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NOTES FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Going by the calendar, Spring is upon us, but 

today the snow is sifting down AGAIN! However, it 
is cosy indoors and there is lots of research to do and 
this newsletter to write. I'm glad I'm not missing 
beautiful sunny weather outside. 

Our newsletter is getting bigger and better! 
Don't miss any issues. If you haven't renewed yet, a 
form will be enclosed with this newsletter. Send your 
renewal right away before you forget! 

COMING EVENTS 
The first show at which we will be represented 

is the Geo-Rama at Paris Fairgrounds on Saturday, 
April 13, from 10-6, and Sunday, April 14, from 10-5. 
We have recruited volunteers to prepare the display, 
~~t it up and supervise it. 

We have been invited to set up a display at 
Brantford's Riverfest on Friday, May 24, from 7-10 
p.m., Saturday, May 25 from lOa.m.-7 p.m., and 
Sunday, May 26 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. We do not 
have volunteers to be present at the display. Help 
would be appreciated. Use and Jean have taken on a 
hands-on demonstration for 500 elementary school 
students during the day on Friday at their Water 
Festival. 

If we have a display at the Paris Historical 
Show in June, it will be small and unmanned. 

Brantford is planning its SesquiCentennial in 
1997, and we have been invited to set up a display. 

The Golden Horseshoe Steam Show comes 
up in Caledonia on Civic Holiday weekend, August 3, 
1 5 and the International Ploughing Match in mid
eptember at Rainham. We are anticipating having 

displays at both. Any members willing to volunteer 
may contact Jean or Ilse. 

REPORTS ON ACTIVITIES 

WORK AND PLANNING MEETINGS 
We have had two meetings to plan the year 

ahead and to work on the booklet about Five Oaks. 
When we met on February 18th, we decided to revise 
and reprint our brochure. It is now ready for printing 
and distributing at the shows coming up. 

BOOKLET ON FIVE OAKS 

Members have been working hard preparing 
various chapters of the booklet which we hope to put 
into print this spring. We met again on March 30 to 
work and plan. We still have a few field ~ps to take 
to examine the mines, some interviews and research 
to complete, and some sketches to finish. Some of 
the rough notes are being input into the computer. 

The Forks of the Whiteman's Creek and 
the Grand River, now Five Oaks area. 
Tremaines's Map of Brant County, 1858 



CHURCH'. 

ALABASTi'NE"COMPANY .......... 
• A •••• ONT. 

Entered accordinc to Act "f P,uhament In the year ont 
thous.ilnd nine hundred and SIX, by The Alabashnt Co, 
Paris. Limited. at the Department of Altrlculluu 

DIGGING INTO TIlE RECORDS 
A trip to North York Public Library was very 

productive! Jean found two pamphlets produced by 
the Alabastine Company of Paris, one ca 1910 and the 
other ca 1930. Alabastine, after which the company 
was named, was an invention of Mr. Church, who 
came to Paris in 1875 to become a partner in 
producing various plaster products. He patented his 
product, a powdered paint, that became very popular 
in Canada. The pamphlets provided decorating ideas 
for using the paint and a catalog of stencil patterns 
that people could order to use in their decorating. 

Stenciling has become very popular again! 
Paris Historical Society has on display at the 

Town Council Chambers an old Alabastine carton, 
and lise Kraemer obtained a large can which contained 
a similar product produced by a competing company. 
Some of our members can still remember using 
Alabastine to decorate their homes. 

Jean and Cathy have been spending considerable time 
doing research in libraries, the museum and Women's 
Institute histories, digging out and organizing facts 
about Five Oaks and Bethel area. We have unearthed 
some related information as well; e.g., a map showing 
a hydraulic raceway across Cavan's flats. 

Barbara Topp continues to transcribe the letterbooks 
of the Grand River Plaster Company at Gypsum Mines 
(now a ghost town) below Cayuga. The transcription 
requires much patience because many of the pages are 

very difficult to read. She sends us ten pages at a time. 
This is like a serial novel. Her latest contribution to 
our archives describes a fire they had in the Cayuga 
storehouse. The company's main headquarters was in 
New York City, and many of the letters are reports to 
the company President, Warren Ackerman: 
"The grain house which adjoined our property contained 7 or 

8000 bushels of grain. This I hear was fully covered by Insur
ance. The owner of the grain bears a poor character, and I 
find he has been burned out at other places several times 
before under suspicious circumstances. From the way the fire 
is now reported to have started, from one corner of our store
house, it would be utterly impossible for it to have originated 
from a spark thrown out by a passing engine. As I wrote this 
noon hour our loss wi/l probably reach $800.00, unless there 
is insurance of which I am unaware. The fire has not yet gone 
out; I think it possible we may hat'e con.dderable land plaster, 
in which case the loss would be something less than I have 
!;taled. The calcined pia. 'iter, 50 harrels, was completely de

stroyed. " Dated April 17, 1889. 



RESEARCH ON THE WESTROC MINE, by Jean Farquharson 

A more recent find was a three-page report in Esther Harmer's A History of Drumbo (1987) on the 
Westroc Mine. This is our first discovery in written form relating to Westroc. It is entitled "Drumbo Gypsum 
Story -- Mine Millionth Ton of Gypsum in Drumbo."This excerpt is a shortened version of the report. 

In 1960, Westroc Industries of Mississauga, a subsidiary of the British-owned B.P.B. (British Plaster and 
Board) Industries began to lease 1,700 acres in Blandjord-Blenheim Township .... Westroc ... began production 
in the Drumbo mine in December 1978 under the management of Kirk Scheifele ... . 

There are no picks and shovels in this mine as everything is run electrically. There are 26 crew members 
on staff, 18 are on production and maintenance. 

The original shaft dug in 1960 serves as an openingfor the vents. An air movement of60,000 cubic feet 
per minute is generatedfrom these vents. [This is a great improvement from the 1880ls when an Inspector1s 
annual report in the Bureau of Mines Reports told that he had recommended installing a pipe extending the 
length of the mine tunnel in a Paris mine a.."1d a starting a fire at the mine opening, to ventilate the shaft. The 
Inspector claimed that the ventilation actual~y improved!]. ... 

The ore is extracted by explosives. A high-powered hydraulic drill puts holes in the face of the ore; then 
explosives are placed in the holes and detonated electrically from the surface. Among safety features are pillars 
of ore, 20 square feet in diameter, spaced at regular intervals. Threefoot steel bolts are implanted into the 
ceilings to add strength .... The cage of the elevator measures 12 by 12 feet and it is difficult to realize that 
everything that moves in and out of the mine has to travel in that cage. 

The gypsum is hauled by truck -- from the Drumbo mine to the Mississauga plant where it is checkedfor 
purity and salt content. The average purity at the mine runs at 80%. Some of its uses are wallboard, base 
coat plastics, Keenes cement, plasterboard and lath. As well, it can be used in candy, paint and faCial creams. 

Although it was reported that there was enough gypsum to last for 30 to 50 years, the mine closed in April, 
1995. Another cheaper source of gypsum was available to the company .. 
~ ........................................................................................ . 
THE STORY OF OUR TWO STILL-OPERATING GYPSUM MINES by lise Kraemer 

The Canadian GypsumCompany 

Last spring, during our gypsum display at the Paris Historical Show, I met a gypsum miner, Mr. 
Zimmerman, employed for many years by the C.G.C. in Hagersville. He kindly presented me with a book of 
the United States gypsum industries entitled A Company History. United States Gypsum owns a few gypsum 
mines in Canada, including the Hagersville plant. The following is an abridged excerpt from the book: 

In J 930, Hydrocal, a calcined gypsum was introduced and opened the company's horizon in the industrial 
market. A group of chemists devised a new method to create a more dense, harder and stronger gypsum plaster. 
This new product soon gained wide acceptance especially in the aircraft, automobile andfoundry fields. Having 
successfully introduced this product into Canadian markets, the e. G. C. constructed in J 931 a modern plant 
in Hagersville. Here an unusually pure and extensive vein of gypsum was found. The roof andfloor is limestone, 
which is really ideal. The plant supported a plaster mill, tile and wallboard operation. To compliment lis 
gypsum operation a lime plant was purchased in Guelph in 1932, and other plants in Toronto. e.G.e. is still 
going strong. North of Hwy 6 under the reserve is mined out, and now gypsum is being mined south of Hwy 6. 

Domtar 
In the late fall of 1995, I met the uncle of one of our members, Alfred Thompson. In his younger years, 

he worked in the lab of Domtar. He kindly gave me the newsletter of the company, The Clearine Hous~. dated 
~'N"ovember, 1929. At this time, the company was planning a big convention with guest speakers, dinner and 
~ance. L.H. Cole of the Mines Branch of the Dominion government as to be the prominent speaker. Mr. Cole 
had the most experience in the Dominion in locating and developing non-metallic minerals. The following is 



quoted and condensed from the newsletter: 
In Ontario the occurrence of gypsum follows the course of the Grand River nearly down to lake Erie. 

There it branches off to the east where it continues through the state of New York. It is a companion deposit 
to the gypsum found in the east of Buffalo. The first use of gypsum was mainly a fertilizer, land plaster. 

When the oldest predecessor of our present company, the Alabastine Company was formed in 1886, the 
original deposit was used in the manufacture of the company's old standby, Alabastine. By 1895, the extension 
of the same deposit to Caledonia had been determined in Caledonia, and in that year a mine had opened with 
the present incline of 1930 driven to a level of 65 feet below the suiface. 

In 1906, production was started when a crushing plant was erected to supply gypsum rock to cement 
manufacturers. About 60 tons was sent to Paris daily for calcining. The deposit of gypsum in the./irst level 
was 8 feet thick, sandwiched between two beds of limestone. This gypsum was not pure but interstrati./ied with 
shale. The shale had to be sorted out and left in the mines as filler. 

More explorations were done, and a strata of pure gypsum below thefirst strata wasfound. This level is 
being operated now [1929] and requires no hand-picking. In 1920, the original incline was abandoned. Another 
20 feet below Number 2 Mine, a 3-foot strata of pure gypsum was found. It was opened in 1913, and 3 years 
later abandoned. At time of writing this report, it is estimated that there is enough gypsum/or the next 90 years. 

The occurrence of limestone in the Caledonia gypsum brings many problems. A special type of auger had 
to be developed. After every 3 feet of drilling it has to be re-hardened and re-sharpened. 

Drainage of the mine is o:ffected by centr~fugal pumps into a series of sump pumps. Maintenance of an 
even temperature in the mine by not more than a 5 degree variation year round is affected by the ventilation 
shaft with a pair offans. 

To mine the gypsum, 12 holes are drilled into the face of the rock to a depth of 3 to 12 feet. These holes are 
.charged with dynamite and 60 tons of rock broken down with one blast. They need one pound of dynamite to 
get 2 tons of rock. 

The gypsum rock is loaded by hand onto 3-112 ton cars pulled by mules. At thefoot of the incline, the rock 
is weighed and hauled tip to the crusher. Different crushers make the rock smaller and smaller. After that, it 
is dried in a continuous dryer to drive offsurface moisture. From there, conveyors divide the gypsum to different 
buildings to be made into different products . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
FIELD TRIPS PLANNED -- Please phone lise ahead to confirm. Weather and water levels affect trips. 

• Sunday , April 21, 10 a.m. Five Oaks. Meet in the parking lot. Bring lunch for the meeting which follows at 
Farquharson's house, to continue work on the booklet. 

·Sunday, April 28. 10 a.m. Peart's Pioneer Cemetery (Cook family). Meet at Peart's. Bring lunch. We plan 
to go on to the Excelsior Mine at McHugh's Horse Farm to take the photos we couldn't take in the fall. We 
will set (a) date(s) for going back to Peart's to finish restoring the cemetery. 

·Sunday, May 5, 10 a.m. aids Mine and Holstein Mine. Meet at the baseball diamond. Bring lunch. 
• Phone lise for other field trip dates . 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
This newsletter is compiled and edited by Jean Farquharson, and issued quarterly. We are not responsible for 
errors. Persons who wish to contribute are asked to submit their contributions to Jean at R.R. 3, Paris, ON 
N3L 3E3, or FAX at 519-442-2373. The deadline for our next issue is June 21,1996 . 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• * •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• * •••••• * ••• 
Archival information is available from the same address or phone Jean at 519-442-2156, or lise Kraemer 

at 519-756-6634. 


