
Broken Saints redef ines modern art. 

Computer technology, especially the Internet, 

has taken us light years beyond Picasso and 

free verse. With all the high tech capabil it ies 

of the M a c r o m e d i a Flash an ima t i on 

program, North Vancouver 's Brooke Burgess 

and fr iends have produced a stunning piece 

of graphic literature. So stunning, in fact, that 

it recently received the "Audience Awa rd for 

Onl ine A n i m a t i o n " at the prest ig ious 

Sundance Festival. 

G raph ic l i terature is a term f rom the comic 

book industry that separates more mature 

intell igent works from the average b low 'em 

up superhero mate r i a l . Us ing dynamic 

images created by self-taught art ist 

Andrew West, Burgess moves the story a long 

w i t h d i a logue bubbles and internal 

m o n o l o g u e text, just l ike in a comic book . 

The technica l director for all the mater ia l is 

Ian Kirby, w h o knows everything there is to 

know about Flash. 

Accord ing to the webs i te the story is about 
hope, fate, love, fear, dea th , hate, power, 
consc iousness , betraya l , change, mercy, 
compass i on , w i s d o m , awareness, w i l l , 

discipl ine, fa i th, courage, empathy, paranoia , 

revenge, forgiveness and sacrifice. It is about 

the good and evil in all of us. 

In the quiet corners of the globe 

Four strangers receive a message 

Together they will face the coming darkness 

And learn that the greatest love 

Is often the greatest sacrifice 

The p lot revolves a round four diverse 

characters : Shanda la , a myster ious young 

w o m a n raised on an uncharted Fijian is land 

after be ing lost at sea as a baby; Ra imi , 

a Mon t r ea l e r w o r k i n g for a high-tech 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n company in an unnamed 

Pacif ic Nor thwes t city; Oran a M u s l i m 

mercenary f rom Baghdad ; and Kamimura , a 

Japanese Shinto priest. They are d rawn 

together by the same recurring psychic vision 

and thus the plot unfolds. 

The idea for the story g rew out of Burgess ' 
travels, his perspect ive on the wo r l d , and 
his interest in such g loba l re l ig ions as 
Shinto, Sufism and Taoism. "I k n o w I believe 
in something beyond myself but I don't know 
wha t ? I take the pieces of everyth ing I've 

encounte red . This is a way of expressing 

that. A l l the characters believe in something 

tota l ly d i f ferent and yet their perspectives 

on wha t is happen ing are i den t i c a l . " He 

pauses for a moment and then adds, "Under 

the sk in w e are al l one. It's the basic 

holistic t ruth. " 

Un l ike much of the fast-paced mater ia l on 

the net, Broken Saints moves slowly, 

supported by a hypnotic, a lmost meditative, 

soundtrack created by Burgess ' cousin, 

Tobias Tinker w i t h cont r ibut ions from 

Toronto-based composer Quent in Grey. It 

requires the audience to set aside the time to 

absorb the story and its atmosphere, to 

ponder its images, to be st i l l . The reader 

is compe l l ed to become invo lved in the 

experience. In one of Burgess ' many haikus 

on the site, he says, 

" You are embarking 

On a strange and sacred quest 

Summon your patience" 

The online serial story is told in 24 chapters, 

each chapter t ak ing f rom three weeks to 

two months to complete . A l though , for the 

most part, Broken Saints has kept true to the 
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