
literary arts I by Sonnet Force 

tuesdays1 

The Rogue „ 

Writers and 
Ten Years of 

Tuesdays 

short 

Heinrich • García • Winkler • Thompson 

Tuesday evening at seven-thirty for ten years, the Rogue 
Writers have met half way up Grouse Mountain to read 
and critique their work, to offer encouragement, and to 
catch up on what is new in their lives. 

They have collectively drunk gallons of coffee and mountain 
berry tea, unknown quantities of wine, and smoked 
several cigarettes. They have divorced, married, become 
grandparents, and one of the members even died. 
Perhaps that is the only way out of the group once you 
have really become a member... 

O t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e N o r t h S h o r e W r i t e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n 

( N S W A ) b e g a n t o no t i c e that o n e g r o u p of ind i v idua l s w a s ac t i ng 

u p a n d m i s b e h a v i n g . M o i r a T h o m p s o n , R o g u e #4, reca l ls : " W e 

w e r e n ' t c a l l e d a n y t h i n g . W e w e r e s i m p l y a g r o u p o f a b o u t six 

o r seven p e r s o n s w h o m e t r egu l a r l y o n Tuesday n i g h t s . . . A l l t h e 

R o g u e s w e r e r o g u e - l i k e b e f o r e I j o i n e d t h e g r o u p , b u t t h e y 

n e e d e d s o m e ca l l t o a c t i o n , a r e a s o n f o r t h e i r n a u g h t y 

w a y s . . . W h y n o t c e l e b r a t e t h e f a c t ? A n d s o , t o o u r d e l i g h t a n d 

w h o e v e r ' s d i smay , w e o f f i c i a l l y b e c a m e t h e R o g u e W r i t e r s . " 

A c c o r d i n g t o R o g u e m e m b e r a n d T u e s d a y n i g h t h o s t e s s , 
C o l l e e n H e i n r i c h ( a . k . a . o n e - e y e d w o m a n ) , t h e g r o u p h a s 
g a t h e r e d f o r t h e pas t t e n years t o sha re " H o n e s t o p i n i o n s o n 
o u r w o r k , e n c o u r a g e m e n t , c r i t i c i s m , f r i e n d s h i p . . . " a n d t o 
s p e n d q u a l i t y t i m e w i t h " . . . p e o p l e w h o w i l l b e g e n u i n e l y 
h a p p y if y o u h a v e a w r i t i n g s u c c e s s . " 

G e r h a r d W i n k l e r , t h e o n l y m a l e R o g u e , sha res his pe r spec t i ve 

w h e n he says , " B e i n g s u r r o u n d e d b y a b u n c h o f g o r g e o u s 

f e m a l e s m a k e s m y hea r t f ee l y o u n g . " 

G o r g e o u s a n d s o p h i s t i c a t e d R o g u e f e m a l e , R a q u e l G a r c i a , 

w o u l d m o s t l i ke l y say ( w i t h a l av i sh C h i l e a n a c c e n t ) t h a t her 

e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h t h i s w r i t i n g g r o u p h a v e b e e n s i m p l y 

" A m a z i n g . " I w a s n o t a b l e t o t r a c k d o w n o r t e l e p h o n e this 

p a r t i c u l a r R o g u e f o r a n i n t e r v i e w ; I s u s p e c t s h e w a s o f f 

t r a v e l l i n g in p u r s u i t o f t h e n e x t e x o t i c S o u t h A m e r i c a n 

c e m e t e r y l u n c h e o n e x t r a v a g a n z a o r p e r h a p s f l o a t i n g o n a c a lm 

a q u a m a r i n e sea . 

A n t i c s a s i d e , t h e R o g u e s a r e a r e m a r k a b l e g r o u p o f 

t a l e n t e d i n d i v i d u a l s w h o s e w r i t i n g r e f l e c t s t h e i r a l m o s t 

i l l e g a l l u s t f o r c r e a t i v e e x p r e s s i o n . A l t h o u g h p l e a s e d w i t h 

t h e i r m y r i a d o f w r i t t e n c o n s t r u c t i o n s t h e g r o u p d e l i b e r a t e d 

f o r m a n y y e a r s o n w h e t h e r o r n o t t o p u t s o m e o f t h e s e 

m o r s e l s t o g e t h e r i n a b o o k . B u t a l a s , j u s t t h i s p a s t yea r , 

t h e s e f o u r R o g u e s ( C o l l e e n H e i n r i c h , R a q u e l G a r c i a , 

G e r h a r d W i n k l e r a n d M o i r a T h o m p s o n ) f i n a l l y p e r m i t t e d 

t h e m s e l v e s t o t a k e t h e i r w r i t i n g b e y o n d t h e t e n f o o t by six 

f o o t c o m f o r t z o n e t h e y u s e a s a m e e t i n g s p a c e a n d c r e a t e d 

a n d s e l f p u b l i s h e d t h e i r f i r s t o f m a n y b o o k s t o c o m e , 

e n t i t l e d . Ten Years of Tuesdays ( 2 0 0 4 , R o g u e L i t e r a r y Press). 
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