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O u r publ ic spaces are not only arenas for 

work , t ravel and recreat ion, bu t the terrain 

o f our c o m m u n a l imag ina t ion and memory . 

Every city is a p o e m a b o u t p e o p l e , land­

scape and cul ture. Public art is a vital part 

o f tha t lyrical expression o f ident i ty a n d 

place. Discover the poe t ry o f the Ci ty o f 

Nor th Vancouver t h r o u g h a se l f -gu ided 

t o u r o f its pub l ic a r t — a f ree o u t d o o r art 

gal lery at your d o o r s t e p . 

Kickstart your day by check ing ou t the 

mos t recent pub l ic art p ieces, c reated 

t h r o u g h the Private Deve lope r Program 

of the Ci ty o f N o r t h Vancouver Public A r t 

p r o g r a m . Deve lopers pa id for the creat ion 

o f the ar tworks as part o f thei r c o m m i t m e n t 

t o t h e c o m m u n i t y 

Circulus Vi tae (Life Cycle) 

Luke Blackstone 

121 Wes t 16th Street 

When the principles of breathing, tree 

rings, and binary numbers intersect, the re­

sult is an annual celebration of sound and 

light. —Luke Blackstone, 2005 

Art is t Luke Blackstone endeavours to take 

pub l ic art one s tep b e y o n d the static sculp­

ture. By str iv ing t o in tegrate techno logy ; by 

re fo rm ing ob jec ts , energy sources, move­

men t , sound and l ight ; and f ind ing unique 

uses for ord inary ob jec ts ; he creates 

dynamic works t o in t r igue and e n g a g e the 

passerby in to fur ther exp lo r ing the piece. 

Circulus Vitae, a work sponsored by West 

Coast Projects, draws a paral lel be tween 

nature and human life by reveal ing the 

connec t i on b e t w e e n t rees as an integral 

par t o f our env i ronment , and human 

b rea th , an essential e l e m e n t o f life. The 

d isp lay w i n d o w simulates the human 

breath w i th t w o glass cyl inders that fill and 

expe l w i th air. The expe l led air moves the 

leaf coun te r balance and t i l ts the mercury 

switch t o act ivate the LED counter. The 

exter ior art panel shows the annual rings of 

d i f fe rent species o f nat ive t rees: cedar, 


