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More than 15,000 volumes will be section is ocnated the “stors
available to the 50,000-odd residents! room.” SR every Saturday
of North Toronto when the new morning ¢ ne will read aloud
George H. Locke memorial branch|yarns to visiting small types. "

3 B 'of the public library opens its/room has a large, open fireplace, a
B deali Gl B8 | gleaming doors on Thursday. I bay window with a seat right around
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R e the city, the mew branch at Yonge classes v 1siting and as a children’s
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St. and Lawrence Ave. is a mag-|reading room.

. _ ‘. B nificent building, costing around : :

estimated when the cornerstone ;}Eﬁf} e dphll?snoppy to the latest
was laid in July, 1947. | n, and over in one corner,

segregated from the main room by
a long counter, is the special high

school section in charge of librarian
Margaret Armstrong.

The library, official opening of
which will be performed tomorrow
by Education Minister Dana H.
Porter, will open with a stock of| .. e | o1

I'he new building, erected in me

12,000 books for adults and some| ~ . - -..., s
lory of the late George H. Loc

T

3,000 in a special children’s section. : / e _ ,
; who probably did more for Toron-

 The volumes stand on smartly fin-| ~, = 5 - ~2™ °~ e o4
ished rows of shelves in rooms in|l0S library setup than any other
Norkmen were yesterday putting the finishing touches to the story room, where |which light and air are the predomi~ i?b%f;fgfil’ ;’:’:t}{l@;;fdfﬁ;;’ il;’;fif]f;flff
osters may sit every Saturday morning and hear their favorite yarns read aloud. |tant ieature. — . . | Miss Louise Boothe and two library
s r RN =l SN ill used. t for visitii Jassps N the children’s section is one! 07 ", et et e
Furnished with a large open fireplace, the room wi used, too, for visiting classes |gmall corner reserved. exclusively|2Ssistants.

of school children and for a reading room for the small types. for little toddlers. Standing on w.ide,# There’s just one thing to reme

victure books guaranteed to suit|there for your use, but the charge
the youngest borrowers. Miss Helen | for keeping them over the allotted
| Armstrong, librarian in charge of 1 two weeks is still three ¢

the boys’ and girls’ section, antici

pates tremendous wear and tear in

the picture-book collection.

“They’ll get nearly as much roug
treatment right here in the libr

as they will in homes,” she sa
and Ifrom the attractive %

books were set out it is easy
believe.

Another room in the children’s

|
o e P S s e st U "IUW display shelves are dozens of|ber. The bright, new books
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Librarian in charge of the new building, Miss Louise
Boothe, comes from 20 years’ service at the Beaches
sranch. With her is Miss Helen Armstrong, librarian in
charge of the boys’ and girls’ section.
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- Fostering the Love of Books
The opening of a new branch library in
North Toronto, especially one of such distin-
guished architectural beauty, is an event in
hich all citizens may take pride. It marks

another step in the development of one of our
I finest cultural assets. Under the circumstances,

it is highly fitting that the new libray should
be named in honor of Dr. George H. Locke,
for so many years the Chief Librarian of the
Toronto Public Library. He- would not have
wished for a more appropriate memorial.
There is always a danger that people accus-
tomed to an efficient service might come to

. take it for granted. This should not be the

case with the Toronto Library System. Apart

from the great Reference Library on College
otreet, with the Central Circulating Library .
and Boys’ and Girls’ House adjacent, there are

now sixteen branches in various parts of the

city, as well as twenty-four libraries in schools

and settlements, which are supervised by the

Public Library. The system also operates

libraries in the Christie Street, Queen Elizabeth,

Runnymede and Sunnybrok Hospitals. More

than two million books are borrowed by adults

during a year, and no less than a million and

a half by children. There are over 700,000

books and pamphlets in the Library. -

Such an asset did not just happen. It is
no reflection on any other person to credit
Dr. Locke with the major share of the
achievement, It was his vision and immense
administrative ability which produced a result
which cannot be measured in terms of money,
It is literally true that Toronto has one of the|
great public libraries of the world. This should

' - be more adequately recognized.

| importance.

Much credit is due the Library Board, too,

5': and the fine staff which operates the system,
. for the excellent service provided to the public.
| To encourage a love of books among both

adults and children is a privilege of great
The City Council would do well
to examine the appropriation which the Library
Board 1s granted, and consider whether its
responsibility to this institution is adequately
fulfilled. In the meantime, the people of the

“most northerly section of the city have ac-

quired an asset of infinite value. By their

| use of it, they may add many hours of profit

and pleasure to their lives every year.
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11 general date line and books pub-
{ | Lished during and after this year
| |are especially wanted, standard
{| works and classics in. all sub-
| Jects are needed also.

1 for publications of learned and
: Qrofessional soclieties and institu-
| tlons, encyclopaedias, year books,

o, : | D

| In all subjects. D

|| Feb.