Geneo lng Y

History of BATTLE POINT ASSOCIATIOW BTLL RICE,
Battle Point,

Gilbert Barnes ~rd George Gauthier were professors
at Wesleyan Ohio Uriversity at Delaware, Ohio, They wanted
land to build their cottages on and to start & summ-r
resort Associatior for the Wesleyan faculty.

Mrs., Barnes, Gilberts wife, died ir 1918 ard
@llbert was left with his rather sickly son to t&kefég?
Summer camps were rather expensive, so the "Absent-
minded professor" of economics began his srarch for land,

Professor Barnes put an advertisement in the Sault
gstar for cottage land. He received many rrplies and be-
ing a professor of economics he plotted them on his map
and chose Take Duborne as his spot with little explor-
ation of the lake, He and George Gauthiry, the Athlegtic
Director at Wesleyan, scouted the area in 1925 and
employed George HcA?thur of Blind River as his agent
to buy the land for a group of his colleagurs at Wes-
leyan., Instead of MecArthur acting in their behalf, he
bought the eighty acres of land for himself. McArthur
paid $150 for the property and then sold it to the
Wesleyan group for $300., By 1926 Barnes had twenty-
five of his colleagues interested in joining the Assoc=-
iation,

They employed Paul Dufour,who had a farm or the
lake, as contractor, John Gauvreau, George Doucette,
and Mr. ™y God" LeClair were carpenters who worked on
building the cottages., Harry Godson, the forest rarger
who worked at the firetower on the north shore 6f the

lake, and Jack Gionectte also helped out.



