
M e n a c e by L . R . W r i g h t 

Set o n the S u n s h i n e C o a s t , th i s is the 
a w a r d w i n n i n g a u t h o r ' s f i n a l n o v e l 
p r i o r t o her d e a t h , a n d c o n s i d e r e d 
a m o n g h e r best . A y o u n g s o c i a l 
w o r k e r rejects a s u i t o r a n d begins t o 
suspect t h a t she m a y h a v e a s t a l k e r ; 
m e a n w h i l e a l o c a l s e n i o r is n e a r l y r u n 
d o w n by a m o t o r i s t . Sergeant E d w i n a 
bel ieves s o m e t h i n g v e r y v i o l e n t m a y 
s o o n o c c u r i n the t o w n o f G i b s o n s . 

A l i c e , I t h i n k (trilogy) b y S u s a n J u b y 

Set i n S m i t h e r s B C , the series f o l l o w s 
the a n g s t - r i d d e n l i fe o f teenager A l i c e 
M c L e o d , w h o m u s t e n d u r e c o n s t a n t 
a n d m o r t i f y i n g e m b a r r a s s m e n t f r o m 
her h i p p i e p a r e n t s . In b o o k t w o o f the 
series, M i s s S m i t h e r s , A l i c e enters the 
t o w n b e a u t y p a g e a n t as " M i s s R o d 
a n d G u n C l u b " . In the h i l a r i o u s c o n ­
c l u s i o n to the series , {Alice Mcleod, 
Realist at last), A l i c e M a c L e o d has 
" o f f i c i a l l y g r a d u a t e d f r o m the r a n k s 
of the w e i r d l y m a r g i n a l i n t o the r e a l m 
of the p r a c t i c a l l y n o r m a l " . I l o v e d 
these b o o k s f o r t h e i r w i t a n d d e p i c ­
t i o n o f s m a l l t o w n B C e c c e n t r i c i t i e s . 

Rachel Brown, Parkgate 

S y m p a t h y b y D e d e C r a n e 

A recent ly re t i red ba l le t d a n c e r loses 
h u s b a n d a n d c h i l d i n a n a u t o a c c i d e n t 
a n d has to u n d e r g o a c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
n e w t rea tment f o r p o s t t r a u m a t i c 
stress d i s o r d e r . S o u n d s heavy , but 
this gr i t ty n o v e l is o f t e n f u n n y a n d 
u l t imate ly a t es tament t o the res i l ience 
of the h u m a n s p i r i t . 

Elizabeth Austin, Parkgate 

M o n k e ) Beach by E d e n R o b i n s o n 

G r o w i n g u p i n a r e m o t e H a i s l a 
v i l l a g e , L i s a m a r i e is v i s i t e d by g h o s t s 
and s hape s h i f t e r s , a n d t o r m e n t e d 
bv a sense o f i m p e n d i n g d o o m . She 
under takes a j o u r n e y w h i c h is as 
m u c h a p e r s o n a l quest as a s e a r c h f o r 
her bro ther , m i s s i n g at sea. C e n t r a l 
to the s t o r y are the s p i r i t u a l i t y o f 
her r e m a r k a b l e f a m i l y a n d t h e i r 
c o n n e c t i o n t o the l i v i n g w i l d e r n e s s . 
P o i g n a n t a n d s o m e t i m e s f u n n y , th i s is 
a h a u n t i n g s tory . 

Elaine Dickson, Parkgate 

I h e a r d the o w l c a l l m y n a m e b y 
M a r g a r e t C r a v e n 

A n o t h e r B C class ic . A y o u n g priest , 
u n a w a r e that he is d y i n g , is sent to a 
remote B C F irs t N a t i o n s p a r i s h . Fa ther 
M a r k ' s gentle efforts to reach a n under ­
s t a n d i n g w i t h the K w a k i u t l c o m m u n i t y 
c o m p l e m e n t his o w n i n n e r struggle to 
c o m e to terms w i t h his s i t u a t i o n . 

H o m e by A n n i e S c o o n e s 

O n e o f t h o s e b o o k s w h i c h is h a r d t o 
c lass i fy b u t easy t o en joy - a c o m b i ­
n a t i o n o f a f fec t ionate m e m o i r , f a r m 
a l m a n a c a n d c o u n t r y c o o k b o o k . 
S c o o n e s r e s c u e d the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s 
o f a her i tage f a r m i n N o r t h S a a n i c h , 
l o v i n g l y res tored t h e m , a n d f i l l e d 
t h e m a n d her l ife w i t h rare l i v e s t o c k , 
h e i r l o o m p l a n t s , a n d a n ec lect ic assor t ­
m e n t o f l o c a l charac ters a n d interest­
i n g v i s i t o r s . T o l d w i t h gentle h u m o u r 
a n d e n g a g i n g m o d e s t y , this is the per­
fect b o o k f o r a ferry t r i p t o the I s l a n d . 

Wendy Metcalf Roy, Parkgate 

A p r i l F o o l by W i l l i a m D e v e r e l l 

L a w y e r A r t h u r B e a u c h a m p has re t i red 
to e n j o y r e t i r e m e n t as a h o b b y f a r m e r 
o n G a r i b a l d i I s l a n d , but he r e l u c t a n t l y 
heads b a c k i n t o c o u r t to d e f e n d a for ­
m e r c l i en t a c c u s e d o f rape a n d m u r d e r . 
M e a n w h i l e , B e a u c h a m p ' s e n v i r o n ­
m e n t a l i s t w i f e has t a k e n res idence i n 
a tree o n V a n c o u v e r I s l a n d t o protes t 
the d e s t r u c t i o n o f a n eagle h a b i t a t . 
C o u r t r o o m t h r i l l e r , c lass ic w h o d u n i t , 
h u m o r o u s a n d fast p a c e d - D e v e r e l l is 
at the t o p o f his g a m e w i t h this o n e ! 

Alicia Jinkerson 

G i r l s A r o u n d the H o u s e b y M . A . C . 
F a r rant 

Q u i r k y , h u m o r o u s a n d s l ight ly 
w h i m s i c a l - n o t i n the f u n n y c h i c k 
lit v e i n o f Sophie K i n s e l l a . N a r r a t o r 
M a r i o n deals w i t h l ife in the s m a l l 
t o w n o f S idney, o n V a n c o u v e r I s land : 
the g r o w i n g p a i n s o f her three teejj 
c h i l d r e n , her h u s b a n d , a n d her i 
i smat i c m o t h e r i n l a w . j ^ l s o fecj 
m e n d e d : her n o n - f i c t i o n ' p i e c e 
T u r q u o i s e Y e a r s " . It gives yoc 
a r i c h l o o k at w h a t b i r l i f e ^ v a s ' 
g r o w i n g u p o n t h ^ t s j i n d , a n d 
p r o v i d e s honest , 
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