hope this
distinction will be universally adopted,
after the publicity thus given in your
Magazive. LERICTS.

a

Mr. Ureay, Tower.
TAKE leave to correctan error of
the Correspondent, p. 514, who

communicated the valuable observa-
tions on the prevailing custom of visit-
ing on Sundays, and who ascribes them
to Dr. Samuel Jobnson. They were
originally published at the end of a
volume of Meditatiohs, by the Rev.
Mr. Turner, in the preface to which

much higher i allzinments
and far greater means to stang thy
pressure of the times, must fecl very
anxious for the passing of this Agf
Were it ouly don o tie extent of 5
proposal of Archdeacon Plymley, it
would do a great deal, and the goo.
uess of the Legislature be immeduatdy
felt. 'Ihat proposal was, that al
Commons, under six huudred acres
shouid have this benefit—such as o
never likely to have a Private Acts
but nothing short of a general fuclp.
sure Act will lotally remove the af.
fliction. The proceedings of Parlia.
nent itself make this entirely mani.
fest; for, in the Report of the Sugar
Distillery Cownmitiee of the Housé of
Commons, April 13, 1508, it was
shewn, that (without the aid of Ire
land) the extent of our annual de-
pendence on foreign supplies s, on
an average, not short of 1,500,000
quarters of corn.  Now if we reckon
this at ony ten shillings per bushel, it
vill make six miliions a-year paid out
of the country for corn.  When itis
cousidered how our specie is, by indic
rect methods, carried abroad, aud this
sum isadded therete, the circumstance
is really an alarming one. The very
fine harvest of last summer, aud the
present excessive dearness of grain,
are an urgent plea for the measure,
1 bowever feel much cheered by the
intentions of Goverament s and am,
Yours, &c. BexmvoLUs.

Me. Unpax, Dec. 15,
A LTHOUGH ot past theweriin
of my age, 1 perceive a great
change 10" have taken place in the
minds aud sentiments of my contem-
poraries, within the period of my ob-
servation. I reember the good o
lime
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time when schemes of innovation were
shunned with abhorrence—when old
arrangements were held sacred—when
the cheerful smile of contentment ir-
radiated_every countenance, and the
voice of murmur and repining was
uoheard. Is this-the case at present?
Is there not visible a love of change?
aqueralous spirit of discontent? an
impatient desire of rising in the world,
and of soaring above the condition
which Providence had assigned? This
rage for distinclion is_coutagions.
The evil hath spread itself widely.
Few persons in the middle elass of
society have escaped its poison. The
Farmer is ambitious of becoming a
Country Esquire. 'The Tradesman
hopes to amass wealth, which may
rival the splendour of the Merchant:
and even the lean Curate aspires to
the sleek obesity of the Pluralist.
Thus contentrent is now a rare virtue.
The Curate, indeed, has the singular
merit_of having long withstood the
call of ambition: he has, till lately, hid
bis wants in respectful
the mania_has at last scized these
children of passive obedience ; a new
and unexpected ardour has succeeded
to their long apathy; and they scem
resolved to compensate for their past
inaclivity, by extraordinary exertions.
Tu one month not less than two zeal-
ous champions have wielded their
ens in vindicating their canse: not
ess than two spirited commumications,
upon the subject of their depressed
and miserable condition, have .ap-
peared in your number for October.
In these epistles the co-operation of
the whole body is invoked: they are
exhorted to rémain no longer silent
under their misery; they are stimu-
Jated to give publicity to their griev-
ances, and to descend, undaunted, into
the controversial arena,
Ttis with regret that 1 view these
unequivocal indications of a dissatis-
, and consequently-of an unevan-
gelical, spirit. ~ It is under a serious
apprehension of the injurious cffects
that may result to the cause of Christ-
ianity in general, from the dominion
of a worldly attachment in those who
are required to be exempt from this
passion, that I present my humble re-
monstrance. 1t is with the hope of
contributing towards the suspension
of hostilities, that 1 offer my media-
tion. Happy shall I deem myself, i
my benevolent and conciliatory la-

bours shall be found deserving of a
place in your Miscellany: happier
still, if they shall lead to a pacification
among parties who ought te be united
in the strictest bonds of reciprocal
amity and brotherly affection.

The subject naturally divides itself
into two heads of inquiry :—

1. What is the present salary of sti~
pendiary Curates 2

2. What ought to be the amount of it ?

The first question is already deter-
mined to my hand by your Corre-
spondent who subscribes himself < 4
Poor Curate.” He states the number
of Curates iu England and Wales to
be 8,694, whosc services are remune-
rated by the trifling sum of 76,9071
on au average of about 201 each,
earningfor their employers 2,993,040
anoually. The corréctness of this
caleulafion may, pechaps, be doubted.
The average of the annual pay of a
Curate at 201, per annum must strike
the reader with surprize. 1 am in-
clined to think it greater—perhaps.
double. This uncertainty, however,
will not affect the observations which
I shall offer. ' The only assumption I
shall make, the only thing I shall take.
for granted is, the insufficiency of the
present salary of stipendiary Curates.

is is a fact acknowleged on all
sides. The ooly question, then, at
issue is, Whether this insufficiency
oughtto remain? The best mode of
rightly determining this question is,

to inquire.

1. What is the work appointed to sti-
pendiary Curates?

2. What is that particular condition of
Tife best adapted to the successful per-
formance of this work ?

The work appointed to stipendiary
Curates is the same with that which
is appointed to Rectors and Viears, if
the former have received full orders.
‘With respect to spiritual capabilities,
they all are equal’; they differ ouly as
to temporalitics. In cases of non-
residence, the stipendiary Curate, who
has been ordained Priest, performs
every professional duty.
nisters the sacraments, and preaches
the Gospel, expounding the doctrines,
and inculcating the precepts, of Christ
ianity. Both these tend to humble
the pride of man. Among the latter
we are to rank meckness, temperance,
self-denial, charity, mortification of
every sensual appetite,anda. :onlemp;

; o
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of the pomps and vanities of this
world. The question is, What is that
external cunJition of life, which is
best adapled to the exercise of the
holy office of inculcating these essen-
1ial duties of the Gospel ? Isil a state
of comparative splendour? or, is it a
state of comparative indigence? I
think there cannot exist a doubt,
which of these Lwo states wonld prove
most successful, caleris paribus, in
the diffusion of the humiliating prin-
ciples of Christianity. A state of af-
fluence js incompatible with the cha-
racter of a disinterested Preacher of
the Gospel. The thirst after prefer-
ment, which increases in proportion
as it is gralified, contributes, more
than any other cause, to sink the cle-
rical character in the estimation of
the publick,and to frustrate every ex-
ertion in the cause of virtue and reli-
ion. With what propriety can a
uxurivus Pluralist, who adds be-
nefice to benefice, recommend to
his parishioners the excellence of con-
teniment, the benefit of despising the
good things of this world, and the
uti of setting their affections on
things above? With what consistency
can a Preacher of the Gospel, who re-
sides in a palace, and lolls in a cha-
riot, exhort to a conformity to the
lowly example of his great Master,
who' travelled on foot through the
villages of Juda, and had not a house
where to lay his head? To such
preachers will it not scoffingly be re-
torted by the people, “ Physician,
heal thyself.” Conscious that such
must necessarily be the effect pro-
duced by their preaching, they pru-
dently abstain from an office, for
which opulence and splendour are ob-
vious disqualifications. Unwilling to
invite a comparison with the humble
description given by the Gospel of a
Christian minister, they depute the
task of preaching to thir stipendiary
Curates. Sensible of the general re-
pugnauce to _clerical honours and
Tiches, these right reverend, and very
reverend, and reverend employers of
urates, are resolved that no such
imputation shall fall upon their hum-
ble representatives, whose labours
they remunerate with insufficient and
Snadequate salaries, and thereby fit
them for preaching the Gospel to the
oor. i
The propriety and wisdom. of this
arrangement cannot be too much ad«

mired. 1t gives to officiating iy,
an opportanity of diplayt, e
nius of Christianity, and e, rac,
in their lives, the duties whiny o
lips recommend, It assimilates mm
fortune to the condition of ther 60
Master, and of his immediate "
ers: it exempls them from the
bility of mixing in the various fie
tions of the age, and consequent) g
o ree o ol
gives authority to their instroet.
Tt cnabies thém to exhibit g fiyn:
picture of the refincd morality of ?)11
ospels Lo inculcate, withoat {1,
suffusion of a blush, a conformity (y
its severer injunctions ; and to uznl
the same rugged. voad which the
oint out to others. It isto lhiul’.
utary arrangement, and to the jnde.
fatigable exertions of these poor and
laborious dispensers of the divine
mysteries, that we are indebted for 3
true knowledge of the genius of
Christianity, and for that small por.
tion of ;‘xyahmcltled] morality and reli.
ion which still lingers i
Bl worlg, * ger i degae
Misjudging people have im
the indigent and d%prew.d conbion
of stipendiary Curates to the avarice
of their_emploers, and to_the negli.
gent indifference of their Diocesans:
but thisis an erroneous and unfounded
charge. The insufficiency of their
salaries is the effect of a thorough
conviction of the necessity and expe-
diency of that regulation. Affluent
Ministers are improper and inconsist-
ent teachers of the humiliating doc-
trines and duties of Christianity.
The meanness of a despised Crass
recoils from the splendour of ecclesi-
astical dignities. The religion of the
Towly Jesus can be propagated only by
those who are lowly. The presest
remuneration of stipendiary Curates
is, therefore, such as the nature of the
thing requires—the result of the
purest motives—the effect of the
most _benevolent intentions, wiscly
calculated to accomplish the great
end and object of Christianity, by
erucifying the present world, with its
affections and lusts. e pect-
niary compensation which stipendiary
Curates receive for their labours be
viewed in its tre lights when it is
considered as correspondent and com-
mensurate to the outward state
condition in which the teachers of
Ghristianity are described in the Gn]l-
e
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pel,and as absolutely necessary to the
successful discharge of the daties of
the clerical function,—the sentiments
of the publick respeeting the pro-
riety of this arrangement will un-
f’mgo a favoursble change. He,
who before exhausted the topicks of
commiseration,and emplied the quiver
of calumny, will testify his readiness
to retract his unmerited censures, and
ascribe to a wise and meritorious re-
gulation the just tribute of praisc and
commendation. But, above all, the
stipendiary Curates will be conciliated,
the projected warfare suspended, and
a firm union and friendship cemented
between them and their employers.

I had thus far, Mr. Urban, finished
my letter, when a particular friend,
whom I had not seen for years, burst
into my 2partment with the freedom of
anold acquaintance, and requested the
favour of pariicipating in the subject
of my meditations. being under ob-
ligations to this gentleman, who helds
a place under the present Administra-
tion, I delivercd into his hands this
wiiting, which, after a little time, he
retarned in silence.  On a sudden he
exclaimed, * A happy thought! a
fortuvate incident! I will immedi-
ately lay it before the Chancetlor of
the Exchequer. It will form a conso-
Jatory part of his Ways and Means.
As the State is about fo abolish sine-
cures, the Church cannot but follow
the noble and patriotic example. It
appears that the sum of S0Z or 407 per
annum is 2 sufficient salary for per-
forming the religious duty of a Parish
Church. This is the priceaffixed by the
Clergy themselves, who must beaflow-
edtobe mostcompetent judges in this
case. The surplas, therefore, amount-
ing to the sum of 2,928,0407, annual-
ly, shall and must be at the disposal of
Government. At a lime when the
objects of taxation are exhausled,
how acceptable will be this revenue,
Lanticipate the pleasure with which
this expedient will be received by

T, V- % Saying this, he left
me, not more surprized by his man-
ner than by his matter.

ours, &c. Pacirrearon.

Mr. Unzax, s:ralt/mz Cornzwall,
UR attention was called, p. 430,
by J. B. C. to what he is pleased
1o denominate a new species of Onion.
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Now the onion he_describes is very
common in this neighbourhood, and
is here called the Pofatoe-Onion, from
ils growing under ground, and requir-
ing 1o be carthed up.

This ovion is very inferior both in
mildness and flavour to the large
White Onion; and,  should imagive,
would not be cultivated, it it were not
for its coming earlier than any other
species. It ivalso very productive.

The staple commodity of this pa-
rish was formerly garlick, onions, and
garden-seeds. Sec old Carew's Sur-
vey of Cornwall.

. A friend of mine has red onions, of

a very high flavour; they may be
kept for alonger time than any other
sort with which I am acquaioted.
They produce bulbs at the bottom,
aud seeds at the top. The bulbs or
offsets will grow under or upon the
surface of the earth. This onion is
admirably calculated for long sea
voyages, on account of its durability.
Two “or three of these onions were
shipwrecked on this coast a few years
since. The vessel which was wrécked
came from some part of America.

Since your Correspondent wishes
the Potatoc-Onion to be regularly in
the shop of every seedsman, I pre~
sume he is a great lover of cnions,
(de gusiibus non est disputuncum !)
and therefore I will give him the old
receipt for overcowing the efluvia
arising from the eating of onionss
which is, to eat cloves of garlick equal
in number to the onions which he
shall have consumed. How to get
rid of the volatile stench arising from
garlick, 1know not, unless he adopt
the plan of the Bagdad merchant in
the Arabian Nights' ntertaivroent,
namely, that of washing an bundred
and Lweaty times with alkali, with
the ashes thereof, and with soap.

Axrroxy-Hucs CoBBLEDICK.

Mr. Unpax, Dec. 12.
OUR Correspondent, . 222, is
correct as to the Barldom of

Ormonde. The Irish honours were
never legally attainted : an omission
fortunate for this eminent family.
The attainder by the English Parlia-
ment could_oaly affect the English
ukedom of Ormonde, &e. though at
the time it was supposed sufficient to
involve all the bonoura of this illas-
trious house. In point of dignitics,

therefore,
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therefore, the family have in fact
suffered nothing by the attainder, as
the English honours would have been
extinct.—Thequestion of the Carrick
Rarldom remains unexplained Dby
any of the Baronages. Sir Egerton
Brydges is erroncous in stating in the
Biographical Pecrage, vol. I1. article
Lord Butler of Llanthonys, (Earl of
Ormonde, in Ireland,) that the attain-
der was reversed in fayour of the late
Tarl of Ormonde. His Lordship was
admitted as a matter of right to his
‘seat in the House of Lords of Ireland,
no attainder being on record against
the Irish honours.

agree with your Correspondent
as to the novelty and impropriety of
the Wellington patent. Can he in-
form me why in a Viscount’s patent
the * of is never or seldom inserted,
though the title be derived from a
place; for instance, Viscount Sid-
mouth, Viscount Hereford, Viscount
Melville, when Viscount of Sidmouth,
&c. would appear more appropriate.
Perhaps originally Barons and Vis-
counts usually assumed their surnames
as titles, with the addition of the
name of some estate, as Lord Grey of
Ruthyn, Lord Audley of Heleigh,
&e. &c.; but where the bonour is
derived from a place, the “ of,”
in my mind, would require to be
inseried. A Correspondent asserts
that Bath is the only place that gave
title to more than one noble family at
the same time. Westmoreland gives
the title of Baron to Lord de Clifford,
and that of Earl to the family of
Fane. When the Fare family were
elevated 1o the Earldom of” West-
moreland, they were, I believe, pos-
sessed of the Barony of }xl’esum)re-

“ Now when Jesus was bor
lehem of Judea, in the m.ysm o',“;l:' A
the king, behold there came yige -0
from (e Bast to. Jormpiny ¢ B
Where is he that is bom King 15
Jows? for we bave seen bis sty
ast, and are come to worship i
And again the 9th verse:
“When they beard the kin
departed; and 1o? the stur whigh
sa in the Bast went before they
came and stood over where he |
il was, When hey sy 1 wrd
they rejoiced  with exceedi H
dhey xoeeding regs

t was prophesied by Baluan ;
the 24th chapter of !\imber:"}‘ll:
verse,
“« There shall come 2 starout of Jyg
and asceptre shall rise out of lsracl» *
I shall not euter into any
whether these wise men, as they ary
so cailed by the Evangelit, were
astronomers’s and, being surprized st
the appearance of a new'star movins
in_the lower region of the air, yerg
induced to follow it into Judea, pa.
turally concluding it was the fore.
runner of some great event; or, that
havieg on record ambng them the
propliecy of Balaam, on the firtap.
pearance of the star set out for Jerp.
salem — one might also_indulge 3
supposition, thal they might have 3
tradition among them, that soms
great and mighty Prince would aris,
when such a’ sfar appeared in the
heavens —as it is not my objectto
make any inquiries on_this head, bt
only to fook for proofs of itsappear-
om Profane History, which no
doubt will be found to contain some
allusion to it.
This phenomenon was so uncon-

discusion,

»
H

land in_fee; and the p
tion of the bonours was not consi-
dered, as it evidently should have
been, the latter, as a Barony in fee,
being descendible to the female line,
whercas the Earldom was limited to
1wale issue.

The titles of Roxburghe appear to
be, Duke of Roxburghe, Marquis of
Cesford and Beaumont, Barl of Rox-
burghe and Kelso, Viscount Brox-
mouth, Lord Cessford and Caverton.

CoxsTANT READER.

Mr. Ursax, Eirmingham, Oct. 14.
HE Evangelist Matthew begins
his secoud Chapter with

mon and that it most
have created a great seusation among
he Jearued at that time, and various
must h been their remarks and
suppositions upon it: it is almost
impossible such an event could have
happeed in the world without being
much noticed by the learned at thal
time, especially as iL appeared when
learning was at its height: it hap-
pened i the Augusian age, when
some of the grealest men that ever
fourished on the earth were alive,

event, some doubls might arise on the
subject s but, on the other haud, if
they did observe it,.and it can be

proved,
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proved, that it was the same identical
star spoken of by the Evangelist, it
will confirm (if confirmation were
necessary to satisfy any one) the
trath of the accounl given by the
Evangelist. But we know, that al-
though it was an age of learning,
jetit was also an age of gross ido~
latry; therefore, one is not much
surprised, that they should attribute
jts appearance to souie cause, or oc-
casioned by some cvent, that accord-
ed with their idolatrous ideas.

My reasous for troubling you, Sir,
ith these rewarks are, that perhap:
some of your numerous and learned
Readers may have discovered some
account of this appearance in the
writings of those men who then lived,
ar who wrote near that time, that
may bave escaped me; or they may,
on considering the few quotations
and references [ have below noted,
echaps throw some light on these
assages, so that we may have more
reasons to believe, that the star they
allude to was the same star spoken of
by St. Malthew : because, if this fact
can be fully substantiated from Pro-
fane History, it will stamp with con-
firmation and trath an event unpre-
cedented in the apnals of the world,—
an event entirely out of tne common
course of Nature, and remove all
doubt of the crediniliy of the Evan-
gelist. 1 know, that iu this age of
infidelity, if any account can be
brought formard, on which rested any
doubt as to its lruLh it will be laid
hold of with satisfaction by the cne-
mies of the Scriptures.—The follow-
ing are Lhe passages 1 have selected:

Hom’r. Ode XII. Ad Augustum.

Jicat inter omnes

Julium Sidus, velut inter ignes_

ana minores.”

SuroN1Us ita sribit de Julio Casare,
cap. 48— orum numerum rela-
tus est, non ore modo decernentium, sed.
e perma:\an» vulgi. Siquidem ludis,
quo seeratos ei haeres Augus-
fos edebat, stella crinita per septem dies
continuos fulsit, exoriens circa undeci-
mam boram. Credituique est, animam
esse Ceesaris in ccelum recepti, et hic de
caush simulachro ejus in vertice additur
stella.”

“— Micaf

Viroiw. Eclog, IX.
“EBuee, Dioni processic Cmsaris as-

me wt Promancu Dion, b, 45—
\Ec. Quast, Natural, lib. 7, eap. 17—

Pu. lib. 9, cap. 95, ubi Augusti
ipsius de crinito illo sidere testimonium
refert ; Porro comites ille Christi serva-

toris nostri natalem prenunciasse multd
melits ere

« Ecce, Dionzei processitCeesaris astram;
Astrum, g10 segetes gauderent fragibus,

quo
Ducuret apricis in collibus uva culnreln p
B.C..

Contemplations on the Month of De<
cember, and the Festival of Christ-
mas.

«Oh! may your vernal hours advance
To Summer’s brightest ray

And Autumn’s treasures chm the gloom

f dark December's day
THL dark days befv" Chmtmu is”

a proverbial expression familiar
to the ear from childhood ; and for
this reason, amongst others, it com-
monly carries with it some interesting.
recollections of that period, and of
succeeding events incidental to the

Winter season.- With regard to my-

self, and doubtiess many more in the

decline of life, it returus with acca-
mulated impressions of this nature;
some of which may be peculiar to
my own tarn of mind, and others
common to most meu. Of the for-
mer description are those which are
made on me by the Winter being my
favourite season: for,though I dehght
in rural scenes, and am by no means
insensible of the charms of Spring and
Summer, o the rich and ‘glowing
tints of Autumn, and that sweet sere-
nity which usually takes place after
harvest for a cousiderable part of the
months of September and October,
so favourable to contemplation; yet

1 feel a preference for the Winter, as

preseating the domestic comforts of
e fireside in their greatest perfec-

non which_unquestionably form the
principal enjoyments of life ; collect-
ing all the mewbers of a f:umly into
the happiest socicty which their sita-
ation avd dispositions will admit :
and whenever they are separated,

either by death or their respective
ursuits in the world, the fireside

never fails to bring back Lo the mind
the most cherished remembrance of
early days, and to keep alive the
fondest affections for the absent or
the dead, whoso sacred privilege it is
to bave all their virtues remembered,
and all their faults forgotien; ce-
menting also the attachment of those
. who




620 Contemplations on December, and on Christmas, [LXxx1Y

who remain together, or compose the
present domestic circle however con-
tracted, and even filling the breast of
a solitary survivor, through the suc-
cessive hours of the longest Winter
evenings at home, with many tender
feelings and consoling ~senfiments,
which at no other place or season so
forcibly prevail with those who can
truly appreciate the purest pleasures
of the heart. The Winter certainly
has pot this decided preference in
general; but it will be admitted,
that there are enjoyments peculiarly
adapted to it, which can render its
darkest days delightful. The enjoy-
ments, however, to which I allude,
are chicfly confined to persons of a
domestic turn, and in the middle rank
of life; but of either description there
are comparatively few at the fprcxent
day who have a just idea of them.
Those who, from their profession,
their fortune, or their credit, c:
make the Jeast pretensions to gentili-
ty, are by no means satisfied to sup-
port it with any degree of modera-
tion; they evidently vie with a supe-
rior class in Lheir dress, the furniture
of their houses, the arrangement of
their familics, the education of their
children, aud ihe disposal of their
time ; and indiscriminaicly assumethe
expensive and pernicious habits of
fashionable life; which, whether they
can or cannot be afforded, areina
great measure destructive of all ra-
tional pleasure. and true domestic
comforts; which are totally adverse
to the follies and dissipation of the
moming or the eveuing of a fashion-
able day, and have nothing to do
with afternoon breakfastings, noc-
turnal dioners, or midnight routs;
yet are by no means inconsistent with
the proper distinctions of society, or
with that portion of spleudour, ele-
gance, or refinement, which they may
Justly and respectively clain
The lines 1 hase prefixed to ihis
.paper were the couctusion of some
ibat I addressed to my dear departed
Son the year after he went out to
India; he was then about sixieen;
and they were writlen on une uf the
darlc days before Christmas, 1503.
If they carry any marks of poctical
inspiration, it must have becn that
of the household deilics presiding
over the feelings of paternal uitection,
and propitiated by the enlivening
laze of a good parlour fire. The

approach of the Christmas
at which we were accustom,
return home, presented g
tive idea of the joyous mo,
arrival, the unbounded
which he entered the ro,
delight with which he
arms of his fond

Toliday

d to
lrogpe,
ment of hiy
bilaity iy
0m, and the
flew to the

by taking his usual pl
them, s

days had passed away on il
e e K
had” succeeded his departare 1y s
distant country, although favourzble
to our warmest wishes for him, cog;
not be unattended with many a pin,
ful apprehension of what migit §
tervene belween the date and Teceipt
of every lelters and stll more, of
those unknown _occurrences which
were 1o ill up the years that woyl]
elapse before we had any prospect of
sceig him again. For those appre
hensions and anxieties there waput
one effectual relief ; and that was, 3
firm reliance on the providence of
God dirccting and controlling all
humian affairs, and his particalarcare
of every individual; which can alone
suppori the mind under any import,
ant change, and in its general vie of
fife.  With regard fo the minuter
objects of our hopes or wishes, a
warm imagination is known to beno
weak auxiliary, though it may and
commonly does in many instances
deceive us. How fregenlly have
these pleasing deceptions cheered my
drooping spirits !

——— How oft at evening hour,
Delighted by the well-trimm'd fire It
Absorb’d in many a dear deccitful dream
OF visionary joys! Leccitful dreams—
Not wholly vain; for painting brighter

et

They chasc the darkness of the pensive
“ron SoUTHEY's Hymn to the
Penates, with some little

wariation.

withstanding all those visionary
jogs are dled respecting the dear dé.
‘ccased; although we are deprived of

wotion, affrd-
ed the most fattering expectation of;
though we are bereaved of his duliful
and cudearing attentions, and all oue
Lopes or prospects are cut off, ofpar

icipating

his
Tecent pron
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ticipating with him those advantages
of fortune which would probably
have secured ease and afluence for
our declining years s—the highest au-
thority instructs us, that the inestim-
able blessing of his existence, though
in these respects lost to us, is conti-
nued and augmeated to him beyond
the powers of conception. Can there
be any consolation equal to what this
important truth conveys:—Ina few
days I shall have to commemorate
the third return of that which gut an
early period to his transitory life*;
attended precisely with the same cir.
cumstances as aré so pathetically de-
scribed by Mrs. West in the 5th book
of her admirable Poem of * The
Mothers” wherein she pourtrays, in
terms of the most exquisite sensibi-
lity, the dying moments of a youth
who falls a sacrifice to the pestilential
climate ot a foreign country:

“And his bright dreams of honourable

And eminence, and fame, closing 50 s0on
Their fairest promise in a tale untold;
By Fate’s decree like shadows swept
away, [scures.”
When Sol’s refulgent beams a cloud ob-
1 may possibly be thought by some
of your Readers to have obtruded
this subject too often on their notices
but others, whe have sustained a si-
milar deprivation of their happiest
hopes on earth, I trust, will feel a
mournful interest in it, and may find
a degree of consolalion for their sor-
rows in the arguments I have used to
support my own, and the baln | have
applied to a deeply-wouuded heart.

s we advance in years, the anni-
versaries of death continuaily multi-
ply upon us, till there is scarcely a
month in which we have not to com-
memorate the departure of some dear
relative or friend; every one of
which is assuredly intended by Pro-
vidence as an_awful memento of our
own, and a forcible admonition to
prepareforit. “ Jf amun live many
years and rejoise in them all, yet let
him remember the days of darkness,
Jor they shall be muny” Eccles. c. xi.
v.8. In the course of human life
there is an obvious and striking ana-
logy to that of the year; which in-
deed” has been the fheme of ever
moral writer. The former is divid-
ed into four periods, of childhood,

*# Dec. 17, 1809,

youth, maturity, and old age, which
are extremely similar in many re-
spects to the successive seasons of
Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Win-
ter. “As the early seasons of the year
are usually most fair and pleasant, so
also are commonly the early periods
of life; and as we do not expect the
Winter to pass over without some
sharp and tempestuous, and many,
dark unpleasant days, incidental to
the season, for which we take care to
Pprovide, as far as we can, a suitable
supfply of all that is requisite to shield
us from its rigours, and cheer usin its
gloom s so neither can we expect to
pass through the later periods of
life, however prosperous or happy
may be the former, or our present
and immediate situation, without ex.
Pperiencing many of those afflictions
which naturally and almost invari-
ably attend us toward the close of
our lives: such are the loss of our
dearest friends and relatives, and the
infirmities of age, exclusive of those
calamitous events or unfavourable
changes to which we are at all times.
liable, even before those evil days
come which the Royal Preacher al-
ludes to in the passage I have quoted,
and so seriously warns us 10 rememo
Der, under the emphatical description
of the days of darkness, which, he
says, shall be manys and they cer-
tainly are so to the greater part of
mankind. With regard to some of
the vexations, disappointments, and
inquietudes we meet with, a well-
in?onned mind has considerable re-
sources i intellectual attainments,
and the refined pleasures of the ima-
gination; even_ visionary joys, al,
though they often prove delusive,
may serve to dispel the gloom of a
melancholy hour. But tliose resources
are only known to persons of educa-
tion or genins; aud there are also
cases which no such remedies can
reach, and sufferiugs too severe to be
thus alleviated: when the troubled
Dreast can only be relieved by supe~
rior aid, and the agitated powers of
nature composed by Him who created
them. Of these sufferings the great-
est, beyond all_comparison, is when
the soul of man is full of heaviness
from some unmerited charge which
he is not able to repel, or disquieted,
by conscious guilt. In the former of
ese cases, he may with indubitable
confidence, and in the latter he must
with
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witlh sincere repentance, still put his
trust in God, who will ultmately
clear or recompense the_injured cha-
Tacter, and will not sufier the guilty
1o perish under his displeasure; but
will continue to be merciful and gra-
cious as long as he perceives in them
any disposition to return to virtue,
and has expressly promised that He
never will forsake them until they
Tave utterly forsaken him. For those
whose spirits are depressed bi' lighter
troubles, o merely by the gloom or
inclemency of Winter, there are many
rational amusements and substantial
comforts within the reach of all who
are notabsolutely destitate of the real
necessaries aud common conveniences
of life; while they who are so entire-
ly destitute, exclusive of a legal right
{0 be maintained when they are to-
tally unable to support themselves,
are also entrusted by the order of
Providence to the charitable care of
those who possess the advantages of
fortune upon that tenure. There are
others, not exactly in the same predi-
cament, who have, I will not say a
stronger, but a_claim of equal force
wpon the liberaland humanes I mean
those who are reduced by a reverse of
circomstances to want, if not actuaily
a subsistence, the moderate indul-
gences and decent accommodations
fo which they have been accustomed
in better days; and arcin consequence
subjected to mans Hights and neglects,
and to much assuming and repulsive
Dehaviour, not only from the world
in general, but frequently frow those
10 whom they are mearly related, or
with whom they stand connected,
2nd to many severe and illiberal cen-
sures passed upon their real or sup-
posed defects and indiscretions (for
1 am not speaking of the perfect, or
the worthless), which are always
greatly exaggerated, to form a plau-
Sible pretext for reproaches and un-
Kiodness. These are persons whose
situation requires not only a chari-
table but a delicate consideration, to
assist them in an acceptable manner;
and their particular sufferings will
inevitably cast a deeper gloom on the
dark days before Christmas, from the
inful contrast of their present feel-
jegs to those which they formerly
excited when  they possessed the

ower to culiven ihem by acts of
beneficence and hospitality.” But let
then: bear in mind, that although they

may be excluded by adv
rom thit participation 3{'3,“};‘;"'
pleasures to which they were o
accustomed, they cannoi be exclmi::
Dy any such cause from a full parges
patica of the inestimable blesing o
ed for us by the Redeemer of gy

g

World, which we are about luucu
memorate at the approaching fesia],
May it be « to our great and endley
comfort!™ more especially in that
avfol hour which  our departed
friends have passed, and we who yet
survive are hastening to, when sl
our earthly sufferings and trials il
be terminated ; which, though the
be allowed to pursue us even to m’:
verge of the grave, as Pharach and
his host pursued the children of Israel
1o the Red Sea on their departure oot
of Bgypt, can follow us o farther ;
and we shall then, as an eminent
Divine of the last century, whose
writings are distinguished for their
fine metaphorical illustrations, ob-
serves, < consider them in that light
in which Moses taught the Israelites
Lo regard the Egyptiaus just upon the
sca-shore, ¢ Lhese Egyplians whom
ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them
‘again no more for ever.” These affic-
tions w hich even to that hour ma fol-
low us, shall be finally done away, and
we shall see them again no more for
ever. Yours, &c. W.B.
Northiam, Dec. 15.

Mr. Urpav, Dec. 24.
NHE following ¢ Meditation upon
Christmas-day s—of the Birth

and Pilgrimage of our Saviour Christ
on Earth,” was composed by that
learned and pious man Sir Heor
Wotton, whose many excelleat qua-
lities, both of the understanding and
the heart, have been enshrined in the
page of Biography (as is well known)
by the unaffected narrative of the
amioble Izaack Walton. Sir H. W.
was appointed, in 1623, by James L,
to the Provostship of Eton College,
« by the Statutes of which,” as bis
Biographer informs us, “he con-
ceived himself bound to enter into
Holy Orders, which he did.” This
Meditation, it may be covjectured,
was written between this period and
that of his death, which happened in
1689 ; for * after his customwary pib-
lic devotions, his use was to retire
into his study, and there to spend
some hours in reading the Bible and
Authors
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Authors in Divinity, closing up bis
meditations with pmatepnyer. This
was, for the most pazt, his emplog-
ment in the forenoon.”

Yours, &ec. I

« 0 glorious Morning, wherein was
born the Expectation of Nations; and
wherein tie long-suspired Redeemer of
the world did (as his Prophets had cried)
rent the Heavens, and come down in the
vesture of Humanity! Thou, that by the
vertue o ighest, wert conceived
in the womb of an iuviolate Virgin, of
all women the most blessed, ard yet
more blessed by being thy Dnughmr,
and thy en thy Moth
Thon, at whoe birth the Quire of ch,
ven did sing Halelujabs, and
made haste € acquaint even Shepherds
with the news! Stay, my soul, before |
go further, and erave leave of thy Lord
to ask some questions. Why would'st
thou be first made known to the meanest
condition of men? Why were they sent
to see their Saviour, not in some gor-
geous Palace, but in the vilest room of 2
Common Tnne, and_(in stead of a Cradle
decked with rich imbroderies) lying in
2 despicable Manger? Why didst Thou
Tot choose for the place of thy blessed
Mother’s delivery, either Athens the
learned, or Rome the imperiall, or Jeru-
salem the holy city? Or, since poor
Bethlehem, by thy Prophet's prediction,
must receive that honour, why di
Thou not send Millions of Cherubims
and Seraphims before Thee for thy har-
H od, it was thy will,

bingers? No,
it was thy mu, (\\Luh is the highest of
reasons) by thy low beginning in the
Heth, 0 confor all prde, and to teach
the glurles of the earth to blus] Yet,
e born, and chus homely received,
‘behold a new &xm descending, to ‘us-
trate thy obscurity, and to conduct the
Wise-Mon of the Ercr (now wise indeed)
with their choicest prescuts to adore
Thee. O strange phenonienon! Did
ever Hipparchus, or the great Trisme-
gist, or the greater Moses, or all the

gyptian gazers,contemplate before such
aplanet? so irregular, so vxeentricall! as
if the celestial lights had forsaken their
‘proper motions and position, to welcome
the Lord of Nature into the war

Aud now in the course of thy pre.

cious life; what shall I first, what shall
1 most admire? Allis depzl\ zl\ is won-
der and amazement. Shall T first cele-
brate thy ever-blessed name rm- convil
cing the great doctours of the law, at
twelve years of thine age, when t
vine essence began to blaze, which had
lien before, as it were, slumbering in the
vaile of thy manhood? Or, shall I pass

from this miracle of knowledge, to
thy miracles of cliarity, in healing the
blind, the lame, the deafe, the dumb?
Or, shall T more insist upor: the acts of
thy power, in checking the vinds, in
walking on the waves, in raising the
dead, in ejecting the mpure spirits 5 Or,
shall I remain scupified (as all the learn.
edest part of the world was, which las
groveling in the contempiation of infe-
riour causes) that at thy comming sll
their false oracles and delusions were
strucken mute, and nuthing to be haard
at Delphos or-Hammon 2 Or, shall L
contewplate, that at thy passion ali Na-
ture did suffer, the earch did shake, and
the Heavens vere darkened? Or, lastly,
after thou halst triumphed over Death
and Hell (whose keys are in thine hand)
shall I glorifie thy assumption into the
highest Heavens 2
¥ Yes, Lord, all this, and much more
there js then the whole world can con-
tain, if it were written, Yet one thing
remains, even after thy glorious depar.
ture, for the comfort of our souls, above
all the miracles of thy goodnesse, and of
ty v pover, that Thou hast dispensed thy
ving doctrine unto_curious men, not
only by cloquent sophists, and subill
school'men (such as_have since dis-
tracted and tom thy Church in pieces);
but by the simpliest and silliest instru-
ments: sous it must needs be hy divine
truth, since it was impressed by no hu-
wane meaus; for, give e lens again,
my dear Lord, to demand in the extasia
aud adwiration ofone of thy blessed ves-
sels; Where is the wise 2
i

how should we have apprebeiuded by
stemall generation? if ¢
been pleased o vou v silly Fiuhore
man o Jen on thy breast, and £ in-
spire hiur to tell us from at, that,
T the beginning was the FFord, and the
W« @waswith Gody @d ihe IFord was

O fheretore to thee, thoa inearnate
Word and Wisdom of the Father; thou
only true Messias, in whom all prophe-
cies are accomplished, and in whom
the will of God and the desires of
men are fulfilled, look down upon us

thy wnworthy creatures, from whera
thod sittest in thy glory: teach us thy
Tove,but such alose a6 dpth foar o offrat
thee; teach us thy fear, but such afear as
first doth love thee; and enduae us with,
thy grace, whil'st by thy permission we
WALE o this clobé, which thy Blessed
Teet have trodden, ¢ sclemnizs his da

of thy Nativity, not with wanton jollities,
but with hymns of joy, and meditations
of like comtfort.”

Mr.
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. 7 S
W Unnax, DO Somerses
IN your Miscellany for June Jast,
there is a curious x(a'emgt of the
aily number of passengers, &c. going
ovc{ Londonand Blackfriars Bridges.
—As 1 was lately looking in Dr. Gre-
gory's Cyclopwdia, L accidentally met
with a description of these two fa-
mous Bridges; aod thinking it also
deserving a place in your Museurn, I
take the liberty to transcribe it.
Yours, &. W. PoMEROY.
« London-bridge is on the old Gothic
structure, with twenty small locks or
arches, each of only tiwenty feet wide 5
but there are now only eighteen open,
two having been thrown into one in the
centre, and another next one side is
concealed or covered up. It is nine
‘hundred feet long, sixty bigh, and seven-
ty-four wide; the piers are from twenty-
five to thirty-four feet broad, with star-
Tings projecting at the ends; so that the
great water-way, when the tide is above
‘the starlings, was 430 feet, scarcely half
the breadth of the river; and below the
starlings, the water-way was reduced to
194 feet, before the opening of the
centre.
<« London-bridge was first built with
timber, between the years 993 and 1016
and it was repaired, or rather new-built
with timber, 1163. The stone bridge
was begun in 1176, and finished in 1209.
Itis probable there were no houses on
this Bridge for upwards of 200 years:
since we read of a tilt and tournament
Teld on it in 1395. Houses, it seems,
were erected on it afterwards; but being
found of great inconvenience and nui
sance, they were removed in 1758, and
the avenues to it enlarged, and the
whole made more commodious ; the two
middle arches were then thrown into
one, by removing the pier from between
them; the whole repairs amounting to
above 80,0001
« Blackfriars-bridge, nearly opposite
the centre of the city of London, was
begun in 1760, and was completed in
ten years and three guarters; and is an
excéeding light and elegant structure;
but the materials unfortunately do not
seem to be the best, as many of the
arch-stones are decaying. It consists
of nine large, elegant, elliptical arches :
the centre arch being one hundred feet
wide, and those on each side decreasing
in a regular gradation, to the smallest,
at each extremity, which is seventy feet
wide. The breadth of the Bridge is
forty-two feet, and the length from
wharf to whaif nine hundred and nine-

“of the purenthexis™

ty-five. The upper surface |
e

of a very large circle, which §

elegant figure, i

passage over it. T

was 150,840L"

Portion
forms
convenjent
e whole expees

Mr. Unpay, Oct. 1,
OUR jocular Corresponden; T,
performayce
azine
seems 10 be not a fitlg
ve s very poor at
wit, in the ubsel'y\'alii(ms th;:mhpehhz
thought proper to make on 1 eert,
wodern inscription.  What g
ment some of your Readers may fing
i his « availing himelf ey irdy
3 s 10 lesy
ful to a person of my dull cnu‘:;?e"
hension, - than the ‘inscription op
which he thinks he has been so it
is to him, or will be to wits of thy
same scale (small ones) who ma
hippen to come after him. ¥

By an Act of Parliament (under the
authority of which the Chapel that
bears the so-much-censured nscrip.
tion was built) the spot which cor.
prises the site of the Chapel, and of the
adjoining burial-ground, i declared
to bea part of the parish of St. Giles
in the Ficlds. Before that Act passed.
into a law, it was @ portion of the
parish of St. Pancras.

Your Correspondent’s fear, that
the legal records of the parish of s,
Giles in the Fields may be converted
into tailors’ measures (which he most
wiltily expresses by the words “ con.
signed to_ the care of some Knight of
the Needle, churchwarden for the
time being,”) might, with as much
propricty, be extended to Magua
Charta, or any other record in the
Statutes at large.  When a Church
wasfirst built for the parish, to which
the Chapel that bears the inscription
isnow an appendage, itssituation was
actoally «in the Ficlds,” there not
being any houses or other buildings
contiguous to it; and that appella-
tion was_properly conferred upon
it to distinguish it from the parish
of St. Giles, Cripplegate; just as a
similar appelation was given to the
suri h of St. Martiu in the Fields, to

istinguish it from St. Martin Zud.
gate, St. Martin Orgurs, St. Martin
Outwich, or any other parish having
Martin for its tutelar saiat. I remeu-
ber having been informed, a good
. mapy

whose whimsical
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many years ago, by a very worth
old friend of mine *, that his father
often told him he had seen hay made
in the Fields which lay between the
resent Church of St. Giles in the
Fields and Covent Garden; and it is
more than probable that a street still
called Long Acre, which is a part of
that space, was then a hay ficld.
Auother part of it was then called
Cock and Pie Fields, from the sign of
a counlrﬁ alehouse (the Cock and
Pie) which stood near the spot that is
now the North or upper end of Little
St. Marliw's-lave. The streets which

* Mr. Caleb Jeacocke, who was born
in the parish of St. Giles in the Fields,
and remained therein until his death,
which bappened on the 7th of January
1786, at the age of 79; and bis father,

t born in it (of which I am not cer-
), was at least cue of its inhabitants
—a cireumstance

tai
from his boyish d;
chat will sufficiently account for his re-
memb ay-fields, as above-
mentioned —I couid relate some anec-
dotesconcerning my very respectable
friend Mr, Jeacocke, that would redound
not a little to bis honour; but, for the
present, wha follows must suffice:—
The celebrated Lord Mansfield had a very
high opiuion of his discernment and in-
tegrity; and when causes were brought
on’ for ‘trial before his Lordship which
were thought proper to be referred to
arbitration, and the counsel on both
sides could ot fix upon a proper person
for that purpose, be frequently recom-
mended Mr. Jeacocke to their notice in
terms of bigh commendation; and con-
sequencly that gentleman’s arbitrament.
was often submitted to, and generally
proved satisfactory : I say generally, be-
cause it could not be possible that lis
decisions should always please both the
parties. “Indeed I have heard Lord
Mansfield, when on the beuch, say of
bimself, that be often thought he did
most justice when neither of the parties
went out of Court thoroughly satistied
with bis decision.—There is an excellent
Portrait of Mr, Jeacocke in the Vestry-
soom of St. Giles in the Fields, which the
late Charles Catton, esq. R. A. painted
from mewmory soon after his death, and
presented to the Vestry as a memento of.
the great regard and esteem that he had
for the deceased. I have ofien wished
to have it published, for the information
of posterity, that all those who are still
alive, and remember him, allow that it
displays not only a striking likeness of
his features, but astrongly-characteristic
Tepresentation of the whole of bis person.

e
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now compose what is called « The
Seven Dials” were built on these
identical fields. 1 do not pretend to
«¢ skill iu antiquarian researches” any
more than your Correspondent ; but
perhaps the explanation that I have
given of what were formerly fields,
aud are now streets, and the mention
that I kuve made of the Act for build-
ing the so-ofteu-mentioned Chapel,
@all which are perfectiy authentic,y
may be acceptable to some future
Antiquary, although they may ‘not
be sufficient to disperse from your
Correspondent’s parenthetical imagi-
nation all the clouds of doubt in
which he has attempted to envelope
a subject that will always be clearly
enough  uuderstood by persons of
pluiner understandings.

Though [ think lightly of yourCor-
respondent; my thougits in regard to
you, Mr. Urhan, bave a very different

caring. My design in writing this
letter 1s not so much to defend the
inscription that he has thought pro-
per to attack, as to puint out to fu-
ture times, wheu even tradition shall
fail to give its aid, why a Parish is
described, in reference i its Church,
as if that Church was ik the fields;.
while we now see it surrounded with
buildings, almost without number,
thickly set, and close up on all sides
at is called its Church-yard, and
ot a_single field (unless we except
what is merely nominal, 7. e. Lincoln’s
Ton Fields) within a mile of it. 1
humbly conceive, that the giving rea-
sous for its originai and still existing
appellation cannot be considered b
the most incurious as altogether uii-
interesting;-and this I have attempt-
ed to do from such evidence as s, at
the present period, almost exclusively
within my reach. W| e name
was first given to the parish, the com-
paratively new parish of St. George,
Bloomsbury, was a part of it; and
indeed these two still remain undi-
vided in regard to every thing that
can be called parochiai, except the
circumstance of their having separate
churches, the necessity for which
arose; in the first iostance, from the
increase of its population. Indeed,
from Lhe surprising increase of late
Yyears, it seews now to have become
necessary; that a third Church shouid
be built.” The increase in their joint
population from 1801 to 1311 was o
fewer thun 12,084, The populati(;n‘
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