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Owen played in the shift from war to peace on the Great Lakes, in 1815.

Sir Edward’s Early Career

Edward William Campbell Rich Owen, the first illegitimate son of Welsh born 
Royal Navy Captain William Owen, came into the world on 19 February 1771, 
at Campobello, Nova Scotia.3 Captain Owen returned to England and managed 
to have his son’s name placed in Sir Thomas Rich’s ship’s muster, as a servant, 
in 1774.4 Edward’s navy experience began in earnest in 1780, and followed 
much the same path as other contemporary officers. After the required time as 
a midshipman, followed by a lieutenancy he became a captain in 1798, with the 
requisite patronage of senior officers.5 Edward Owen’s experience on the French 
and Dutch coasts during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, honed his 
skills in cutting out expeditions, coastal bombardment, and trade interdiction. He 
participated in the doomed Walcheren expedition in 1809, earning accolades for 
his work in the frigate Clyde.6 More inshore activity followed until he was moved 
into the Dorset yacht in July 1814, at Deptford. On 12 December he received 
orders to take command on the inland seas of the North American Station. In April 
1815, among the many honours awarded for service during the Napoleonic War, 
Owen was created a Knight Commander of the Bath.7 
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