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“Otello” Considered
Verdi’s Masterpiece

“Otello,” which is to be sung by
the Chicago Civic Opera companv on
Thursday evening, December 4, is
considered one of the two master-
pieces composed by Verdi. “Fal-taff”
is considered the other.

Verdi wrote “Otello” in the late
afternoon of his life, but at the full
noon of his genius. He had tried
other Shakespearian themes, only to
fail in them through lack of an in-
telligent librettist. This need was
supplied in the person of Arrigo
Boito, novelist, poet and composer,
who had a more Latin understanding
of Shakespeare. Boito did what
talent could do to translate genius
into an alien tongue. Boito himself
produced “Mefistofele,” of which

both the words and music were by
himself.

The Civic Opera company’s cast for
“Otello” is remarkable not only from
a musical but from a dramatic point
of view. Vanni-Marcoux, who
created the character study of Loren-
zaccio, will appear in “Otello” as the
arch-villain, Tago, a part which offers
equal scope for subtle interpretation.
Mr. Vanni-Marcoux is one of the
most famous of lyric actors, having
been lured by dramatics before he
thought of developing his baritone
voice., Charles Marshall will take the
‘role of the Moor who listened only
too readily to the promptings of
lago. In the part of Otello, MTr.
Marshall considers himself more at
home than in any other role in his
repertory.

Claudia Muzio will sing Desde-
mona, Maria Claessens is to be

Emilia, and Chase Baromeo, Iodo-
VICO.

IN DEC. 7 RECITALS

Sunday afternoon, December 7.
Bertha Ott will present in concert
Marvine Maazel, pianist, at the
Studebaker theater; Vernon Wil-
liams, tenor, at the Playhouse ; Harry
Melnikoff, violinist, at the Civic thea-
ter;'Andreas Pavley and the Pavley-
Oukrainsky dancers with the new in-
vention videballeton, at the F:ghth
Street theater.

ON UPTOWN SERIES

Erika Morini, said to be the
world’s greatest woman violinist, will
be heard at the Peoples church of
Chicago at 941 Lawrence avenue, on
Friday evening, December 5. She is
the second artist on the North Shore
Philharmonic concerts sponsored by
the Uptown Conservatory of Music.

Walter Gieseking will give a piano
recital at Orchestra hall on Tuesday
evening, December 2, under the
auspices of Henry E. Voegeli.

Permanent Waves

Hair Dye and
Beautiful Haircuts

by Mr. Thomas

Prices surprisingly moderate
“Privacy You’ll Enjoy”
HOURS g:00 to 6:30
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FRANKLIN 9801

Directs Festival l

Gibson Phote

Mrs. Frank H. Jones, president
of the St. Francis Hospital Foun-
dation since its' formation several
years ago, is directing arrange-
ments for a charity festival to be
held Wednesday afternoon and eve-
ning, Dec. 3, as the foundation’s
annual benefit for the hospital. The
festival will have among its fea-
tures, bridge and other card games,
an exhibit of flowers, a style show,
a dinner and a bazaar.

QUARTET PLAYS DEC. 7

The Amy Neill String Quartet will
play Sunday afternoon, December 7,
at Orchestra hall, in the second con-
cert of the chamber music series
sponsored by the Chicago Chamber
Music society.

MYRA HESS COMING

Myra Hess, pianist, will give a re-
cital Sunday afternoon, December
14, at the Studebaker theater, ander
the direction of Bertha Ott.

Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Kelling of 1112
Greenwood avenue entertained six-
teen guests at dinner and bridge Sat-
urday evening and twelve guests at
dinner on Sunday. Mr. and Mrs. G.
W. Crego of Aurora were guests of
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EVERY ONE ENJOYS
The New

HOTEL WHITCOMB
and
MINERAL BATHS

St. Joseph, Michigan

The Whitcomb rates for
1930 are 25% lower than
in 1929, and the rates al-
ways remain constant
throughout the year.
Every form of entertain-
ment — Acttractive Casino
—Dancing every night—
Season now at its height.
Reservations Suggested

Z. D. JENKINS, Manager
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