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Brooklin principal 
wins award  
of merit
David Brown was honoured 
by the Durham Catholic 
District School Board

Kristen Calis
kcalis@durhamregion.com

DURHAM -- David Brown likes to visit 
the classrooms and even spend time 
doing yard duty as part of  his role as 
principal of  a Brooklin elementary 
school.
 “I think relationships with people 
are very important -- with staff, stu-
dents and parents,” said the principal 
of  St. Bridget Catholic School.
 Mr. Brown received the Board 
Award of  Merit when the Durham 
Catholic District School Board hand-
ed out its 2013-2014 awards at a special 
ceremony on May 26.
 “I feel very honoured and surprised 
and it’s still not even real yet that it 
happened,” he said.
 Staff  and students kept the nomina-
tion a secret from him. 
 He learned of  receiving the honour 
when staff  presented it to him at a 
surprise staff  meeting and then it was 
announced to the students the next 
day.
 Mr. Brown has been working with 
the Durham Catholic board for 25 
years, and has been principal of  St. 
Bridget for two years.
 “I like being the person who has 
the responsibility of  setting the tone 
within a school building, and I enjoy 
all the rewards you get through inter-
actions with so many people on a daily 
basis,” he said, adding he also enjoys 
being able to be a leader in a school 
where there’s a strong faith communi-
ty.
 The challenges that go with the posi-
tion arise when it feels there’s not 

enough time to get all the things done 
that he would like to, and also when 
he has to make tough decisions. 
 “I have good support from family 
around balancing my workload,” he 
said. 
 “Staff  is very good about supporting 
me when things are very busy and I 
have lots of  good colleagues I can talk 
to when I’m trying to make a tough 
decisions.”
 As for advice to people who would 
like to be principals in the future, he 
would pass on the advice he was given 
when he began his role.
 “Stay true to who you are as a per-
son and try to use the strengths you 

have within your role, and try not to 
change who you are,” he said.
 Five other awards were handed out 
to students and schools for the good 

work they do, and more than 60 board 
employees -- from teachers to chap-
lains to custodians -- were recognized 
for 25 years of  service.

BROOKLIN -- St. Bridget Catholic School principal David Brown received 2013-2014 Award of Merit from the Durham Catholic District 
School Board.         sabrina byrnes / Metroland

AWARD WINNERS
• Board Award of Merit -- David Brown
• Trustee Youth Award -- elementary, Kala Martin, Immaculate Conception CS
• Trustee Youth Award -- secondary, Candice Pinto, Archbishop Denis 
O’Connor CHS
• Reverend John Markle Memorial Trophy for Outstanding Home/School 
Communication Elementary School Award -- Monsignor Philip Coffey CES
• Reverend John Markle Memorial Trophy for Outstanding Home/School 
Communication Secondary School Award -- Notre Dame CSS
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Off-leash dog 
parks opening
in Whitby
WHITBY -- Dog owners across Whit-
by can now treat their pets to some 
leash-free play time with the opening 
of  two off-leash dog parks on July 12. 

 Both parks are fully fenced -- one 
located in the north and one in the 
south -- and will be open year-round 
for users. 
 The north location is at the south-
ern terminus of  Cochrane Street, 
south of  Winchester Road West with-
in the Heber Down Conservation 
Area. The south location is at the 
northern terminus of  Jeffery Street, 
north of  Victoria Street West, adja-

cent to the Lynde Shores Conserva-
tion Area. 
 Dog handlers are legally respon-
sible for the safety, conduct, and any 
injuries or damage caused by the 
dog(s) under their care while in the 
off-leash parks. Visit www.whitby.ca/
dogparks to view the code of  conduct. 
 The parks will be patrolled by Whit-
by Animal Services. To report any 
violations or incidents, call 905-655-

0283.
 Volunteers are being recruited to 
join a group of  community mem-
bers who will help with the general 
upkeep of  the parks, educate park 
users about park etiquette, and assist 
with special events and fundraising 
activities. Those interested in vol-
unteering are encouraged to send an 
e-mail to parks.rec@whitby.ca or call 
905-430-4310.


