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Pamela Baker: 
A Woman of Distinction 

Organza, l inen, chi f fon. D o these 
fabr ics con jure thoughts of 

fashion f r om Paris o r N e w York? You 
need not l ook any fu r the r than the 
N o r t h Shore f o r beauti ful , wearab le 
art . 

Pamela Baker has accompl ished 
more in her 40 years than many of 
us dream of. Baker, w h o grew up in 
the Squamish N a t i o n , is grateful t o 
her C o a s t Salish father, w h o taught 
her g o o d business ethics and the p o l ­
itics of Band life. H e r mother , w h o is 
Kwagiut l and part Tl ingit , has also 
been a major influence in Baker's life, 
instil l ing in her a s t rong sense of 
identity and encouraging her to rea l ­
ize her dreams. Baker's eyes light up 
as she recalls receiv ing her first but ­
ton blanket f rom another ro le mode l , 
her great aunt. 

Baker is adept at integrating both 
sides of her ancestry in her designs, 
f rom the embro idered Coas t Salish 
"eye " on her contemporary potlatch 
pil lows to the Kwagiutl chilkat blanket. 

the inspiration for her elegant evening 
capes. 

A f t e r comple t ing a course in fash­
ion merchandiz ing in the late 1970s. 
Baker moved to the Un i t ed States, 
whe re she got her start in the fash­
ion industry, coord inat ing fashion 
shows. Awaken ing in Baker was a fas­
c inat ion w i th design, wh i ch led her to 
a two-year texti le-arts course . She 
then re turned home in 1985 to begin 
her o w n business,Touch of Cu l tu r e . 
"I set a goal that I wou ld cont inue to 
w o r k with in Nat ive communi t ies and 
bet ter myself as a teacher," she says. 
Baker has never lost sight of that 
miss ion . 

" M y goal was to build self-esteem 
wi th in o u r youth , as wel l as start my 
o w n business," Baker says. For 12 
years. Baker w o r k e d wi th the youth 
of the Cap i lano Indian Band as a 
counsel lor . She was instrumenta l in 
developing the youth program Self-
Esteem O n e . Learning tradi t ions such 
as the sacred c i rc le and medic ine 

whee l , youth reconnec ted w i th their 
r oo t s , gaining conf idence. Baker 
involved them in the fashion industry, 
leading tours to places such as 
A r i z o n a , where the youth learned 
about o the r Nat ive cultures. 

W i t h a desire to fu r the r deve lop 
her craft. Baker enro l led in Cap i l ano 
Col lege's text i le program, graduating 
in 1994. H e r quest for learning did 
not end there , however. Suppor ted 
by Band's educat ion d i rector , Baker 
applied successfully to degree p r o ­
grams at fashion-design schools in 
N e w York and Los Angeles. 

W i t h he r t w o boys, she set o u t 
for Cal i fornia 's ce lebrated O t i s 
Co l l ege of A r t and Design. The 
schoo l was " ve ry tough," Baker 
admits. "Each night I w o u l d w o r k on 
my projects until 2 am, o r 3 am, and 
somet imes even later." H e r hard 
w o r k and perseverance paid off. 

Baker's talent earned her t w o 
design awards: t o p honours f o r 
spor t swear in her first year, fo l lowed 
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