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Boy meets g i r l , boj i n . u r n s g i r l , they live happi ly ever after: il onl) il were 
so simple. But as the Bard so wisely point out , the course of true love never 
d i d run s m o o t h , and most great love stories are dis t inguished by t u r m o i l 
and tragedy, misfortune and misunders tanding . F r o m the myths and legends 
(>l ancient times to the headlines of I [ o l l y w o o d , some names have been 
l inked in romance for eternity. T h e i r stories have been wri t ten , rewritten 
and often re-invented as movies . H e r e is a smal l selection of current titles 
about some great lovers f r o m the N o r t h Vancouver Dis tr ic t L ibrary . 

HELOISE AND ABELARD 
Heloise and A b e l a r d : a new b iography of history's great lovers by James 
Burge, is the story of the char ismat ic teacher and his impuls ive y o u n g stu­
dent. C o n s i d e r e d one of the w o r l d ' s great love stories, it was unt i l recently 
based o n just eight s u r v i v i n g letters between the couple . N o w Burge draws 
o n 113 recently translated letters that have been attr ibuted to the lovers to 
b r i n g to life their passionate affair, as wel l as the repressive c l imate of the 
times. The couple met in 1115, when A b e l a r d was an outspoken philosopher 
and Helo i se was a p r o m i s i n g student. T h e i r affair was conducted vir tual ly 
under the nose of Heloise 's uncle , w h o was enraged w h e n he learned the 
truth and eventually had A b e l a r d castrated. The couple retreated to cloistered, 
rel igious lives, but their passion never abated. 

TRISTAN AND ISOLDE 
Y o u have a choice of styles here. If y o u l ike the f u l l - b l o w n , bodice-r ipper 
style of h is tor ica l romance , w i t h a little myst ic i sm t h r o w n i n , then Rosa l ind 
M i l e s is for y o u . T h e a u t h o r o f the p o p u l a r Guenevere series begins a 
new tr i logy w i t h Isolde, Q u e e n of the Western Isle: The M a i d of the W h i t e 
H a n d s and The L a d y of the Sea complete the story. H o w e v e r , for a sensitive 
and f ine ly-wri t ten retel l ing of one of the w o r l d ' s greatest love stories, turn to 
T h e K i n g i n the Tree by Pul i tzer P r i z e - w i n n e r Steven M i l l h a u s e r . 

LANCELOT AND GUINEVERE 
K e l o w n a author Jack W h y t e , a master of the history/fantasy genre, in t ro­
duces Lance lo t in C l o t h a r the F r a n k , and in T h e Eagle he takes us in to the 
m i n d s a n d lives of three people - K i n g A r t h u r of E n g l a n d ; his best knight , 
Lance lot ; and his Q u e e n , Guinevere . T h e i r compl ica ted love triangle forms 
the basis for one of the most cherished legends of the Western w o r l d , and 
W h y t e tells the story f r o m a new and fascinat ing perspective. 

CHOPIN AND GEORGE SAND 
Chopin's Funeral by Benita Eisler 
T h e innovat ive pianis t -composer C h o p i n m o v e d in the highest circles of 
French society but, frai l and tubercular throughout his adult l i fe , l ived in 
emot iona l sol i tude. H i s story is entwined w i t h that of his famous lover and 
sometime manager, the novelist and pol i t i ca l activist George Sand. F r o m 
1838 to 1846, the couple shared a home i n the French countryside in the 
summer and apartments in Paris in the winter . T h e i r re lat ionship was some­
times idy l l i c but more often stormy, and it ended bitterly; Sand d i d not 
attend C h o p i n ' s funera l , w h i c h is where this f lashback story begins. 

ROBERT AND EILZABETH BROWNING 
The Love Letters of Robert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett 
Passion a n d poetry just go together, a n d y o u just can't get much more 
romant ic than the t w o B r o w n i n g s . B o o k s have been wri t ten on the romance 
between the t w o poets, but the t w o lovers tell it best. 


