
LOOKING FOR HELP? 

p r e s e n t a t i o n o f m a t e r i a l : D o n ' t f o r g e t 

a b o u t y o u r g r a p h i c s ! " M a n y m u s i ­

c i a n s , " h e says , " a r e e x c i t e d a b o u t 

r e c o r d i n g , t h e n t h e y d o n ' t p u t e n o u g h 

t i m e i n t o g r a p h i c d e s i g n , w h e n tha t ' s 

o n e o f t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t a r e a s . " 

T a k e t h e t i m e a n d m a k e y o u r p r o j e c t 

l o o k l i ke it d e s e r v e s t h e a t t e n t i o n 

y o u ' r e a s k i n g fo r . 

U m e e d a S w i t l o , o w n e r o f C B O 

t i c k e t i n g a g e n c y a n d e . s p a c e m a n a g e ­

m e n t , a n d a m e m b e r o f t h e N o r t h 

S h o r e A r t s C o m m i s s i o n , is a t y p i c a l 

e x a m p l e o f w h o w i l l b e o n t h e 

r e c e i v i n g e n d o f y o u r t a p e s a n d C D s . 

S h e r e c e i v e s h u n d r e d s o f s u b m i s s i o n s 

e a c h m o n t h , f r o m i n d u s t r y a n d 

u n k n o w n t a l e n t a l i k e , a s k i n g f o r 

t h o u g h t s , c o m m e n t s , a n d r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n . S h e is h a p p y t o o f f e r h e r e a r s , 

b u t g i ves any s o n g o n l y t e n s e c o n d s 

t o t a k e e f fec t . " T h e s o n g m u s t have 

i m m e d i a t e i m p a c t , " s h e says . 

" E m o t i o n a l , p h y s i c a l . . . s o m e t h i n g . " 

O t h e r w i s e , it 's h e a d i n g s t r a i g h t t o t h e 

t r a s h . K e e p t h a t in m i n d w h e n c h o o s ­

ing t h e s o n g s y o u ' l l b e s e n d i n g o u t . 

W e s h o u l d a l s o r e m e m b e r t h a t a 

h e a l t h y l o c a l m u s i c s c e n e is n o t j us t 

Nothing will replace your own hard work. But there are lots of 

people out there to offer advice: 

• Irwin Oostindie, Under the Volcano info line: (604) 252-5184. 

Weekly Sunday meetings. 

• Jim Rota, W o r l d Records (Internet record label, search engine, 

marketing tool, online booking agent, industry database, etc.: 

www.worldrecords.com. Fantastic resource. 

• David Jewer and D o n Bregg, Pacific Nor th Studios Ltd: 

(604) 990-9146 

• Crosstown Studio: (604) 985-4268 

• Baker Street Studio: (604) 987-7383 

• Hoke Nissen, Studio 55: (604) 916-7744 

• Bob D'Eith, Spark Music Inc: (604) 980-9855 

• Umeeda Switlo, e.space management: (604) 904-5657 

There are also countless lists available through the Pacific Music 

Industry Association, the Canadian Music Industry Association, 

S O C A N , and F A C T O R that together will list almost every man­

ager, entertainment lawyer, professional songwriter, promoter, 

and other musical resource in the country. 

In t h e i n t e r e s t o f b r e v i t y , I've 

d r a s t i c a l l y s i m p l i f i e d m y d i s c u s s i o n o f 

t h e s u b j e c t f o r t h i s a r t i c l e . O n y o u r 

o w n t r i p , y o u ' l l a l s o have t o d e a l w i t h 

sh i f t y e y e s a n d u n c e r t a i n m o t i v e s , 

w i t h i n s e c u r i t y , e m b a r r a s s m e n t , b r i c k 

w a l l s t h a t s e e m t o n e v e r e n d , a n d a l l 

t h o s e o t h e r f i ne t h i n g s t h a t g o a l o n g 

w i t h f o r g i n g y o u r o w n p a t h in t h e 

w o r l d . H e l l , s o m e t i m e s t h e m u s i c 

b u s i n e s s m a k e s D o r o t h y ' s a d v e n t u r e s 

in O z s e e m l i ke a q u i e t e v e n i n g in an 

i s o l a t i o n t a n k . B u t t h e m o r e y o u 

p r a c t i s e y o u r c r a f t a n d l o v e w h a t y o u 

d o , t h e f e w e r c h a n c e s y o u ' l l have o f 

b e i n g t r a u m a t i z e d o n t h e way. 

F ina l ly , r e m e m b e r t h a t y o u ' r e 

d e a l i n g w i t h p e o p l e , a n d t h e y f o r m 

s t r o n g i m p r e s s i o n s t h a t will i m p a c t 

o n y o u r c a r e e r . W h e t h e r o r n o t 

t h o s e i m p r e s s i o n s a r e p o s i t i v e is u l t i ­

m a t e l y up t o y o u a n d h o w w e l l y o u 

d o w h a t y o u d o . 

Ronan Reinart is a singer, songwriter, 

multi-instrumentalist (specializing in 

guitar), and a member of the band 

Spike. 

a b o u t i n d i v i d u a l q u e s t s f o r s t a r d o m . 

It is a v e h i c l e w h e r e b y y o u t h c a n f i nd 

a c o l l e c t i v e v o i c e a n d t h e c o m m u n i t y 

c a n i n c r e a s e i ts e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l 

p o w e r . I r w i n O o s t i n d i e o r g a n i z e s t h e 

U n d e r t h e V o l c a n o F e s t i v a l , t h e 

K o o t e n a y M o v i n g P i c t u r e s F e s t i v a l , 

a n d t h e M a y w o r k s F e s t i v a l o f A r t a n d 

W o r k i n g L i f e . " K i d s n e e d t o h e a r 

t h e m s e l v e s , " I r w i n s a y s , " a n d h e a r 

o t h e r g o o d b a n d s — l i v e — i n o r d e r t o 

r e i n f o r c e a n d d e v e l o p s k i l l s . " B u t a r e 

t h e r e e n o u g h v e n u e s t o p r o v i d e l o c a l 

t a l e n t w i t h t h a t k i n d o f r e i n f o r c e ­

m e n t ? A c c o r d i n g t o D o n B r e g g , t h e r e 

a r e n o t . "I c a n c o u n t t h e n u m b e r o f 

l i ve v e n u e s in N o r t h V a n c o u v e r o n 

o n e h a n d , " he says. " [ A n d ] tha t ' s j us t 

n o t e n o u g h . " 

It's a b i t o f a p r o b l e m f o r w h i c h 

U m e e d a S w i t l o s e e s a s o l u t i o n . " I t ' s a 

z o n i n g i s s u e , " s h e p o i n t s o u t . " T h e r e 

s h o u l d b e m o r e v e n u e s l i c e n s e d f o r 

l ive m u s i c . T h a t way , a r t i s t s c a n 

i m p r o v e a n d s h o w c a s e t h e i r t a l e n t 

a n d s o m e o f t h e m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s 

N o r t h S h o r e r e s i d e n t s s p e n d o n l ive 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t e a c h y e a r c a n s tay in 

http://www.worldrecords.com

