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Wh a t m o t i v a t e s a n a r t i s t t o 

l e a v e t h e r e l a t i v e sa fe t y o f h e r 

s t u d i o t o e n t e r t h e l ess c e r t a i n r e a l m 

o f c o m m u n i t y a r t ? 

F o r m e , t h e r e a s o n s a r e b o t h p e r ­

s o n a l a n d p o l i t i c a l . A s a n a r t i s t a n d a 

p a r e n t o f a c h i l d w i t h a d i sab i l i t y , I 

h a v e b e e n c o m m i t t e d t o u s i n g a r t as 

a t o o l f o r i n t e g r a t i o n f o r m a n y y e a r s . 

T h r o u g h t h i s w o r k , I q u e s t i o n e d w h a t 

i n t e g r a t i o n t r u l y m e a n s . H o w c a n 

i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s n o t o n l y 

b e i n c l u d e d b u t a l s o p e r c e i v e d as fu l l 

c o n t r i b u t o r s t o t h e c o m m u n i t y t h e y 

l i ve in? 

W i t h t h e s e t h o u g h t s in m i n d , I 

b e g a n t o e n v i s i o n a c o m m u n i t y a r t 

p r o j e c t t h a t w o u l d g i v e t e e n s w i t h 

d i s a b i l i t i e s a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o b e t h e 

t e a c h e r s . In i ts o w n s m a l l w a y , t h e 

p r o j e c t w o u l d a t t e m p t t o r e - e x a m i n e 

t h e s t e r e o t y p e o f w h a t it m e a n s t o 

b e a p e r s o n w i t h a d i sab i l i t y . 

A n d s o b e g a n m y a d v e n t u r e as a 

c o m m u n i t y a r t i s t . 

M y f i r s t s t e p w a s t o c o n t a c t c o m ­

m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o s e e if t h e y 

w e r e i n t e r e s t e d in b e c o m i n g p a r t ­

n e r s in t h i s p r o j e c t . T h e r e s p o n s e 

f r o m t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s w a s o v e r ­

w h e l m i n g l y p o s i t i v e a n d s u p p o r t i v e . 

Fu l l o f e n t h u s i a s m a n d e n e r g y , w e 

f o u n d o u r s e l v e s f a c i n g o u r f i r s t a n d 

m o s t d a u n t i n g c h a l l e n g e : f u n d i n g . 

I q u i c k l y f o u n d o u t t h a t t h e c o m ­

m u n i t y a r t i s t w e a r s m a n y h a t s . I w a s 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y a r t i s t , m a n a g e r , p u b l i ­

c i s t , f a c i l i t a t o r , a n d f u n d r a i s e r . B u t I 

w a s f a r f r o m a l o n e ; N o r t h S h o r e 

N e i g h b o r h o o d H o u s e ' s S p e c i a l 

N e e d s T e e n C l u b b e c a m e t h e m a i n 

s p o n s o r i n g b o d y , w i t h N o r t h 

V a n c o u v e r A r t s C o u n c i l a n d N o r t h 

V a n c o u v e r R e c r e a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n 

a d d i t i o n a l p a r t n e r s . A s w e l l , m a n y 

i n d i v i d u a l s w r o t e l e t t e r s o f s u p p o r t . 

A f t e r a y e a r o f a p p l y i n g f o r f u n d s , w e 

w e r e f o r t u n a t e t o r e c e i v e g r a n t s 

f r o m b o t h t h e C i t y o f N o r t h 

V a n c o u v e r a n d t h e H e r m a n B i s c h o f f 

F o u n d a t i o n . 

T h e f i r s t p h a s e o f t h e p r o j e c t w a s 

t o w o r k w i t h t h e t e e n s f r o m T e e n 

C l u b t o t r a i n t h e m in l e a d i n g t h e 

b a n n e r - m a k i n g w o r k s h o p s in t h e 

c o m m u n i t y . W e u s e d t h e t r a i n i n g s e s ­

s i o n s t o s t r e n g t h e n a n d b u i l d a 

n u m b e r o f s k i l l s , i n c l u d i n g e v e n t p l a n ­

n i n g , o r g a n i z a t i o n , a n d a r t m a k i n g . W e 

t a u g h t t h e s e sk i l l s t h r o u g h d r a m a , 

m a s k m a k i n g , c lay w o r k , a n d p a i n t i n g . 

T h e t r a i n i n g s t a g e w a s a l o t o f f u n 

a n d t h e t e e n s , staff , a n d I e n j o y e d t h i s 

s e g m e n t o f t h e p r o j e c t e n o r m o u s l y . 

O u r n e x t s t e p w a s t o m o v e i n t o 

t h e c o m m u n i t y . R i d g e w a y a n d L y n n 

V a l l e y K i d ' s C l u b s w e r e v e r y r e c e p ­

t i v e t o us h o l d i n g b a n n e r - m a k i n g 

w o r k s h o p s a t t h e i r c e n t r e s ( t h e 

w o r k s h o p s a n d b a n n e r - m a k i n g m a t e ­

r ia l s w e r e f r e e o f c h a r g e ) . T h e t e e n s 

v i s i t e d t h e c e n t r e s in s m a l l g r o u p s , 

Teens in "training 

a n d w i t h t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e s taf f a n d 

m e , f a c i l i t a t e d t h e m a k i n g o f t h e b a n ­

n e r s . 

T h e r e w e r e a f e w c h a l l e n g e s s u r ­

r o u n d i n g t h e s e w o r k s h o p s : B e c a u s e 

w e h a d n ' t k n o w n t h a t w e h a d 

r e c e i v e d f u n d i n g un t i l j us t a f e w 

w e e k s b e f o r e t h e s u m m e r p r o g r a m s 

b e g a n , w e h a d t o d o s o m e v e r y c r e ­

a t i v e s c h e d u l i n g . W e a l s o h a d l i m i t e d 

s p a c e , b u t b e c a u s e o f t h e s u p p o r t i v e 

staff , w e w e r e a b l e t o o v e r c o m e b o t h 

t h e s e p r o b l e m s . E v e n t h o u g h t h e 

w o r k s h o p s w e r e a t t i m e s s o m e w h a t 

c h a o t i c , e v e r y o n e e n j o y e d t h e 

p r o c e s s a n d t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s w e r e 

v e r y p l e a s e d w i t h t h e i r f i n i s h e d p r o d ­

u c t s . T h e t e e n s w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y 

p r o u d o f t h e i r r o l e as f a c i l i t a t o r s . 

F l e x i b i l i t y a n d g o o d c o m m u n i c a ­

t i o n a r e k e y f a c t o r s in m a k i n g a 

c o m m u n i t y a r t p r o j e c t w o r k . .£ 

W i t h o u t t h e h u m o u r , f l e x i b i l i t y , a n d in 

c o l l a b o r a t i v e s p i r i t o f a l l t h e p a r t i c i - JS 

p a n t s i n v o l v e d , t h e p r o j e c t c o u l d n o t | | 

have b e e n t h e p o s i t i v e e x p e r i e n c e i t 

w a s . A n d t h e s e a r e t h e v e r y s a m e 

d y n a m i c s t h a t m a k e t r u e i n t e g r a t i o n 

n o t o n l y p o s s i b l e b u t p r o b a b l e . 

R e - M e m b e r i n g O u r P l a c e is a commu­

nity art project funded by the City of 

North Vancouver and the Herman 

Bischoff Foundation. The purpose of the 

project is to promote the integration of 

teens with a developmental disability 

through the process of art making in 

the community. Teens from North Shore 

Neighborhood's Special Needs Teen Club 

held banner-making workshops in the 

community for children from Ridgeway 

Kid's Club and Lynn Valley Kid's Club. 

Each banner is a self-portrait celebrat­

ing the unique and important place 

each of us holds in our community. 

Banners are on display in the lobby of 

the Centennial Theatre through to 

August. 

Jan Maclean is a performance/visual 

artist and arts educator. She is also 

artist/project manager of R e - M e m b e r i n g 

O u r P l a c e . 


