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“cut from a long
~ ground
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- wheels on either snde nearly 3 ft. in

 buildings.
Gregory dled in 1839 shﬂrtly after '
being overcome by heat on a roof job,

' Alpena ' from Laehme
' --Canada_ just seven mra premous ;

- The time is the year of 1882, e
Take a ride in a horse and buggy s
down Johnson St. from U.S: 23 N. Try  (SSes
to imagine: NO CARS, just horses = §S&%
and buggies, horses and carts, BB
horses and blcydﬁ and peOple on

foot.

dent center and the college.

' Down ' Chisholm Street at the ki
bridge, the road is made of cedar post  SEEEIE
i ground, At the corner of i ' §
" Chisholm and Second Avenue, where
- the Royal Knights building now sits, .
~+'js the general store. They sell all
~'kinds of things, from mittens. and, _

boots to a piece of chewing tobacco

by means of a coffee grinder. -
grinder on the counter has .

" Ladies- wear lang dresm and men’

wear almost the same styles as they

~do' today. Suspendm ovei' the
" shoulders.

. Horses hitchmg pusts are ~all along

" the streets.

Travel on- around the comer and

~ over to 421 S. Sixth. Gregoire Bleau
' and his wife Georgina live here. _
'+ @Gregoire built the house himself
with'the help of his sons and other
"'relatives, carpenters who worked
 with himand were contracted by him '

from then on in and around Alpena
and  neighboring  towns.
Alfred, Ferdinand, Edward, Hnmer

~ John, Marcellua, and”Marcellus Jr.

are a few of the carpmters who work-

ed inthatgroup.

It was common in those days tor a

family to teach and hand down the
family trade from one generation to .

the next. Many of these carpenters e
also lived in the same household with
Gregory. This seems reasonable, too,
since there were few houses and no

- unions to imprtwe a wurhng man 5

welfare.

These men helped conﬁtruct St.

* Bernard Church and steeple, the ce-
and many other_ |

ment plant

He was only 54. He had come to

There is no college and 1o atudent .
center. Carts pulled by horses are - R W, -

' white sand to various < SSEREE
SIM from a huge Saﬂd ]ﬂt Rt | e H " o ot ,1:{
believed the site of the present stu- SRR . B

bar or coffee hand- §

1919 during

epidemic in Alpena.’ Joseph, M,
livedin Alpena all his life.

Omar,

. sister - in- exchange
cash and the care of his small son.
This house still stands at 621 Adam.
There’s a little barn in back of this
. house where the Sylvesters kept a
“cow.  Although the house has been

Ontano, ,

GREGORY BLEAU

-*and his wife on Cawnaugh Street
“Omar was a spry littlé Frenchman
who had learned ¢z

pentry from his
father andl did that kmd of work all

7 hislife.

.Octave and Omar lmd two sons
Gem'ge and Joseph, George died in

Octave daed when George was 0nly

14 and Joseph was just a toddler of
219, Fhere was no Weltare Dept. like
today. And there was no choice but to
take care of themaelves the best way 2

they could.

her and her hushand and children

while Omar built a new home for s
for some sma]l

remodeled much since, the little barn
out in back remains a renuuder of the
past Oh! If only 1teauld talk!

There were athers who helpe‘d care

fﬂrJuse Mr. & Mrs. Felix Prieur
902 'ﬁthlﬁmdﬂmartnmkm

Tobss t0 the mnldmg of a new home for thern

voars ol T T
L years uld when he
came from Canada with his dad,
. Gregor _‘,mlﬂaﬂ Qmarlwedat‘lﬁls

PO L L 4 s PO/N ;; fﬁs ’

Omarwas 19

()m&r mmanu
Ellen wﬂ ..
at...: ol e

mmek “Thls

the terrible lnflumza

“Joan,

-

wluch was not there ongmally ‘No
rage was there when Joe lived

home from 'St.

d be sewing, as she

smaker ‘Some. days she

would be m her knees silently saying :
“her rosary — perhaps for her own
son, Francis, who was serving m,

World War 1. ( That war took Erancis’

e .-there with his father and new step-

o TS ‘mother. They didn’t need a garage.
caa TS | The sidewalk was of wood resembhng e

S The little side entrance is still in the

~same place where, Joe remembers, = |}
‘many a day, commg f
‘Bernard School, climbing the little
Y e stairs, 0pemng the door, and quietly
T SO e gmng in, HIE 0u{mmther mueh loved

& life. ‘His name is imprinted on the
BoR ey monument on I;he Alpana Court I-gouse
e -

Vacatlun t,lme was: mce now for; _

i e _'LJoe Ellen took him to Canada to visit
*relatives.’ Ellen and Joseph would ;

take the D & C passenger steamer

“City of Alpena’’ at the dock in
Thunder Bay River and go to Port
‘Huron, From  there they would go
_overto Canada. The whule trip took ar

couple of days.

- Riding on the passenger boat was a'
treat. Elegant stairways led from the'
" main floor to an upper: deek. Dining,
_ sleeping, and lounging areas were -

‘comfortable and inviting. The boat

carried ' other ' freight such as

livestock or ‘whatever need&d to be
transported, This cargo was below
the passengers’ quarters. The Detroit
" and Cleveland line went as far south
.as Cleveland, making many stops

“along the way. | -

However, Joseph was not to have

" Lhe corpalponsmup, care, and protec-
tion of Ellen for very long She died

before Joseph was 15, in'1918.
From then on Joseph was mostly

F‘or a whlle Joseph stayed at his . alone until he metand married Mabel

.'A.unt Euplmma Sylvester’s place with

Johnson.

.l-':"'-'

-Mabel and Joe had 13 chlldreu'_ !

Ellen, Willieoma, Wilbur, Marie,
~Joseph, = Mary,

and Linda, They lwed at 1015 Long
Lake Ave. most of their married _life.
Mabel did so much with so little.

Automatic washing machine? No
way! Mabel got her first electric
washer mly af ter the blrth of her fifth

- child.
Electric refngerator" ‘No. way'

Mabel had an ice box. She puta chunk |

_ofvice in the top part. and caught
watar m a pan unabrnea

el oo g N
‘The children went to St Anne

Margaret
Cathenne Barbara, Mark, ‘David,

Mabel dled in 1935
tmues to reside in
shared SO many years
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‘School. There were no buses to ac-

cemmodate them since they were in-
" side the city limits, even though it
tnpk little legs more than 30 mmutes-' 4

to walk that dlstance




