the T nited Btaces, mnf come to Canada,!

be elected and legislate for tne people,
while their lathers might at the same time
be making laws for our peighbours ; Such
an inconsistent principal should never be
cherished.

fet the Loyalists whe first settled Ca-
pada and thewr posterity remember the
difficulties and dangsrs they had to en-
gounter ; after having been driven from
their families, their homes and their com-
foriable fire-sides ; and all this for what?
but for their attachment to their King and
Coustitution ; and by whom ?.bit by such
characters as are now making 50 much aio
about right of suffrage &'c. Aond in re-
membering be careful to let none meddle
with your glorious Constitation, of whom
you have had no proof of their attachment
to it,-and loyalty to your King.

Tus anosT oF AN AMERICAN Lovavst,

Fen. 28th 1823,

Provincial Purliament of 0})};%
Canada.

From the York Observer.
( Continued.)

The Committee tv whom was referred the
Petition of the Teachers of common Schools
in the District of Niagara, r:rorted that they
had prepared a bill for the House thereon—
read first time, and on motion of Mr. Ulark,
was ordered to be read a second time.

___Mpe. Morris moved that the House comply
with the request of the Legislative Council
by appointing a Committee to meet them
on lge subject of the Bathurst Common
School Bill —carried. :

The Whiskey Siill adineasurément bill
was read first time, and on motion of Mr.
Wilson was ordered to be read a second tume.

Mr. Hagerman, as Chairman of the Com-
mittee appointed to inquire into the admi-
Mistration of Justice; informed the House
that they had made a report, which he was
ready to submit :

Upon motion of Mr. Janas Jones, Messrs,
Hagerman, Crooks, Nichol and Murris were
appointed a select Commitiee to inquire in-
tg the Bank institutions of this Province, and
the paper Currencey circulited therein, with
poswer to send for personss and papers.

His Excellency, accompanied by his Staff,
camé down to the Hon. Legislaiive Council,
and gave his assent to the Bill for the inter-
nal navigation,and the Bill establishing Courts
of Justice in the District of Bathuret,

Mr. Wilmot obtained leave to bring in a
Bill to prevent the sale of spirituous liguors
to Indians m any orgavized Townships or
County in _this Province—read a first time
and ordered to be read a second time,

The Hemp Machinery bill was read a se-
eond time, &e. and on motion of Mr. Crooks
the House went into Committee thereon.

Mr. Crooks explained the objeect of the
Bill, which was to admit machinery for the
manufacture of the native prodice of the
Colony free of duty.

Bill went through Committee—ordered to
be engrossed and read third time.

Upon motion of Mr. Hagerman, Messrs,
Jonas Jones, Gordon, Baldwin, M*Clean and
Nichol were appointed a Commitiee to m-
Tlire into the administration of Justice in
this Province, with power to send for per-
gons and papers.

The Hemp machinery'Bill wasread a 8dtime,

Mr. Ruttan obtained leave to bringin a
Bill for the establishing an uniforiany of
weights and measures through out this Pro-
vince—read a first time and ordered to be
read a second time to-morrow.

Upon motion of Mr. Nichol, Messrs, Crooks
and Burwell were appointed to draftan Ad-
dress to His Excellency, praying His Excel-
leney to lay before the House any informa-
tion which he might possess npon the sub-
ject of the Jouruals n{ the House, and mo-
ney advanced to the Provincial Agent for
the purpose of obtaining them.

he House went info- Committee of the
whole upon the Registty Amendmnent Biil.

Messrs, C, Jones & Casey were for strik-
ing out the clause requiring the Register to
reside in the County_of his appointiment, to
insure the Bill’s passing,

Mr, Nichol opposed the striking out of the
Clanse. Messrs. Jones and Casey said, they
were willing to retain the Clause, if it would
pass without it ; but they feared that. by
‘retaining it, it would be lost in the Upper
House. A resolution’was proposed reler-
ring the Bill to a select Coramittee, which
wus carried.

Committee rose and reported resolution
to the House,

Mr. Randail moved that the Bill be refer-
W| to a seleet Committee, and that Messrs.

alsh, Ruttan, Burwell, John Wilson; Ha-
german, and Crooks compose the sawme.

Address to the Lieutenant Gavernor on
the subjeet of the Journals, and the money
advaneed to the Provincial Agent on that ac-
account was read—the 5th rule of the House
dispensed with —read a second time, went
through a Coinmittee, ordered to he engros-

Kd‘ nd read a third time—Addreas read a
in'gnﬁ-ne and passed 3 and Messrs, Gordon

and |

tho

".}chol ordered to inform his Execllency

Mr. Baldwin obtamed Jeave to bring ina
Bill the better. to declare the Laws on the
Sale of Lands under Execution—read first
time and ordered to be read a second time
to-MOFTOW. R

Mr. M:Donell ohta Jeave to bring in a
Bill to erect a Gaol and Court House i the

Home Distriet, L

Mr. Rogers the hovorable mover
would be prepared to how the funds of
the District were dis of; He had heard

3 A
that the money of the District wasmisapplied
by the magistrates. Sl \

Mr. M*Donell said it was always usual to
allow Bills to be read a first time” without
oppasition, The magistrates were.ready to
meet any thing that was offe the
Bill. The gao!l wasin a most dila 1
unfit for the safa keeping of prisoners; @
it was necessary that a hetrer one shou
provided.—The object of the B was not
enhance tiges, hut to obtain
terest to he paid yearly, and the prineipal
gradually. Bill réad fivst tite, and order-
ed. to be read &-second time,

Liquor selling' restraint Bifl was read a se-
cond time, e -

Mr. Wilnot explained the ohjeet of the
Bill, which was to prevent persons selhn'::s
spirituous liguors to [ndians in any organi
1"..«» or County within this Pnrim. He
moved the Touse to resolve it:ell into Com-
mittee of the whole.

Mr. Nichol said he was opposed to_the
RilY, it would be jmpossible-to give it effect.
Mrs. Brant amost respectable woman, & one
that was very usefol to the Indians could vet
sell vhottle of wine to a sick individual under
it. The Indians Were not represented, and the
anse had oo to legisiate for them ; he
ad no diwibt bat the nonorable mover was

. ﬁmd;-‘bi;_the most humane in
ringiog the Bl orward. ,

£2,500, the in- |

Mr. Casey opposed the Bill; he Dbelieved
some part of the country would be benefite !
by it, but, as it iniringed upon the rights of
| the Indians, he could not support it.

Mr Wilmot said, he bad amendments to
propose, which might do away with the ob-
Jections of hon, gent.  An absolute necessity
did not exist for the passing of the Bill :
he assured the house that five Indians died
by liquor in his neighbour'.ood this fall.

Mr, John Wilson, said he would vote the
Biil’s going into Committee and then express
his opinion thereon.

Mys. Baldwin said, he hoped the House
wouid receive the Bill, the Indians required
the protection of the House and the Govern-
ment; and it was their duty to enact some
Law, for their protection.—Motion Carried.
Upon a clause being propoused enforcing
the payment of a fiue for selling spirituous
liquois to Indians, contrary to the provisions
of the Bill.  Mr. €. Jones propnsed the sum

the magistrates to a certain sum, asit would
prevent malicious information.

M. Joho Wilson was apposed to the Bill,
as the-Aet would not be put in force unless
to answer malignapt purposes. It wonld be
the means of disturbing the quiet and peace
of Indians, and cease all hospitaiity hetween
them and the white people.—It was weil
known in his part of tﬁe Country, that In-
dians were respectable members of the com
munity, and were entertsiped in the firsi
company ; they were prudent, moral and
well behaved, and used liquor without mtein-
perance. There were indians also who kept
taverns in this Province whose moral and
disereet conduet was exemplary. By the
present Bill they wonld be r‘«pri\ed of their
mode of obtaining a livelihood. 1f the fine
Le put 6d. it will be operate us agrievarce:

any person who might entertain an Tudian
apon the information of a malignant mdivi-
dual, that was offensive He was sofry to

very, whilst there were other tribes devoted
to virtue and informution.

Mr. Hagerman said, they shofld weigh
the goond and the bad, and do that which
would promore the best interests of the
Country. If they found it impossible to do
away with an evil without the sacrifice of a
good it'should be done. If they got at the
remedy sought, it was \w)rth‘y attention ; he
thought the principal evil had- arixen by their
going into public houses and getting drunk
by drinking glasses of spirits ; and he would
therefore propose that ne quantity less than
three gaflons should be sold to them. He
would be sorry to see the Bill lost, it might
be carried under a'limitation clanse without
being offensive to Indians.

Mr, Walsh was for referring the bill to a se-
leet Committee to enable gentlemen to intro-
duce clauses that were necessary, 'There
were several white men and half Indians at-
tached to the Indians who would supply
them with liquors by which the Bill would

clause were added 5 he should support the
Eljol"amble but not the enacting clouses of the

ill.

Mr. Baldwin said, toe House should not he
deterred from passing a Bill when the objec
was so much called for, By leaving the fine
to the magistrates it would defeat the inten-
tions of vicious and malignant informers ; he
hi‘.:hl'y approved of the fine proposed by his
hon. friend from Leeds; he thought it suffi-
cient to prevent wmalicions persons giving in-
formation, and it would leave it in the power
of the tavern-keepers 1o use their discretion.
The objection of the hon. gentleman who
preceded in the debate wus not of suflicient
weight ; the white men and half Indians thai
accompanied the tribes were sodfew that no
great evil could arise.
nKinion that the sinall ne of ¢d. would not
check personsfrom giving in ornation mali
ciously, they might place it in the power of
the magistrate to saddle the informer with
costs. y
Mr. John Wilson said, the Committee
might save themselves the trouble of adopt-
ing such'a clause as proposed by the hono-
rable member from York ; it would only de-
feat itself and raise an uproar in the Country.
If there was one prosecution and that the ma-
gistrates fined 6d..or if the prosecutor were
saddled with costs, there would be no other
yrosecution under this Aet. It was said the
informer should only pay’ costs in cases of
malicions information, but how were magis-
trates to know the good or evil intention of
the informer ? It was impossible to substan-
tiate this matter,

Mr. Burwell would opposé the Bill hecause
he thought it almest impossible to frame such
an amendment as would serve the purpuse.
The amendment praposed by the hoa. men-
ber from York could not be acted on in any
Law nor carried into effect.

Mr, Nichol thought the proposition by the
hon." member for York most ubjectionable,
and'there were great dificultios on all sides,
IF the Bill were confived to Jamaica Rum,
he would not ebject (0 it,he but thought this
Rill assumed a power which infringed on the
Magna Charta. They were taking away
from the ladinns the rights and the protec
tion of his Majesty’s government without
their consent.
vise and sit again this day three months.

N

Farmers, ke’ and it would be a great hard-

fore oppose the Bill an
for sitting in-three months.

be derived from the Biil ‘mn%
be obviated.
for one or two years.

thought it could he earried into effect,

gave them liguor; the Indians

no beeasion 1o mix with thé white people,

the hon member (Mr. Wiimet) dese~

the sBill, seemed not to unders:and i
Mhis Bill waanot to injuve or destroy

dians
ders who iade them drunk and would getas!
hem for a little liquor as the poor:

of 6d- the lowest fine, at the discretion of

for it was not the fine, but the bringing up of

admit that some tribes were gone past reco-|

be defeated altogether unless some other

If the House were of

He moved the Committee to

Mr. Casey said he saw the impropriety of
the Bill brought in last year. and also of this
Bill; there were many respectable Indiavs,

ship 1o restrain them—they were as respect-
able in their line and conducted themselves
as well as the white p««xﬂe. He would there-

support the motion
{ 'owards the expense.
Mr. J. Jopies thought some service might —
to Rum and
Wiiiskey. by which means the difficuity might
: It was an experimental Law,
and he thought they might try it in this way

Mr. Rogers would vote for this Bill if he
He
thought the greatest puisance and cavse of
drunkenness originated with the [ndian De-
partment, who cullected the Tndianstogeiher
among the white p«)rh io his distriet and

_the small
»x and becoming intoxicated with liqworand
ing out; many of them lost their lives—
rof them were fonnd dead with the small
x in‘one night. He would therefore sup-
port an Address to his Excelleacy to bave the
présents distributed to the ludians back io |
their owp Country skhere they would have|

“Mr. James Wilson would support the Bill

ved'grent credit for bringing it forward. He
was sorry the hon. gentlemen who u{yposed

th
{indiq_pt or their rights. but 10 preserve tbi:

the case; this Bill would preserve the To-
from the robberies of the lndian tra-

much from t g
Indian could earn in several months of hard-
ship and misery. :
Bilrlo prese:ve the lives of the Indians, and
there was no gentleman of ‘jlmlice or huma-
nity but would support it, (hear, hear, hear:)
The Indians were heard in all the towos.an
villages of his distriet, by dav and by mgh:I
0 a state of intoxication and when robbe
of ‘every thing bv unprincipled men, they
were lelt to perish with cold, in an inclement
season., He was sorry any hon. gentlemen
would oppose the Bill, for his own part he
would give it all his support. 2 :
Mr. Hagerman would oppose rising to sit
agaifin three months—although there were
<ome objections to this Bill, he didnot wish

they would get rid of it altogethier. He
thought some objections asto sellin liquor
0 respectable Indiao farmers would be o-

vercome by stating the quantity at not less
thao three or six gallens—this would pre-
vent the Indians from getting draok with
slasses in Taverns which causes the greates
evils.
Thursday,-Feh, Sth,
The House went inte comiitice onibe Union,
Mr. Nichiol on-rising to propose a “rries uf‘ Re-
solvions on this subjoct, felt impressed with a
high semse of his re-ponsibility, asa mere im-
portani question had never been discussed in that
house. The measure had originated with His
Viajesty’s government in - England, and was the
result of our report ard address on the embarrass-
+d siate of pur revenue, in which we had implor-
ed His Maje-ty and the Imper:al government .0
adopt <uch measures as were best calculated to
relieve us fropt the sitnaiion in which we have
hren plgeed; by the nnjust cordvet of Lones
Canada. This was aquestion whichinvolved the
best ingerests of the country, and, therefore, none
required grea‘er attention. It had been report-
ed that if the Union should take place the inha
bitants would be depriv. d of théir constitution—
that the country would be misrepresented —thal
we would have French laws, (ithes, e but
they were unforaded reports, and had beep cir-
colated with much assiduity and industry, for
e purpose of exciimg popular feeling against
it—He did not approve of some of the epactments
of the Union Bill, but its general priiiciples
were unexeeptionable. As to Freneh Jaws, he
a ked, wasit possible, admitting for the sake of
argoment that we were <o inferior in nombers as
had been represented, viz. 60 Freach members
and 45 from this country. ‘hat any man could
uppose, that the French wou'd ariempt 19 force
laws on us ? or could they <uppese them <o lost r0
all sense of shame as 1o uitempt o take away

 the laws of ace atry withwhich aey had onry a

partial connection, Hur admitthg hatthe As
sembly of Lower Canada <horld he disposed 10
take such steps, would ths Majesty -auction
them—and if the members from Upper Cavada
oppose ihem would e not prevent their acis 11 om
passing in'o law=? 11 was nonsense o thi k
they could force laws on this conntry.  With re-
spect (o representaiion, however, this Provine:
wonld not be so inferior (¢ Lower Canada, the
hiil providing that onr own law for the incrense
of members should coniivve in force, Both
Proyinces were limited (0 0 members each, ex-
ceptintreased by therr joivvaer; and this giard
ded ns against any undue preponderanceon he
part of Lower Canada. A« 10 «vihes they had
been spoken of and great clumo r had been ex-
cited respecting them, but it + a: a mere report §
there was not a word abont thew in the Union
bill  As iothe qualification of members it wa
at first copsidered too high, ‘hat was his own
opinion, but viewing it, as he now did, he wasin-
clined to be of a different opinio.: as the amount
necessary toqualify a membes did vot depend
On the assessed valnation of his land, but on the
real value of hiis property as sworn to by himself.
However, he would not pledge himsel!f 10 ap-
prove thai clause of the bill.  Another objection
wis that the Parhiament ac home ook an nncon-

our Parliamen' fo five years, He confes®a thix
was an objection ; if the Uvion was thoight de-
sirous, they might make snch a represeniation a-
gainst these ciauses as would have due weight
with the Parliamen: of the Mother Country. He
would also abjeet 4o the clause providing for Ex-
ecutive Councillors in the House of Adsembly,
and the clawse preveniing the Assembly from
imprisoni. g persons for conrenpt 3 the dinperial
Parliament shonld leave the privileges of this
house with onrrelves, aid vot force vpon us, un-
der the idea of insirncting vy, persons who acted
under no responsibility 1o the people.

Now _he would come to the advaniages ofshe
Uvion, In ihefirt place ve would be relieved
from the degrading sitbation in which we had
been placed by the Lower Prosince by having usi

which the pockets of our constiivents would be
affected, a mosi ivvalvable right which we onght
never to surrender, and which of ise’f would
counterbalance eséry ohjection against he mea

sure,  Aunother advaniage wad that av U jon
would conselidate the reveuve of borh Provinves
and supply means for the geoéral good, Im-
provement in our pavigalio) was necessary.
and could not be éffvcted hot by our unied
mean: 3 Members would  hen weet together fiem
every part of this. extensive Covatey, sud com-
municate their ideas 1o each other—1he valve of
property wonld be encreased by appropriating
means for facilitating the convesaoee of produce
10 Montreal aid Quebec—and alihongh Lower
( anada was said (0 be anticommercial yet when
united with this Proviace, they might be hronght
tomake liberal appropriations for this puspose.
10 1he event of a furure war,this Province would

war this Provioce had been invaded by the eile-

been defended by our e xertions and received the

tribute their proporion in case of ajother inva.
sion, which wa: not wnlikely, asthe mean: af ag-

we were much exposed from ou: lecn) situation
on the bovndary lives, and subject 10'be imwedi-
ately calledout in defence of the country, We
should also cousider that at present Lower Cana-
da wa- disengaged trom us, nym

gouge—Ilay between us and the sea—bher inter-
course with Franee increasing, and a strong feek
ing tovards thalnation. and that as her means
wcrease, she might endeawur for independence,
which if she should at any future time obtain, we
would be separated from the Mother Country
and must become her subjects, or else become the
subjects of the United States, A war was ex-
pecied in Uurope which might tend to brig us
wnder the French government or that of the Unit-
ed Siaies. A Union would secure us from such
dangers, and con-olidate our connection with the
Mother Conntry. Tt might be aid, have we not
go! the irade act passed } _The srade ac: wa-a
very exceptiovable measure, it coutd only beiu-
tended to betemporary—by it wewould receive
& portion of anr revenne, bni we were obliged 0
giveup our rights and privileges ioan atbitrator,
and must be sati-fied with such proportion of our
revenne a¢ sholl be adjudged by him. Lower

{ lives, and their property. It was a common | their right for this
B VRD B etied Yiaks \& ke fawicoire shlls P vt o
' the poor Indians uk in order to rob them, | privilege,  Althovgh the trade act was a remedy
{ and nothing was more necessary than the in. | for wany laiots, yetii was ouly a tempora-
mﬁnmx of the Legisiature taguard them | Ty measure, Mother Country would be pes-
y . 16 i v won,
e B A T s e s ™ ™ ™

bout to propese would be adopted,

This might be called a_

stitutiona: power in lengthening the duration of

not, as during ‘he las, hdve 10 sustain the entire
| pressure ; it would he rccollected that in the last

my~—the country Lad heen devastated- we had
lost cattle and property 10 a large amount, and
the whole charge ‘ay 0o ns— Lower Canada had
whole henefit, yet did Hot contribute one hilling
If united, they must coi-

gression were increased ‘0 onr former cncmy, and

e @ foreign lan-

| Mr.Nichol then propesed the following Reso- |

| lutions.

Resolved—That while we acknowlede with
gratitude His Majesty’s paternal consideration
aud solicitude, in calling ¢he attention of His
imperial Pagliamen to_ the difficulties and em-
barrassments to which this Provioce has beea so
loug subjecied in. her intercourse with Lower
Canada, we.do not consider the trade aet, pass-

quate for those embarrassments, but regarditasa
remporary measure intended to meet a particular
exigency, .

" 24. Resolved—That in our opinion an Union
of the Provinces of Canada, and the consolidati-
on of their Governments, upou . principles cor-
responding with the enactments of the 315t Geo.
LIL chap. 31, is the only eonstitotional remedy
for the evils of which this Proviace has com-
plained, and which must encrease under the im-
perfeet enactments of the trade act.

Mr. Baldwin said, since he had the honor of &
seat in (his house, a question of egual importance
tothe pres®at was never discussed within- its
walls, a quedtion which was calcnlaied pot only
0 excite the feelingsof hon, members within the
Heuse, but those of the public ac large.

Considering the long & uniaierrupted content
of the people of this Provinee, such topics he
thought che peculiar property “of the distracted
Counucilsof Europe, and regreticd that our tran<
quiliny was disturbed by the preseut altempt to
cirange theConstitution, Heneed not inform gen-
ilemen whai that Constitution wasj they koew
a- well as himself that it wasthe safeguard—the
best and only monument of our rights and liber-
ties, He need notinform the hoowe that acom-
mercial taciion in Lower Canada, long at work,
vad ai lengih matured their objects so far as to
persuade His Majesl)’s guvemmrnl.mal it was
expedient to repeat the Sist Geo. 111. and even
have had theefirontery to assure the govermment
thatthe people of this Province desired the change ?
an asseriivn that every farmer in the couultry
knew to be false.

The projectors and favourers of the measnre
urged the great incouvepiences suffered by Up-
per Canada in its finances ; (hey exclaimed a-
gainst ibe prejudices of the French Canadians as
being of a ditterent origin, of different laws, lan-
guage and Religion, (t was also said that the
propesed Union would guiet dissentions and ena-
bie them to improve their navigation ¢ and with-
outavy m-crhsug for change, some speculative
ohjects of imaginary advantagesare offéred in ex-
chiange for our Consti ution—a Constitution not
the hasty contrivance of faction ; but framed

of the ublest Statesmen, notouly that Kugland,
but perhaps Europe produced—no less men than
Mr. Pit and Mr, Fox—not that those great
Siatesmen concerted that bill, the 31st Geo. 111,
they were not indebted for it to the management

No, iliey were men ‘of opposite politics, and of
extraordinary faculiies, aud whilé neither would
yield a title to_the anighty talents of the other,
both were obliged 10 yield w the principles of
the British Consiitution indhe enaciment of that

civil liberties and prosperity of these Provinces,
and endeared to us by the experience of more
ipan 830 years.  Aud, was it possible that genile-
men were wom content to. give it up } he hoped
001 3 he hoped the house would shew the world
thai they had adoe and suficient sense of (e
greatness and vatue of their happy Constito-
fion. 5

There were, no doubt, eccasional differences
be ween these ’rovinces 3 but these differences
conid not be attributed 10 the Constitution, which
was fasltle:s ; he | Mr. B.] atiributed them to the
WanL ol proper aiteniion o the part of both go-
vernmenms i superintending the yeveauesof the
Proviuces ; e was convineed these ditferencey
might and could be seitled upen reference toa-
noiher couferrence, and amicably arranged io a
much more satisfactory mauner than by the pre-
sert measure  Qur trade and finauces with
Lower Canada might very easily be reguiated
without depriving us of their Constitution.

It was said 1he aoticommercial spirit of the
people of Lower Capada was injurious 1o Upper
Canada; bt he conld nor see any injury to Up-
per Canada oa thisaccount,

It the Lower Canadians were anti commercial
it would racher afiect themselves 5§ they must sus-
tain the evil of such & disposition, while it left
the wider field for others to speculaie 3 and the

py with more moderate thmgs,
tlemen, the Commercial faction, jealous that the
Cavadian gentr y, respected by people avd every
day moreund more approachiog (he respeciabili-
iy of ‘hinghish geniry, should v long rewin their

contrived this projectin order 0 grasp this in-

air connection with our Parent State,

United Siares! No! it was a bighly wroogh

va oir would recommend | pot that he (Mr. B,

et to charge diem with this view or intention

peihaps. ai oo disiant period, lead 10 a simila;
vuhaj py result,
[ speak ot national prejudices with con

statesman, a want of wisdom. Every coun
try had its prejudices—even proud gn

vation without them,
nada were -innocent,

Those of Lower Ca

Countrics not: their own, ther prejudice
were of the very essence of the people”
happines, and ought to be respected.

Were they tobe angry with the Lower Ca

'the British Constitution.
The Lower Canadians were a

ed no injurions comparisons between th

Cavada might also impose additional duties, if

whom went over into the U, States never t

Province »s gallant and honorable cn
When Provinence prospered the Britis

That Soverdign. like x British Ki
of a brave and free prhg- po

hadite sbjecs & Bes y. gave to his Ca

ed at the last’ Session of Parliament, as an ade=

undér the cool deliberaiicn and guidance of twa
ofthe Minister, nor the talents of s adversary .,

alutavy act-—an act well designed (o secure the,

fact was, that the Evglish setilers or merchants
of Lewer Canada had amassed immense fortunes,
whilrt the Canadians remaived content and hap-
But those gen«

miduence 1o the councils of that Province, have

fluen.cr to themseives. as more conyoling to their
equal voice in the enueiment of ipose lwwy by poide, and, as they imagine, commensurate with
neir wealth-—uod thus briog ruin on the Coun-
1oy, =Tris, iv his mind, was the sole motive which
intivenced the projeciors of this great, vonatoral
aud calamitous change which was yow about to
befal these Proviners—a change most fatal to
Was it,
he would ask, ao- Aptcommercial spirit .that
Ied to thie yevoll of the late Colonier, now the

Commercial ambition, the very thiog these iano-

b that it shewed the blindness and madness of
the project, andbe was sure would ®oner or later,

. alwihal pre udices were also brought in
cusation against  the Lower Canadians,—

t mpt argacd & want of humanity, and, in a

s gland
oorscif had  her prejudices ; there was no

) noce Howgver strangers
might affect to ridicule the prejudices of

_Were they to be angry with the Lower.
Canadians because they spoke French—the
1 gant and fashionable language of Europe?

uadians for the difference of their manners,
Laws and religion? If wisely considered all
this: prejudices must be considered as the
sure foundation of the long continuance of

. . . I "
quite distinct from the people of the Unitie
itates ; pleased with thems:lves, they form-

penple of the U, States and themselves.—
Within the 'ast two or three vears het cot.
|nv. nty and thirty thowsand * British Emi
g' nts came into Lower Cinada,.one half of

return ; and ' believed, that since the < on
quest of the fower Provimee ; ten families
did not remove from that Provinee ; on the
citracy they have ever remained faithful te
their Kiig and artached 10 their Constitution.
I the old swate of things they defended the

Arms, they yielded to the neccssity, and
have ever since shewed then.sclves capabl:
of cqual fidelity to their new Sovercign.—

King
Constitution ; and.

now, just as thiseh
bout to effect a_chaNg
just as it was about
man into: the

onc
isten th Eﬂg‘
nection, and English
the Constitution was about to ¢
change contemplated, this faction take the a-
larm, and would deprive them of their rights,
and Lieak the public faith merely to gratify
private ambition, E !
It was said that the Unfon would remedy
the differences between the two branches cf
the Legislature of Lower Canada; but why
was Upper Candda to be i in their
differences ? there was no necessity nor jus-
tice to change our Constitution of #his ac-
count ; let Lower Canada bear the evil of
her own faults, But as far as he (Mr. B.)
was acquainted with the history of these dif-
ferences, they originated with the Exccutive
Government and Legislative Council of that:
Province, in demanding of the House of As=
sembly a surrender of rights and privileges, 4
whieh, if-they had surrendered, they wotld
Have forgotten their duty to themselves and:
their constituents, These differenees. were
not founded in any hestility to British con-
nection. Lower Canada had always mant-
fested a spirit of loyalty and attachmemt to-
his Majesty’s Government, highly lonora-
ble ana equal to any part of His Majesty’s
gdominions.

" The hon, mover of the resolutions (Mr,. .
Nichol) favorable to this Union, promised %
solid advuntages to this Prcvincein ghe im-
provement of its navigation by the appropri-

tion Bf a double revenuc to that object ; but

ie (Mr. B.) doubted much ¢4is result, and
that speculative hope was not an equivalent
for the surrcnder they were callid on to
make.

He would now call their atfention to.the
bill itselt. However the clauses ot that bill
might be defended by others, yet the hon.
moverof the resolutiogs admitted that many 4
of them were object 0 iable 3 he (Mr.B.) was
surprised how such a billcould be introdu-
ced into the British Pacliament.

By the 31stof the late King, which was
their Constitution, they had themseives the
right to make laws for their peace, welfare
and ‘good government, reserving certain
powers to the King and Parliament of . the
Muther Country to legislate in  particular
cases. ‘The Imperial Parliament could not "
constitutionally alter shis law without our
consent ; for if so, we had no constituion at
all, the Provincial Legislature would: have
no rightsor privileges, nor the people any
security, Were tiey, then, about todssent
to such a construction? h- hoped not.. In-
deed the Parliament of (3reat Britain haviug
reserved this bill for the purpose of giving
the Province an opportuinity of expressing
their sentiments, is a clear proof that they
will not alter the 31st of the late Kmg with- |
out our consent. ‘

As to the clavses of the bill, he need

scarcely make a“sipgle observation on them 3 4
tor he was sure most of the members were : b
greatly alarmed at them ; the Country at { 2
large had expressed their opwinions of them
which must necessarily be expected by eve-
ry hon, gentleman in the Hoose. The intro-
‘uction of Exccutive officers into the House
of Assembly was shocking, was monstrous,
it shewed suspicion and want of copfidence,
insulting to the feelings of the Representa-
tives. 4

The extension of Parliaments tofive years
was also_highly objectionable 3 the limiting
the privilkeges of the House of Assembly
was also most injurious, if their privileges
were to be limited and defined, they would
lose their just weight and mfluence in the le-
gislacure.  The mercased qualification * of
members ; mdeed,almost all its clauses aim- Y
vd against the libs rties of the people. It was
evidens that the persons who drafted that
bill had littie regand for the principle of the
British Constitution; an imperfect know-
ledge of the character of His Majesty’s ca-
nadian subjects of this Province, and no just
ideaof civil liberty any where! they were
all ruinous innovations ; the proposed  limi-
tation of the Representation to 60 members,
howeverthe population might increasé, was
mvidious ; there was neither wiscdlom, good
sense, nor justice evinced by the framers of.
that monstrous bili; the proportion of the
representation to the population could not
be meted out by time, compass, and arith-

t | metical calculation, What would be an am-

ple representation in one country would not ‘
)] be so ia another, In some countries, as in
» | England, perhaps, one member for one hun-
dred thonsand might be fair and sufficiept ;
but such a proportion here would only re-
turn a house of two members, ‘which was
ridiculous. As the population increased, so
shoulc the representation; the ohject of a
-} tull representation was, that by wise goun-
cils good ‘govérnment might be established,
- | which could only be done by numbers and

changes, -

The removal ‘of the Legislature of this
.| Province would also be a greatevil; the

Executive must follow the irgislature t’
Montgeal or Quebec, which would become a
place of fashionable resort, the respecrable
merchants who might realize an indepen-
dence, would soon follow, and not a monied
man would remain in the Upper . Province.
Thus the expenditure must necessarily be in
Lower Canada. This would not only depress
the value of property m York; but a'so in all
the Upper parts of the Province ; a htavy
cxpense would also attend the chaugy, as
many officers of Government now uscfully
~mployed, would be discharged, and must
become a burthen to the Colony, as the Uni-
‘ed Legislature would have to provide them
with Pensions and compensation,

Fo conclude, as to the diff-rences hetween
the several branches of the L;-Sj.mn of

would r quest §

Low: r Canada, he [Mr. B.]
the House to remember that they were cal-
the Lower :

o
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d on to actuse the Assembly
Province for supporting their rights, in refu-
sug permanent Civil list—Let the House
¢ | vecolicet that they / were cailed upon to ac-

cuse the Assembly of the Smier Province of
resisting direct taxation for the purpose of
mternal inprovement diverting the Revenne
{rom theincreased demand of the Execu-
tive, And were they prepared in their new
capatities in the joint Legislature to impose
i| direct taxes for the making and of
L n?u(s and bridges, and building % and

Court houses, in order that the greater reve.
nue migh« be at the di “the Execu-
tive. He [Mr. B.] reminded the House that
they were called on to accuse'the Sister As-
sembly for maintaining their rights in raising
od appropriating the public money ; - e

TN

e U gt SN e e G R A




