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What exactly is
the “Cool

Cities” initiative,
anyway?

Editors Note: This is the
second in a series of articles
dealing with the “Cool Cit-
ies” initiative in Alpena.
By Glen Lenard
A&E/Perspectives Editor
By Crystal Nelson

Staff Writer

“Cool Cities,” which started
as a statewide program, is
hitting close to home now that

Alpena has been selected as
one of

f ol
Northern
Michigan
Cities.
Comnamity
efforts to
revive the look of Alpena by
constructing a downtown
river front pedestrian
walkway have already
begun. The community has
plans of constructing this
walkway while giving special
attention to infrastructure,
amenities, redevelopmentand
cultural plan. 151 project
applications were submitted
to the “Cool Cities” pilot
pro gram. /- Throughout
Michigan, twenty lucky cities
were chosen as “Cool,” and
were given a $100,000 grant
to help improve their city.
Eric Cline, assistant city
manager, said that the grant
is covering a good portion of
the city’s project. The grant

would have originally covered
Please see “Cool,” page 2
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Members of ACCs past
come back to take part

in the annual

Game

By Dominick Miller
lanaging/Sports Editor
Memories were re-kindled
and friendships were renewed
as former and current ACC
basketball player: )
Park Arena for the
annual Aluimni Game.
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Senator Kerry lost the bid for
the Presidency, winning only
252 electoral votes (photo
courtesy. johnkerry.com)
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President Bush won the
election, winning 286 elec-
toral votes (photo courtesy
georgewbush.com)

[ the naws that affects the students at Alpens Lo

“In the Hallways” on page 2 for student’s reactions
e election, plus a complete wrap-up of local races.

other tight election,
e W. Bush was able to
g seat as President of the
States for four more
3. Bush narrowly defeated
sachusetts Senator John
for the seat.
Kerry was able to secure
large states, including
fornia, Minnesota,
consin and Michigan, as
las many of the small states

up the east coast, but Bush
won justabout everything else,
including two important swing
states, Florida and Ohio.
Ohio was considered by
many to be the most important
state in the election, considering

the large number of absentee .

ballots cast before the main
election. Many political pundits
predicted that Ohio could end
up being the Florida of 2004.
As it turned out, Kerry
decided against pursuing any

legal action in Ohio even
though the vote totals were
incredibly close.

After the election lasted all the
way through November 2 and
well into the morning of
November 3, Kerry called
President Bush and officially
conceded on the afternoon of

" the 3rd.

Bush ended up winning the
election with 286 electoral votes,
while Kerry came in with
252
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In the Hallways:
What is your
reaction to the
election?

“Itsucks.”
- Kyrey Kuffel,
student

“I'm happy that
John Kerry won
Michigan, how-
ever | do not
enjoy our current
president at all.”
- Jessica
Slominski,
Student Senate
President

“I don’t think that

it is good for our
country that
Bush got re-
elected.”

- Alicia Estlack,
student
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A complete wrap-up of Alpena’s 2004 Election

General Election, IIIESIIjﬂV, November 2, 2004

Representative Matt Gillard
won 9,706 votes in Alpena
County,

(photo courtesy
www,housedems.com)

Alpena County, Michigan

County, with 7,665 votes.

wWww.georg

(photo courtesy

Congressman Bart Stupack|
won 75% of Alpena
County, with 11,227 votes.

(photo courtesy
www.house.gov/stupak)

Prosecuting Attorney:
Dennis P. Grenkowicz

Sheriff:
Steven J. Kieliszewski

County Clerk:
Bonnie Friedrichs

County Treasurer:
Joelyn McCallum

Register of Deeds:
Kathy J. Matash

County Drain Commissioner:
 |Donald E. Bartosh

Commissioner:
Thomas G. Mullaney

Members of the Board of Regents
of University of Michigan

Olivia P. Maynard

S. Martin Taylor

Members of the Board of Trustees
of Michigan State University:
Melanie Foster

Phil Thompson

Members of the Board of Gover-
nors of Wayne State University
Tina Abbot

Annetta Miller

ce of the Supreme
urt:

irlyn Kelly

phen J. Markman

“Judge of the Court of
Appeals:

Donald Owens
}Wﬂham C. Whitbeck

N‘fﬁldge of the Court of
"Appeals (Partial Term):
‘Stephen L. Borrello

~ Members of the State
‘;;Bomd of Education:
:Z‘N ancy Danhof

::;Robert M. Smart

Proposal 1 (voter approval of
any form of gamlbing):
Passed -

8,543 votes in Alpena County

Proposal 2 (...union of a man
and a woman):

Passed -

9,635 votes in Alpena County

American Disabilities Act
Proposition - A New Millage:
Did Not Pass

Countywide Drug Interdiction

Program (HUNT):
Did Not Pass

“I'm disap-
pointed.”

- Jake Dewitt,
student

B3

“I'm kinda mad, ¥
butohwell.”
- - Tom Bussey,

student i

Don't forget to remember...

Friday is
ACC Day!

Wear something ACC

¢ receive

25% Off

3 clothing purchase
(sale items excluded)

Jack Gez....
You can’t seare
Chrisemas Shopping
to0 eariy

“l was pleased to
see the number
of voters.”

- Bill Matzke,
Book store

manager
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in the Hallways:
What is your
reaction to the
election?

“I am thrilled with
the outcome.”

- Penny
Boldrey, ACC
Foundation

“I have a con-
cern that power
is vested in one
philosophical
side of the
spectrum”
-Tim
Kuehnlein,
professor of
political
science

‘It was a tighter
race than I
thought it would
be.”

- Matt Dunckel,
professor of
history and

geography

‘I'mglad it's
over.”

- Karen Eller,
administrative
assistant

“Cool Cities” should make community better

Continued from page 1
two thirds of the initial project,
however additions have been
made and plans have been
updated. Toreceive the “Cool
Cities” grant, the city had to
let the state’s Cool Cities
Adyvisory Committee know
that there was an interest in
the initiative and apply for the
grant. The title of “Cool City”’
has added to Alpena’s
credential.

The river walk, which is
being constructed, will have
ahistoric focus. The city will
put up signing in the near
future. The signing is currently
being designed for the walk.

The city isn’t alone with the
planning of “Cool Cities;”
they have a couple big
partners and supporters.
Thunder Bay National
Marine Sanctuary has the
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), which will manage
the underwater shipwrecks.
The Downtown

Development Authority
(DDA) has been helpful, as
well as the Jesse Besser
Museum, Alpena Library and
the school system.

The plans for infrastructure
being developed include
expanding the Dial- A- Ride
transportation route. Some of
the regulations of the grant
demand each selected city to
focus on specific categories.

In Alpena’s case, the

expanded Dial-A-Ride
routes have become the focus
of the cool cities
“neighborhood’” category.
The city also hopes to
redevelop the downtown
businesses. Cline notes that
the redevelopment is going to
involve a lot of partnership.
The DDA has started a
facade = improvement
program. The city has applied
for a grant to improve North
Riverfront and they have put
in a grant application to
Michigan Economic

Development Corporationto

reconstruct Riverstreet.

The City of Alpena is also
in the process of developing
their cultural plan. City
planners and commissioners
will be meeting to discuss a
cultural plan, to see how they
can develop art in the
community, which may in turn
spark economic growth.

Cline understands that the
“Cool Cities” initiative will be
a three-year program,
minimum. Cline believes this
initiative will work, although
he doesn’t think that people
will be able to pinpoint one
aspect of the construction. He
believes that it will add to the
community as a whole.

“The idea that you can
come back and have good
paying jobs and have a
community that has vibrancy
to it,” Cline said. “If the
program went away, it is a
concept of which we can
move forward. The concept,
in general, is a good
concept.”

g
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Bingham Arts Academy open to the nuhllc

By De Maramed
Managing/News Editor

The recently opened charter
school, Bingham Arts Academy,
is thriving despite controversy
over its use of merit pay for its
teachers and the money it gets
from the State for each of its
students.

For each attending student, a
public school gets a certain
amountofmoney from the State.
And wherever that student goes,
the money follows. Some local
publicschoolsare feeling the loss
of students and money.

“Ifyou follow the thinking that
Burger King came along and
offered a choice for consumers,
notjustto gotoMcDonald’s, then
McDonald’s didn’t look
favorably on that. They took
business away, took money
away,” said Bingham Academy
Principal and Chief Administrative
OfficerRon Miller. “Tfthereis any
conflict, it’s probably based on
economics.”

Bingham’s use of merit pay is
also acontroversial subject, one
thatteacher’sunions are against.
Mosaica Education, the private
company that owns Bingham
Academy, provides monetary
incentives to its teachers for
improvingtheirstudents’ leaming,
The better the teacher, the more
meritpay theyreceive.

Because Bingham Academy is
not apublic school, they have a
little more freedom whenitcomes
todehvelmgﬂleamaﬂum’lhey
also have smaller class sizes,
longer school days and longer
school years. They still have to

By Allicia Estlack
Contributing Writer
Two public meetings were re-
cently held to discuss the future
of Alpena’s lake andriver front-
age. Suggestions were made to
draw tourism to the area. Con-
cered citizens opposed any
commercialized development
and wanted tokeep the tight-knit
community feeling,
This mentality hinders thistown’s
growth and potential. An active
participation needs to be taken
by those who are living here.
Overall changeinAlpenashould
be supported because otherwise
the town willnotsurvive.
Different degrees of support
were expressedfor theeity’s con-
tracted plans that were not yet fi-
nal They stillrequiredrevisionand
approval by committee vote in
November. However, these ini-
tiatives included condominiums
ontheriver, alakefronthotel and
relocation of the bike path.
Downtown patronization was
encouraged and Alpena’shistoric
theme was highlighted. The fate
of Mich-e-kew-is and Starlight
beaches was also mentioned.
Summer plansincluded aboard-
walk, children’s splash park and
outdoor Frisbee golf course. In
the winter, the current baseball
diamond would be flooded into
afree formicerink, anice-climb-
ing wall would be made and an

outdoormovie theatre would be

follow the same guidelines asa
regular public school. Their
teachers must be certified, their
4% and 5" graders have to take
the MEAP test, and they have to
report their membership to the
State. :

Bingham Academyhasaspecial
focus on the arts, including the
performingarts. Studentshave a
halfhour every day devoted to
art or music, and their social
studies curriculum also has a
special focus onthe arts integrated
into it. Ratherthan exclusively
studying facts, figures, times, and
dates, they explore the bigideas
thatchanged society. “Quite often
those [ideas] are either artisticin
nature, or the arts reflect the
changes in the time,” Miller
explained.
ThereisalsoaSpanishlanguage
classthatstartsat thekindergarten
level j

Bingham Academy has an

added emphasis on technology.
Thereisno computer labyet, but
there is a planned computer to
student ratio of one computer for
every three students. Mosaica
Education believes in weaving

Sdents hard at work (Photo by De Maramed).

technology intothe curmiculn, not
separating it. There are alsoplans
toputcamelasinevayclassmcim
andtelevisionmonitorsinthehalls.
Parentinvolvermentis a big part
of Bingham Academy. Parents
areencouraged to getinvolved,
andare welcome tocome inany
time withoutnotice toobservein
the classrooms, help out orbe
aitywhere elsethey wanttobg,,

Mosaica Education mvestéd
over half a million dollars: in
renovations for Justthcﬁxstﬂoor
of the Bingham Academy
building, and the planistoexpand
into the upstairs for six additional
classrooms. While there are still
skeptical parents and public
school officials, Milleris confident
that Bingham Academy ishereto
stay.

There are over one hundred
students currently enrolled.
Bingham Academy is one of 50

such institutions throughout the

US and Qatar, all owned by

Mosaica Education. This!
company manages public’

schoolseitherundercontract from
alocal school district or funded
directly by states.

Perspective

Opposing viewpoints on Alpena’s future

projected onto amassive snow
bank. Lastly, a 30-lot RV Park
was proposed.

A majority opposed the RV
Park in a vote and a few ex-
pressed their disapproval. It was
made clear that they could con-
tact the council members by e-
mail to lobby for any disagree-
mentstheyhad. They wouldhave
liked the frontage to be for the
general public and to be keptin
its current state. People exhibited
disdain forcommercialized de-
velopment thathad occurred on
the west side of the state, par-
ticularly Traverse City. The wa-
terfrontthere had oncebeenopen
butis now cluttered with hotels,
restaurants and businesses.
Alesser vocal minority cited that
another RV Park was needed.
One comment was made by a
lady inthe andiencetoher friend,
“ ... [inthe summer] relatives can-
not find a motel [because they
have to] find aroom a couple of
months in advance. People are
sobackwards.” This group sup-
ported the improvement of the
waterfrontto enhancetourismand
new business endeavors. Some
complained aboutthe currentlack
of economic development and
loss of jobs in the community.

Last year, 85 jobs were lost at
The Alpena Regional Medical
Center, one of the largest em-
ployers in the community, and
there has been a decline in en-
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rollment in the public schools. If
business endeavors are blocked
1N OUr OWN community we are
only committing ourselvestohav-
mg limitedlow paying jobs avail-
able. Alpenamay be the “per-
fectplace toraise a family” but
already one 1s pressed to find
employmentinthis town, letalone
raise a family on the wage they
arebeing paid. Peoplemay move
tomore developed cities specifi-
cally because they cannotafford
to live here. In Traverse City,
even though open lakefronthad
beendestroyed, developmental-
lowed tourismtocomeinandjobs
toopenupsothecity could thrive
yearround. Onlyupon retirement
can apersonreturn to Alpenato
spend their pension money. If this
ismaintaimed, there will notbe op-
portunities for employment to
meettheneeds of citizens andits
population will dwindle.

This city hashad ahistory of nu-
MErous oppositions to commu-
nity change. A few mentionable
include a proposition of acasino,
which would draw tourism; a
state prison that would provide
many higher payingjobs; and the
implementation of a four-lane
highway on the existing US-23,
whichwould give peopleaneasier
and directaccess tothe town and
the northeastern shore of Michi-
gan. These were opposed be-
causecouncilmembers fearedthat
crime would be brought in and

By Chris Engle

| | Sports/A&E Editor

The administration of
Alpena Regional Medical
Center (ARMC), previously
known as Alpena General
Hospital, has proposed a
change in the required dress
code for nurses that is
planned to take effect in
March.

The proposed dress code
would require the 205 nurses
of ARMC to wear uniforms,
or scrubs, consisting of blue
pants and a white shirt. The
rest of the hospital staff will
also be affected by the new
code. This strict dress code
would enable patients, as
well as hospital staff, to
distinguish nurses from other
staff members.

By Glenn Lenard
A&E/Perspectives Editor
Christmas Wish, a
program started here at
ACC over 25 years ago,
is going strong and
preparing for another year
of gifts and support from
local community members
to help out Alpena Public
Schools, Head Start, and
Hillman students.
If you have a little extra
jingle in your pocket this
. season,why not help out
jomeone who doesn’t.
You can stop in either
Center Building 104 or
106 to be matched up with

distupt the quiet atmosphere of
their little hometown. However,
Ifeelthat thisisunlikely, seeingas
though majorities of the people
who go to casinos are harmless
elderly; that if in the event anin-
matebroke outof the prison, they
would not stay inthecity; and a
‘highway would be a quicker,
More convenient means of trav-
elingaround the state.

Alpena needs new develop-
ments to be supported and en-
@Duraged if our population is to
1increase and the economy toim-
prove. We couldlook to the other
side of the state and aspire tobe
assuccessful.

Ithinkitis necessary for the pub-
lic to become more aware of
What is being proposed for the
community they live in and
i }:”ff{ e part in the decisions
made. By attending forums
and meetings concerning the
future of this town, change
can be implemented. In ad-
dition, discussing these issues
‘with family, friends and neigh-
bors can spread the word in-
directly and influence how
development happens. This
should be important to every-
one who lives here because
itwill guarantee adecent life for
ourselves and future genera-
tions. Open up your minds and
recogmze how our townneeds
fQ change and then take a stand
toimplent them.
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The administration of
ARMC states that this new
dress code was created in the
interest of patient safety.

The nurses’ union,
however, argues that
administration made a
unilateral decision to enact the
dress code change, and
breached contract by not
discussing the issue with the
union as agreed in contract.

Jim Engle, president of the
nurses’ union, plans to file an
unfair labor practice suit
against the administration.

“The administration is
unilaterally imposing monetary
requirements on the nurses as
conditions of employment,”
says Engle. The nurses are
required to purchase the new
uniforms themselves, since

a youngster or contact the
volunteer center directly at
358-7271, or 358-7335.
Gifts on the list range
from socks and sweaters to
toy trucks, and Barbie’s. If
you are looking to sponsor
a child this season, no
matter what age or amount
you are willing to donate,
they are sure to have
someone who is willing.
If you cannot donate cash
or gifts, then volunteering a

Page 3

New dress code at ARMC

most scrubs they currently
wear will not meet the
requirements.

“If (the change) is
instituted, the vast majority
of scrubs currently worn by
nurses will not be suitable for
the new dress code.”

Engle also added that the
administration’s statement
for instating the new dress
code as a patient safety issue
isillogical.

“If this is a patient safety
issue, why didn’t the
administration talk to
those most concerned

with patient safety - the
nurses?’”’
Diane Shields, of

administration at ARMC,
could not be reached for
comment on this issue.

Christmas Wish program needs donations, volunteers

few hours to wrap and
sort gifts the week of
December 6 may be for
you! iwContactilithe
Volunteer Center to set
up a time to stop in and
wrap a few gifts.

Christmas Wish has
provided gifts to Alpena,
Head Start and Hillman
students for many years,
and this wish will be no
different, especially if
everyone chipsin.

VOTED THE NUMBER ONE
BANK/CREDIT UNION BY YOU!

H.P.C. Credit Union

ber.

surrounding areas

And now YOU can join OUR Credit
Union Family...
*You are a relative of a current/deceased HPC Mem-

*You are over 55 and receive a retirement, Social
Security or a Pension and live in Alpena County and

* Or you are a student or employee at Alpena
Community College, or any of these businesses...

ABC Homes, Inc.

Alpena Beyerage

Alpena Furniture & Flooring
Alpena General Hospital

Alpena Glass Co. Inc.

Alpena Housing Commission
Alpena Mall

Alpena Medical Arts

Alpena Star Advertiser

Alpena Oil

Alpena: Supply Co.

Alzheimer’s Association
American Red Cross

Baker Manufacturing

Bay Motel

Catholic Human Services
Clements Water Refining Services
Computer Consultant Services
District Health Department #4
Duffy’s Computer & Supplies
Eagle Engineering

Employment Services Inc., and its Client Companys
Erb Lumber

First Baptist Church

Fletcher Motel & The Grove
Floyd Minton Cedar Post Co. Inc.
G&L Ventures, Inc. (Owl Cafe)
Glawe Corp.

Glik's

Gordon Food Services

Great North Foods

Harborside Dell & Catering, Inc.
Homant Propane

Inland Lakes management

In Other Woods

JC Penney

L&S Transit

Lafarge Corporation/Stoneport
Lakeside Motel

Lee’s

Magnaloy Coupling

#1 Nails & Tanning

Neiman's market

Northern Radio Network

Ives (WHSB, WHST, WHAK, WBMI,
WELG)

NuVision

Old Town Cafe

Ossineke Building Supply, Inc.
Panel Processing

Payless Shoes

People’s Used Cars,

Perch’s IGA

Pineview Nursing of Hillman
Radio Shack

Regis

Restoration Ministries

R.S. Scott & Associates
Shalla’s Service Station
Speednet, LLC

State Street Lube/State Street Auto Wash
Sterling Software Solutions
Straley, Ilsley & Lamp P.C.
Sunrise Side Dental Service
Sunrise Side Realty

Sunrise Supplies

Tendercare Greenview
Thunder bay Manufacturing
Tile Edge Systems

TJF's Professional Services
Tom Hendricks, PE.

Twin Acres (19th Hole)

1.E. Johnson Contracting Yinkee Ol
John’s Electric N
King Yenlure, Inc. (Burger King) \v’»\j:ly-nhga:;/ire
Komo's Zolnierek Ins. Co.
* Loans For * CD’s
Every Reason * Debit Cards
%« % a
Mortgages * Christmas Clubs
* Great Rates * Life Savings &
o . & .
Free Checking Loan Protection
* No Fee ATM’s at No Charge
* IRA’s

.. WEDO ITALL!

9:00 am - 12 Noon

H.P.C. Credit Union

Lobby Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Drive Thru: Monday thru Friday 8:30 am - 5:30 pm; Saturday

1234 W. Chisholm St.
(989) 354-4698
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The controversy over the separation of church and state examined

By Eric Dorcey
Huron Shores

Americans believe in what
they were taught to believe
and think that their country
should revolve around them.
Most people in this country
do not respect human rights
and the notion that others
have the freedom to do as
they please. Instead, they
believe that the government
should make sure that their
values and ways of life are not
disturbed. Well, that is not
what government is for. It is
there to protect the rights of
all the country’s citizens from
injustices, not just the
majority of the citizens. One
of the mostevident examples
of this in the history of

 American law is religious
persecution.

Many people rant on and on
about the separation of
church and state, but the sad
truth is that few of them even
know what the term actually
means. Ignorance is an
embarrassing thing to have as
well as witness. Let’s delve
into the basics of separation
of church and state.

The government cannot tell
religious organizations what,
how, or when to preach.
They musthave a “‘hands off”
approach, neither hurting nor
helping any religion. On the
flip side, religious groups
cannot control the
government either. They

cannot cause them to adopt
their policies or restrict any
other groups. '

Some of the many things the
separation of church & state
says:

* The government may not
tax citizens for the funding of
other religious groups.

* The government may not
tell citizens whatreligion they
should practice.

* The government may not
favor a certain group or
person because of their
beliefs.

Basically, the government
has no say as to what you do
in your religious practices as
long as you do not break any
laws, such as sacrificing
protected animals.

On the other hand, the
government must also protect
your rights, not just stay
away from them. If your
religious rights are violated,
the government must defend
them. Such instances could
include being discriminated
against by an employer or
another level of the
government. In addition, the
government must provide
police protection for religious
minorities that gather in
public torally or protest. This
is like the Ku Klux Klan of
today, who are allowed to
rally and express their
opinions as long as they do
notbreak any laws. They are
a group of racist, sexist,

horrible people in my view,
but they still have the right
to convey their messages,
no matter how idiotic they
are. A

One issue involving the
interpretation of what is
secular and what is religious
is the Ten Commandments,
Those that say they are
secular and allowable in
government buildings are
missing akey word in them:
“God.” That word is totally
religious, and because of
that, it does not agree with
those who do not believe in
God. Anything related to
government must be
completely neutral, neither
showing favoritism or
discrimination towards any
group, sex, race, creed, or
social class. Basically,
everything must be
applicable to all people.
Howeyver, as we all know,
Americans are extremely
stubborn and want things
their way. One must realize
though, that the American
Revolution was an effort to
get away from persecution
in hopes of a life of freedom.
Our founding fathers were
not trying to create their own
religion and get away from
Great Britain. They were

topic of interest. Here is the
bottom line on this: students are
allowed to practice their
religion as long as it does not
interfere with the normal

functions of school. Teachers

and other staff members are

not allowed to promote or

teach religion in public schools.

In other similar cases, local
officials cannot make certain

religious beliefs a requirement
for office, and government
‘leaders cannot make members

of other religions feel left out.

" Some major injustices
concerning the separation of
church & state:

% School Vouchers — These

trying to get us away from

the rules of England so that |

we could practice tHe
religion of our choice.
Prayer in school is another

In

vouchers allow children from
public schools to go to

‘expensive private schools

(such as Catholic schools)
‘without any cost to the parents.
other words, the
government is taking money

away from public schools and

giving it to private ones. If you
want your kid there, you

should have to pay forit.

* Swearing On The Bible In
Court — An extremely old

tradition that is hardly ever

looked at as being a violation
of religious freedom. It is true
that most Americans are
Christians, but what about
those who are not? The “So
help you god?” phrase is totally
unconstitutional,

* Pledge Of Allegiance Tn

School — A once daily
requirement, it is now rarely

pushed in school. The
problem with it is the phrase
“one nation, under God.”
Under what? Sorry, but not
everyone believes in God.
Change it so that it applies to
all citizens.

* National Anthem - Though
I have not heard of any
instances of it, there is the
possibility of people being
harassed or assaulted by
choosing not to stand during
the National Anthem or
remove their hat. This is
purely ridiculous. If you want
to stand for it, great. If
someone else doesn’t, turn
the other cheek and forget
about it. It is their right.

* Gay Marriage — The Holy
Bible says that homosexuality
is wrong. So what? You can
be against it all you want, but
if someone else doesn’t
believe in the Bible, then it’s
not wrong to him or her. The
“one man, one woman’ idea
is a total crock. If you don’t
like the idea of gay marriage,
think about this: homosexuals
will be gay, no matter what.
Why should it matter if they
live together as partners or as
husband and husband? Let’s
not forget the other thing anti-
gay people say, “Legalizing
gay marriage will slow
population growth.” Yeah,
sure. They are going to be gay
and not reproduce anyways.
It really doesn’t make a
difference if they are married

or not. Grow up,
conservatives. This is the year
2004, not 1835.

* “In God We Trust” —This
inscription on United States
legal tender is not meant to
mean God specifically, but it
may offend some people.
One could argue that if
someone doesn’t like what is
written on his or her bills then
they should just not use them
at all. This is not entirely fair
though and should be changed
soit pleases everyone.

* Abortion — Some people
say that their religion is against
abortion and therefore it should
be outlawed. Well, they forget
to realize that no religion or
religious fundamental shall be
imposed upon any citizen. Just
like the gay marriage issue, if
your beliefs are not against i,
then youmay engageinit. Plus,
if it does not affect you, why
make a fuss about it? It’s
someone else’s personal
choice to do what they want
with their body. It’s all about
rights here people. Women’s
rights as well as religious
rights.

We can argue all day and
ask, “Why don’t you non-
believers just get over it and
stop complaining about
everything?’ The beauty of our
country is not just that we have
the freedom to choose our
own religion, but also that we
have the right to complain
about anything we want.

1
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AGC Events Calendar

November

Public Debut of Dr. Russell H. and Fromilda
Y. Wilson Art Gallery, 4-7 p.m., Room 212
Natural Resources Center. Refreshments by

Student Senate Blood Drive, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Rooms 104-106, The Center Building

Deadline to apply for Spring Graduation

Fall Break- no classes; college offices open.

ACC Board of Trustees Meeting, 7 p.m.,
Room 400, Natural Resources Center

ACC Players perform Cheating Cheaters, a
light comedy. For more information, call Karol
Walchak, ext. 7349

East/West Basketball Tournament-ACC
women play at 6 p.m., men at 8 p.m. on 11/19,
and ACC women play at 5:15 p.m., ment at 7:30

Thanksgiving vacation-College Closed.
Christmas Wish Receiving, Center 104-106.

Donors may deliver gifts through Dec. 3. Gifts
will be wrapped and sorted on Dec. 6.

did.

became president.

Live: From BIC 106 .. it's from the
editor

This election was one of the closest and most scrutinized in
recent years, maybe even more than the 2000 election. So
no one can ever say that our vote didn’t count, because it

And this was maybe the first time in a lorig time that the
youth vote was so influential, because this is probably the
first time in a long time that we cared so avidly about who

Let’s hope that this s just the start of all of us becoming po-
litically aware, and not apathetic about the workings of our

pwn country. Let’s make the politicians fear the youth vote.

/.

2071 W. M-32
Alpena, Mi 48707
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Fall 2004 Lumberjack Staff

i .
Meet the Editors: Dominick Miller,
Managing/Sports Editor

Hola, mi llamo Dom.I’'m a
sophomore here at ACC, majoring
in journalism. Next year I’ll be at
CMU, also majoring in journalism.
Hopefully in the future I'll live in
Chicago. As if anybody reading
that really cares, but oh well.
Anyway, I still like that old time
rock and roll, that kind of music
just soothes the soul.

Managing/Sports: Dominick Miller
Managing/News: De Maramed
Sports/A&E: Chris Engle
Photo/Perspectives: Kara
McDonald

A&E/Perspectives: Glenn Lenard
Advisor: Ann Kitalong-Will
Contributors: Alicia Estlack,
Crystal Nelson, Eric Dorcey

Volume 7, Issue 3. The fall, 2004 Lumberjack is printed on September 21, October 12,
November 9 and December 7. Opinions expressed are strictly those of the writers and are
not endorsed by Alpena Community College or by the entire Lumberjack staff. Letters to
the Editor can be sent to our e-mail address: acclumberjack@yahoo.com, mailed to: The
Lumberjack, Alpena Community College, 666 Johnson St., Alpena, MI 49707, or dropped off
at the Besser Tech Center, room 106. All letters to the editor must include valid contact
information for verification purposes. The Lumberjack reserves the right not to publish any
letter that does not contain contact information or what we deem inappropriate in any way.
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Random
thoughts

Random thoughts while
wondering if the world will
ever be the same now that the
phrase “World Champion

Boston Red Sox” is in
everyday use. .. v
*Does anybody really care

thatthe hockey More
season isn’t Cowbell
going on? [
mean, seriously. |

Stanley Cup*
basically sealed
the deal anyway.
The sport is dying in the
United States outside of
Detroit, Boston and New
York. Do the people in
Atlanta, Nashville, Phoenix
and Los Angeles even know
they have a hockey team?

*If, for some reason, the
NHL is disbanded forever,
does the Stanley Cup stay
with Tampa Bay for good?
How sad would that be?

* I don’t know if it is just
me, butl am really not excited
about the 2004-05 NBA
season. First of all, and I’1l
freely admit this, I am a Bulls
fan. I am originally from
Chicago, and I have never
switched allegiances. Frankly,
the Bulls are going to be
terrible (again, like every year
since the Dynasty broke up).
The Pistons are good, but I
would rather stick a pen in my
eye then watch them
consistently (I’m sorry, but
defensive minded teams are
boring to watch, you have to
admit.) I could care less that
Shaq is in Miami and that
Kobe now has free reign to
shoot the ball 100 times a
game in L.A. Tracy
McGrady is now on the
Rockets (yawning), and, wait,
I just lost my train of thought.
Are there more than 20 true
NBA fans left out there?

* While I was happy that the
Red Sox were able to

| capture that elusive World
- Series crown, I found myself
\'getting angrier and angrier as
‘the post game celebration
‘carried on. See, [ am a Cubs
fan, and now that the Sox
' have erased that tricky little
curse from their existence, all
eyes now fall on the Cubs. If
the North Siders don’t win it
| all in the next couple years, I
may go crazy. It’s justnotright
that Boston fans were able to
‘enjoy this before we (Cubs
fans) were.

* Does anybody else find the
new Eminem song (or any
Eminem song, for that matter)
profoundly annoying, with the
yelling parts in the middle?
That really has nothing to do
with sports, but I just had to
say it.

* You read it here first:
Meeting in the Super Bowl
this year will be Philadelphia
and, nope, not New England,
but the J-E-T-S Jets, Jets,
Jets.

Dominick
Miller

Grand Lake, is

ACC
Navigators
need more
student
participation
By Dominick Miller
Managing/Sports Editor

Alot of the youth in Alpena
seem to complain about the
lack of activities for them to
take partin. While it’s true that
Alpena has no clubs or
amusement parks to hang out
at, there is a group here at
ACC that is dedicated to
finding fun things to do.

The ACC Navigators have
made it their mission to find
fun, possibly chalienging
activities that every student
can take part in. The only
problem,
though,
is that
not a lot
0 f
students
have
ble ¢im
showing
up for Navigator events, and
the weather has made it almost
impossible to schedule events.

“We’ve had a hard time
finding people,” Navigator
President Kyle Johnston said.
“We need to get people to
come out and getinvolved, or
the program will die off.”

It has been tough for
Johnston, who is in his first
year as President. While the
numbers have been declining
some, the weather has made
it almost impossible to get any
planned events on the move.
Camping trips to Cheboygan,
Flint and another to Southern
Michigan have been cancelled
due to weather, and paint ball
and orienteering events have
also been cancelled. Also,

Kyle Johnston, ACC
Navigators President

Rifle season ju

Esau Perch: .

If you’re getting tired of
cleaning ducks or upland
game birds, dust off your
fishing rod and head out to
Lake Esau for some excellent
perch fishing. Lake Esau,
located on the east side of

Alpena
275 acres of Outdioers

secluded water .
teeming with (
perch. Find a
depth of 15-20
feet and use
Mminnows on a
simple hook
and line rig.

Chris

Engle

Letting your bait rest on
bottom will increase your
chances of catching the larger
fish, often as large as 12
inches, but nine inches is

average.

In the past decade, over
100,000 walleye have been
planted, and numbers of adults
arehigh. Using larger walleye
minnows will not only attract
the bite of larger perch, but

.
| | ’f v

“‘;%‘

)

ACC faculty member Matt Du, :
Pictured Rocks National Lake.
the year, but without more stu

kel and former Navigator member Johnny Roe stand on a bridge at the
e on Lake Superior. The Navigators plan trips like these throughout
participation, these trips may soon cease to exist (photo courtesey

Kyle Johnston). i

trips to Ocqueoc Falls and 2

canoeing trip on Thunder Bay
River have also been stalled™
due to the weather.

' have two events planned:
* geocacheing (using GPS to
locate predefined points), and

_ ‘J a ski trip. The geocacheing is

“We have just been nalled* 'x almost like a treasure hunt for

‘with some crappy weather,”
Johnston lamented. “It’ sbeen
terrible.”

But, as the evidence from

before states, the Navigators

have plenty of fun,

challenging events always
lined up. The group has

traditionally gone on hiking

and camping trips, but canoe
trips, paint ball trips and ski
trips are also part of the
norm.

“People can come just
mooch off us,” Johnston said
with a laugh. “Come use our
equipment. If you want to get
involved with something, or
need something to be
dedicated to, this could be it.

“Of if you want to come for
one event, that’s great too,”
Johnston added.

Towards the end of this

semester, the Navigators

some of these ‘eyes as well.

Rifle Deer Season:
Hunters across Michigan
are gearing up for opening
day of rifle deer season.
Opening day, also known as
St. Antler’s Day, is a holiday
where hunters aren’t forced
to spend time with family, but
imstead sitin the cold and wait
for a deer to walk by. It also
 provides students with a
three-day  weekend,
something we haven’t
experienced in months. No
matter how you spend
November 15, the spirit of
the holiday will make you
glad you live in northern
Michigan.

For those of you who
prefer, or have no choice,
but to dodge bullets on state
land, look for areas with
numerous oaks where the
squirrels haven’t cleaned
out the acorns and are near
heavily traveled deer trails.
A blind of just a few

3 b g people. It will take place
December 3. The ski trip 1s
usually one of the most

' popular events the Navigators
host. In the past, 30-40

" people have attended, while

st year there was between

8 5-20.

. The Navigators will pay for

agsportation to and from the

rt. All participants will
need to pay for would be
equipment rental (if you don’t
have any), a lift ticket and
possibly a meal or two. With
alarger group, Nubs Nob will
include group rates, making
thelift ticket cheaper.

L ,ﬂst year, the Navigators

tO@k a trip to the Pictured

Rocks, and the group had a
teat time. There was some

serious hiking on that trip, but

ngbody felt left behind. A

imilar plan is being

bi aﬁches and ferns against
Exee should provide
e "ugh cover. Ridges and

) ‘-,'ng lot, so leave your
uns at home. Have a safe
L successful deer season!

Valleye get a new home
inLong Lake:

}Y\ears of effort from the
D’Qﬂg Lake Improvement
Association finally paid off
when 14,000 young walleye
were planted in the lake on
November 4. Money came
ffom donations given by
residents all over the area
vﬁ]:lo felt it was important to
re$tock the lake and help
rebuild a strong sport fish
Opulation. Long Lake
Improvement Association
W%;hts to thank everyone

vho made contributions to
this great cause!

formulated for the spring. Any
event will cost no more than
$30. Everything is contingent
on student involvement. -

“We just like to have funin
the outdoors,” Johnston said.
“We enjoy the nature around
us. There is a lot of
camaraderie and we enjoy it.”

It’s easier to get in touch with
the Navigators. They have an
e-mail address,
accnavigators@yahoo.com,
and they post flyers any time
an eventis scheduled. If you
have a suggestion for an event,
don’t hesitate to drop them a
line.

Sadly, Johnston will have to
step down as President of the
Navigators at the end of the
semester, as he will be finished
at ACC. He has putin a great
deal of time and effort in trying
tokeep the club afloat this year.

“I"ve really developed a
sense of leadership, and a
better understanding of
people’sdifferences,” Johnston
said.

Page &
Men’s
Basketball up

in the air

By Dominick Miller
Managing/Sports Editor

If one were wondering what
the ACC men’s basketball
team is going to be like this
year, head coach Frank
McCourt would not be the
person you would want to
ask. He really doesn’t know
yet himself.

“It’s hard to tell right now,”
MecCourt said. “Everybody is
pretty even. We have no
definite starters. Last year, at
this time, I knew who my
players were. This year, I
really don’t. If I knew that, I
would have picked captains
by now.

“We’re quicker than we
were last year. We had no
team last year. We have a lot
better chemistry this year,”
McCourt added.

Please see Men’s, page 6.

Women'’s
basketball will
be tough

By Dominick Miller
Managing/Sports Editor

Head women’s basketball
coach Bobby Allen likened a
scrimmage held earlier this
season to a heavyweight fight:
his team kept taking punches,
but they never went down.
That could be the theme of
the 2004-05 season. This
team will not stop playing until
the final buzzer sounds.

The Lady Lumberjacks

feature a small roster, but the

‘team is a scrappy, fighting

bunch, and they will make it
absolutely tough on any
opponent they face ‘this
season.

“We are starting to come
together,” Allen said. “We
have a good team. Our
defense is better than [

Please see Women'’s, page 6

st around the corner

Ryan and Kevin Suszek show off a
bag a deer this season, send us a picture with your name and a brief
description of your hunt to acclumberjack@yahoo.com. Good luck!
(photo courtesy Ryan Suszek)

few nice blue wing teals. If you

Upcoming and Current Seasons:

November 14:

* Archery season ends; resumes December 1.

* Pheasant season ends.

* Ruffed grouse season ends; resumes December 1
* Common snipe and rail season ends.

November 15:

* Regular rifle deer season;

November 28:
* Duck season ends.
December 4-12:

ends November 30.

* Late Canada goose season; seasons for all goose
species ends December 12.
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Page 6

Continued from page 5
expected, but we are still
going to need to improve on
some things. It was nice
having that scrimmage. We
were able to get some
differentlooks.”

One problem plaguing the
team is the injury bug. Just
about every player has had
some sort of ailment, but
Allen has seen the positive in
that, as well. “We have had a
lot of mjuries, but we have had
alot of other players step up
while others are hurt. We
have alot of people doing a
lot of things, and everybody
is pickingitup.”

“We connect together as a
team,” sophomore guard
Vanessa Weckwert said. “It
seems like we’ve been
playing together for longer
than we have. I think we’ll
have a good season.”

Weckwert is one of the five
returning sophomores to the
team, along with Bridget
Hillard, Stephanie Stanley,
Anna Bashans and Megan
VanSchoten. Joining the team
as freshmen are Amanda
Mast, Michelle Lynn, Kelli
Weichel, Megan Grulke,
Angela Montie, Anna
Himick, Lee Anne Peasley
and Jessica Patterson.

“Once we have a full,
healthy team, we’ll be pretty
good,” Weichel said. “We’ll
be hard to defend.”

During early scrimmages,
while the defense has been
solid, the offense has been a
little inconsistent. “We need
to work on the aspect of
offense, or our lack thereof,”
Allen said with a laugh. “We
like to run a flex and a motion
offense. Right now we are
playing run and shoot. We’ll

Anna Bashans (shooting) will be an intregral part of the ACC Worr%en’s basketball team (photo by Dominick Miller).
Roster

Name:

Amanda Mast
Michelle Lynn
Kelli Weichel
Bridget Hillard
Megan Grulke
Stephanie Stanley
Vanessa Wekwert
Anna Bashans
Angela Montie
Anna Himick
Megan VanSchoten
52 Lee Anne Peasley
54 Jessica Patterson
Head Coach: Bobby Allen

getit, though.”

Allen sees his team finishing
in the middle of the
conference. There is enough
talent on the roster to really
be a force this season.

“We'’re working hard at it,”
Allen commented. “We have
a lot of talent and they try
hard. We have a lot more
scorers than we had in the

Assistant Coaches: Renee Sheppler, Joni Ames ] 2

Y& Pos. Ht.
F G 5-5
F G 55
F G 5-7
S G 5-10
F C/F 5-10
S G/F 56
S G 5-5
S G/F 5-7
F F 59
F G 54
S FIC 5-10
F F 59
F F 5-10

past, and we also ha
scorers who defend.”

The Lady Lumbetjacks
open up the season against
Muskegon in the East/West
Tourney held at ACC on
November 19 at 6 p.m.
Admission s free to students,
$5 for the public. Make sure
to come out and suppottthe
Lady Lumberjacks.:

Baskethall Schedule
Date:  Opponent: Time:
11/19  East/West Tourney at ACC 2p.m.
11/20  East/West Tourney at ACC 1pm.
12/3 Can/Am Tourney at ACC 2p.m.
|12/4 Can/Am Tourney at ACC 1p.m.
12/10 ~ Christmas Tourney at Muskegon 1pm.
12/11  Christmas Tourney at Muskegon 1p.m.
12/17 = Holiday Inn Thunder Bay Classicat ACC ~ 2p.m.
12/18 = Holiday Inn Thunder Bay Classic at ACC ~ 1p.m.
1/5 at Schoolcraft 5:30p.m.
1/8 vs. Henry Ford 5:30p.m.
1/10 at Macomb 5:30p.m.
1/12 vs. Oakland 5:30p.m.
1/15 at Mott 1p.m.
1/19°  vs. Delta 5:30p.m.
1/22 at Kirtland lpm.
1/26 vs. St. Clair 5:30p.m.
1/29 vs. Schoolcraft 5:30p.m.
2/2 at Henry Ford 5:30p.m.
2/S vs. Wayne (Homecoming) 5:30p.m.
2/9 at Oakland 5:30p.m.
2/12 vs. Mott 5:30p.m.
2/16 at Delta 5:30p.m.
2/19 vs. Kirtland 5:30p.m.
2/22 at St. Clair 5:30p.m.
Note: Tournament times do not reflect exactly when ACC plays-just
when the tournament starts. Conference games feature the
women’s game first, followed by the men’s game, which starts
about a half-hour afterwards.

Men’s hoops still a question mark early on

Continued from page 5
The first thing noticeable
about the 2004-05 men’s
team is the fact that they
are young. Only four
players who saw time last
year return, and a fifth
returns who was red-
shirted a year ago. That
leaves 12 freshman
players on the roster.

The players returning
include Ryan Amesbury,
Jamaal Slappey, Jamaal
Lawson and Brandon
Armour. Troy Turner was
red-shirted.

New players include
Thomas Bray, Kelly Potts,
Justin Morris, Silas
Perreault, Robert Long,
Robert Brandt, Daryl
Martin, Chris Ellis,
Damion Perkins, Reggie
Rogers and  Matt
Unkovich.

McCourt is frank about
the upcoming season. “If
I’m 5-19 again this year, I
won'’t tolerate it.” He has
indicated that he may
consider stepping down if
he endures another season

Dominick Miller).
like last one.

Heading into conference
play, with perennial
powers like Schoolcraft,
Mott and Wayne County,
the biggest thing that may
hurt ACC is their lack of
experience and lack of
height. This team, as
McCourt mentioned, will
be quicker, and they have

Troy Turner (with ball) was red-shirted last year, but he’ll ]

a better grasp of team
play, however. ,‘
“hey’ re young!}‘,”
assistant coach Bobby
Allen said. “Wheneve
they find a leader, they’ll
be something, though.”

year, the squad finish

role on the team this year (photo by

19. On the 20-win team,
ACC featured Josh Walker,
an All-American performer
who carried the team. Last
year, while the team had
serious talent, nobody
stepped up and took the
lead. While he feels that this
team will be better than last
year’s 5-win team, he is still
waiting for somebody to

iz
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Head Coach: Frank McCourt
Asst. Coach: Bobby Allen

step up and take charge.

The Alpena Community
College men’s basketball
team opens up the regular
season at home against
Muskegon at 8 p.m. in the
East/West Tournament on
November 19. Three games
will preceed that game on the

ACCfloor, including the ACE.

women.

November 8, 2004

Women’s basketball on the rise nwtimay

SPORTS EDITION

What are your
plans for the
opening day of rifle
season?

‘I am going
hunting out on
my property.” -
Dustin Dobbyn

“Hunting in a
tree stand in my
back yard.” -
Josh Schenk

“I disapprove of
hunting, so I will
stay home and
sleep.” - Audrey
Patterson

‘1 am going out
to my back yard
and hunting.” -
Jared
Lackowski

“I will just stay
home and sleep
in.” - Shawn
Stevens
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Arts & Entertainment

November 8, 2004

Evening of the Macabre a thrilling success

By Chris Engle
Sports/A&E Editor

It was a full house on
October 26 as an audience
gathered for a night of dark
tales and poetry at the second
annual Evening of the
Macabre, held at the Besser
Tech Center at ACC.

The readings set the mood
for the Halloween holiday
and were intended for a
mature audience, since some
readings included graphic
depiction of violence and
morbid situations, as well as
some adult language. Candles
and decorations also added

“to the dark atmosphere.

The readers who presented

their own works included
Stephanie Skaluba,
Christopher Williams, Chris
Engle, Karen Schuman,
Jennifer Corwin, Robert
Freitas, and staff members
Tom Ray and Priscilla
Homola.

vl’/

Audiences knew they were in for a frightening evening (photo ky

Chris Engle).

Ray was the person in
charge of putting the Evening
together. “It’s a very good
way for writers to show off
their work,” Ray said in an
earlier interview.

Refreshmentsar‘l
decorations were provided
by the Student Senate.

If you were unable to attend
this night of great storytelling,
be sure to catch it next year!

Fahrenheit/Hype 9/11

By Glenn Lenard
A&E/Perspectives Editor
Producer/ Film Director
Michael Moore has done it
again: Fahrenheit 9/11 was
released on Tuesday
October 5, 2004. 'Within
hours of being on the shelf at
local video stores, all copies
were rented out. Why was
this Independent film such a
huge blockbuster? The film
revealed many different points
that some used to sway their
votes for this past election.
With the film starting out
with the scandals associated
with the 2000 Florida
election, it was sure that this
film was going to turn heads.
Fahrenheit 911 shows a
series of broken down
images, video clips and
sound bites of how President
Bush reacted to the terrorist
attacks on September 11.
The documentary also talks
about the abuse of power
and fear tactics that Bush has
used throughout his term.
Michael Moore is your
average American. He
wears glasses, has a beard,
has brown hair with a few

gray strands, wears jeans,
baseball caps and has the
slightly over weight pudgy
look. So why has he made a
video with such harsh
statements towards his
president? He feels that it is
his duty and right as a US
Citizen to express his
thoughts and concerns.
Both Royal Knight and
State Theatre in Alpena
refused to show the film,
despite the high demand.
GKC Theaters, which owns
both theaters, does not
support ' and  show
independent films. This
caused many letters to the
company’s corporate offices
protesting their actions, and
why they think the film should

UNRAVELING THETRUTH
ABOUTFAHRERHEITO/T / » oo
EMICHAELMOORE

be viewed.

Due to lack of public
viewing in theaters, some
community members came
together and had a showing
of Fahrenheit 9/11here at
ACC. After the showing of
Fahrenheit = 9/11, a
community member took it
upon himself to show
Fahrenhype 9/11 to the
community allowing people
tosee both sides of Moore’s
story. The college did not in
any way support the views
expressed in either of the
movies. Instead, it gave
viewers the opportunity to
see what many believe is both
sides of the story.

If you have not seen the
films yet, Irecommend that
you head over to your local
video store and check them
out today.

Page 7

Bored in 80 seconds

By Chris Engle
Sports/A&E Editor

Around the World in 80
Days hosts an impressive
cast, including Jackie Chan,
John Cleese, Kathy Bates,
and the Wilson brothers. Too
bad it wasn’t any good.

The movie, based on the
popular Jules Verne novel by
the same name, is the most
recent of several films
attempting to animate, or
destroy, this classic literary
work. The previous attempt
at this film featured Pierce
Brosnan and Eric Idle.

The film takes place at the
turn of the century, where
inventor Phileas Fogg (Steve
Coogan) makes a bet with
some corrupt old men that he
can travel around the world

n...80days. He teams up
with a Chinese man named
Passepartout (Chan) and
they set out on their
adventure. Along the way,

they encounter several groups
of men trying to slow their
progress, and, what would
you know, these men are
ninjas- cue Chan’s character.

There are numerous fight
scenes that are typical of
Chan’s style- utilizing any kind
of ladders or chairs that may
be near, to defeat his
attackers. Unfortunately,
these fights are toned down
in order for the movie to be
made under the Walt Disney
label.

When the travelers make
a stop in China, Chan’s
character takes some time out
to visit his village. .. Why is it
in every adventure movie
starring a Chinese character,
they always have to make a
stop at their village?

This film makes for a
decent family movie that
children can enjoy and parents
can suffer through together.
Watch out for surprise

Make sure to not waste your
time on Around the World in 80
Days (photo courtesy
yahoomovies.com,)

appearances by Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Rob
Schneider.

The DVD includes audio
commentary, deleted scenes,
an alternate opening, and a
music video.

I’d try to come up with a
snappy closing line for this
review, but this movie just
isn’t worth it. 3 out of 5 stars.

DIO is undisputed master

By De Maramed
Managing/News Editor
2004 has been a banner
year for metalheads. The
original Judas Priest is back

f. together, and Iced Earth,
" | Queensryche, BLAZE, and

Megadeth have all released
ste]lar records. And now the
grandfather of heavymetal,
the midget with a giant’s
voice, Ronnie James Dio, is
back with the fresh new solid
rocker Master Of The
Moon.

Formerly of Black Sabbath,
Elf, and Rainbow, Dio has
become famous for his
dungeons and dragons
themed-songs. During the
1986 Sacred Heart tour, he
even sparred with a huge
dragon onstage while knights
shot lasers from their eyes.
"His last few albums - with
the exception of 2000’s
Magica - have strayed from
the mythical and magical, and

‘Master Of The Moon

continues this trend. Dio’s

|unique mix of rock and roll

and slow, building metal is
furhter complemented by
returning guitarist Craig
Goldy, delivering some very
unique guitar effects to
complement Dio’s huge

Master... is able to do what
most later DIO albums
couldn’t: remain consistently
good through the whole
record. Master... starts out
with “One More For The
Road,” a crowd-pleasing yet
ultimately forgettable rock
anthem. The title track
“Master Of The Moon” is
next, and although a little on
the short side, it still delivers.

The next four tracks keep
the album chugging along on
full steam, with standouts
“The Man Who Would Be
King,” and “Eyes.” “The Man
‘Who Would Be King”” marks
Dio’s first time dabbling in the
political realm; speaking out
against President Bush and
the War in Iraq.

Master of the Moon (photo credit De Maramed)

tSeialic ks |
il “Living The
ILie. ¢ and
“Death By
JESofvie
Neither are
VeI
interesting or
| noteworthy,
[ | and are better
left alone. The
1 albumregains

its footing with
] ‘I Am” and
the final track
“In Dreams.”

Master... has only a few
drawbacks; one being that it’s
always been hard to
understand what exactly Dio
is singing about. His love of
metaphors and similes often
leaves you scratching your
head, wondering just what the
hell he’s talking about. Dio is
to music what The Matrix
Trilogy is to movies - in order
to fully understand and
appreciate it, you have to
actually think about it.

Aside from that, it comes
down to simple taste. If
you’ve got a hankering for
some classic heavy metal
that’s not too loud or too fast,
then dive right into Master
Of The Moon. 4 out of 5

\'\‘ g)g}vgrlgolntlg}n% , | voice.

All Columbia Mens &
Women’s Sportswear

20% Oft

lee’s Alpena Mall

Department Store

Master... falters with the stars.

Will's Gun Shop

Hull-Sexvice Gnnsmiths: Repair & Restoration, Servicing All Makes & Models!
Ixtensive Ammunition [nventory < Hunting Supplies & Aceessories

es

Bast Nide of Hubbard Lake = Gall ©20-2500 EMail info@WillstunShop.com

11’8 ALL AB
1028 13523 North «Alpera, MY 49707
3544082

Jimmie Garant’s

variety of magazines, and
the best assortment of cold

* - 2
m Cut out this ad and present Now Located in Six States

‘W when ordering. Offer good at
B Dunkin’ Donuts of Alpena only
. intil December 6, 2004

AN EEE N EENEEEEES

Access When You Need It!

w,
(=]

r Let National City take care of all your banking needs!
122 N. Second Ave.

beer and wine!

1226 W. Chisholm 354-4366]

Call 358-1900 or email info@deepnet.com 354-0226

A Thinking Internet? Balt atore :
ﬂ’E Think DeepNet! e , s || * Free student Checking
z (=] ‘WEDDINGS & PARTIES OUR SPECIALTY : Buy one = !
u. o Unlimited Local Access ¢ We feature a large selection] 2 . L * Visa Check Card
« Webmail » Tech Support ¢ = breakfast sandwich, = ;
. Vi Sak ol microbrews, a huge ow Ikate Credit Car
(< b] Virus & SPAM Protection { microb h get one free! : A Rate Credit Card
.
u
n
m
u

Nationalcity.com




Page &

Rhonda Snyder is no stranger to
Showcase. Last year she had
some amazing sculptures to
show us.

This year she’s back, and
she has managed to fuse her
sculpture making into another
one of her hobbies - music.

Each guitar you see here is
a fully playable electric guitar.
The necks have been molded
into the base, which she de-
signed herself.

Why? Simply because she
wanted a challenge to over-
come.

In order for these to play,
the clay had to be just right, the
intonation had to be just so in
order for the guitars to sound
right.

It took her a whole semes-

RHONDA SNY ‘ DR ISBACK

e e

ter to make just these three gui-

tars.

Her next hurdle will be a huge
plexiglass stand-up bass, built from
the inside out. The body will be in the
shape of a flame, with the solid struc
ture being the neck. , il
Rhonda has never taken any art

classes, even in high school. But AC C

allowed her to finally open up, cre-
atively. _Ia*‘

Her long term goal is to eventuﬂ
ally teach. )
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Managing & News Editor‘”rt

Fhotos b Kara McDonald
Fhoto Edltor

November 9, 2004




