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Wayne Lavallee's Green 
Dress Defines First Nations 

Contemporary Music 
It was standing room only at the Media 
Club in Vancouver. W a y n e L a v a l l e e 

b e g a n t o s i n g . I w a s i m m e d i a t e l y s t ruck 

b y t h e u n u s u a l q u a l i t y o f h i s v o i c e , 

raspy—an e a r t h y m i x o f c o n t e m p o r a r y 

s o u n d s a n d t r a d i t i o n a l c h a n t i n g . 

L i s t e n i n g t o t h e ly r i cs a n d m o v i n g 

w i t h t h e r h y t h m s , I f e l t as i f I w a s 

remembering. H i s m u s i c t o u c h e d a 

p l a c e w i t h i n m e o f e m o t i o n , o f h e a r t , 

o f s p i r i t . . . s o m e t h i n g mys t i c . 

H e a r i n g t h e t i t l e s o n g , I f o u n d it e a sy 

t o love t h a t " I n d i a n gir l w i t h t h e g r e e n 

dress o n , " b a c k in a t i m e o f i n n o c e n c e 

t h a t a d u l t s y e a r n f o r b u t o n l y c h i l d r e n 

u n d e r s t a n d . Heartland, in C r e e , 

r e m i n d e d m e t h a t l a n g u a g e is t h e 

hear t o f c u l t u r e a n d p e r h a p s t h e t rues t 

m e a n i n g o f h o m e . A n d t h e n t h e r e w a s 

Savanna. If y o u h a v e e v e r s m e l l e d 

s w e e t g r a s s o n a w a r m s u m m e r day, y o u 

w i l l k n o w w h a t I m e a n . T h e r i chness of 

t h i s s o n g m a d e it a l m o s t t a n g i b l e ; I 

c l o s e d m y e y e s a n d d a n c e d a c r o s s t h e 

p r a i r i e s , f l a m e n c o s t y l e . Bu t my 

f a v o u r i t e s o n g h a d t o b e Powwow 
Honey. H e r e W a y n e s e e m e d t o t o u c h 

o n t h e j u x t a p o s i t i o n o f o l d a n d n e w 

" N D N " w a y s - o f - b e i n g , u s i n g h u m o u r t o 

b r i n g s o m e l ev i t y t o w h a t o t h e r w i s e 

c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d s e r i o u s i s sues . O r 

m a y b e it w a s t h e p a r t a b o u t g e t t i n g 

" y o u r B a n n o c k b u t t i n t o t h e c a r " tha t I 

f o u n d s o a p p e a l i n g . 

It w a s a n h o n o u r b e i n g a t t h e M e d i a 

C l u b t o w i t n e s s the C D release of W a y n e 
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