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Weather ~rmitting, we hope that our field trip today is a success I 
We will look at the mine entrances that we can get access to. Unfortunately very 
recently there have been some landslides which make the open mine (Torrance, 
inaccessible. We will approach from Powerline Rd. to show you our other findings in 
this area. Then we will drive through Cavan's farm to what used to be Hymer'. 
property to access what we can from that Bide. 

At lunch time, you are invited back to Farquharson's home to eat and freshen 
up. If you wish we will take IOU to the bottom lands on our property to view the 
Torrance mine from the other s de of the river. 

In the afternoon, we will show you the location of the mines on Hile Hill 
(there were 15 tunnels altogether.) We will proceed by way of Race St. where the 
raceway waa locatttd. After the gypsum was hauled out of the mine by horses in small 
carts, the narrow gauge rails led to a raceway where the gypsum was transferred to 
barges and hauled to the mill on Willow St. 

Then we will proceed to downtown Paris and park briefly at Canadian Tire. We 
will show you where the Holme's mine was located at the forks of the Nith and the 
Grand Rivers and where some of the mills were located in Lower Town. 

Our last stops will be along Willow St.~ where IOU will see where the taceway 
was located which powered a row o.factoriesJfdd mil s, including the Thos.~oleman 
gypsum mill i which was later bougH~out by Gi 1, Brown and Allani and later became 
the Alabast ne Co. of Paris etc. From that same location you w 11 be able to .. e 
where the Capron beds were iocated. We will drive past the only building left\of • 
Gyp.wa, LiJDe and Alabaetine Co. - its office. That w1ll be the end of our tour. , -', 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ... 
Excerpts from some at the historical sources I ~" 
Geological Survey of Ganada, ann. Rept., 1863. ···.'lhe gypsum [Conc. II. Lot 15, 1-
Brant ford Twp.] has ~een mine by Rr. Tennant, and forms a bed of JEt. , underlaid 
by and imbedaed in green shale. Above this, on the river, gypsum is ~arried in • 
.. nr places in'~he vicinity of Paris.· It also locates Mr. Wright's plaster bed '. 
bes de a section of very well-exposed bedrock which continues to ~ Great Western' 
aailway viaduct. ~ . .. 

" 
Guillet. Gypsum in Ontario. The Torrence Hine was ·first proBpected in 1846 •• a 
.ine was later opened by wIlliam Hynes and James Wright, but was only operated'lor a 
short period, for although some goOd gyp,um was encountered in spot. of the drift, 
the .. In bed wa. not located.- • 

.' .. 
smith D.A. At the F§rka of the Grand. Describing the Town of Paris in 1881 -
-A little farther along the race l after we have passed the grist mill of Thos. 
O'Neail, we come to the gypsum m 11 of the Canada Land Plasfer Co., owned and. 
o~rated br HessrWc Gill Allan, 'Co. It grinds about 25,00 tons of plaster a year, 
and sells t as rertilizer. Seven wagons draw the plaster from the mlnes which are 
in the east bank of the Grand below Greeen Lanei in the west bank of the Grand about 
a .ile below Dundas Street, and in the two ... 1 beds on the side of the hill at the 
north-west edge of Riverview Park.-

Onto Bureau of Mines. Index to Annual Reports~ 1891-1916. Under "Torrance, John-, 
are listed l entries - Eo gold mInIng, to grapnite mInIng in Renfrew, Ont., and to 
gypsum mining in Brant ford Twp. [These sources have not yet been examined.) 
An entry under the Torrance Hlne suggests it was absorbed by the Onto Gypsum Co. 

~~~~~~~~~~~_¥~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~a~r~h~i~l~l~. His grandfather n e ~ area.) He remembers l 
tunnels' in operation. His Bon operated 2 carts w th 2 teams of horseB, and 
deliver~d gIPBum from both sides to the G.L.A. Co. He rented half the Torrance 
farm, and w th the proceeds of extracting gypsum along the surface of the e. river 
bank he bought the farm. However the grandfather died in 1911 and there was a 
terrIfic lana.lide. A. a re.ult, the family quit gypsum extraction and went back to 
taming. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
COKIMG SVElTI. Hary Nelles of the York Grand River Historical Society ha. invited 
u. to attend a meetIng in York in the parish hall, on Tues.! Nov. 16 at 8 p ••• The 
topic will be ·Early Cypsum Hining· ana Hrs. Joan Cooper wi 1 talk about her 
memories of Lythmore grpsum mine and mill. If Hrs. COoper is unable to attend, 
everyone will tell the r own mining memories and stories. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------Nov. 21 - Our last field trip this year, weather permitting. Heet at 10 a.m. 
at Tim Horton's, Junct. of Hwy 2 , 5 and Green Lane, Paris. Mystery trip -
explorlng the unknown I We will follow a groomed trai11 with easler walk~ng than 
usual. Join u. for a bowl of soup at Tim Horton's at unchtime. 
-----w;-;lii-;~t-;;;t-l~-D;~;;b;;;-b~t-;i;~-t~-h~id-;-;;;tl~g-l~-j;~:-;lth-B;;~-
Weenstr~! Kin. of M. Development and Kinss a. gue.t .peaker. T1me and place to be 
unounc8CI lateI'. 

--------------------------------------------~-----------------------------------
REMINDER. Have you paid your dues? So far l expenses have been covered by a few 
member.. If you wish to continue getting tne newsletter, please contribute your 
dues. We cannot continue to send the newsletter to those who do not respond. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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