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W e est Vancouver wi l l s o o n be 

notably enl ivened by the numerous 

activit ies and exhibi ts of fered by the 

H a r m o n y A r t s Festival. The increas­

ingly popular ten-day festival, wh ich 

runs f rom Augus t 7 to 16, is n o w in 

its eighth year. T h e concep t was 

brought to W e s t Vancouve r in 1990 

by then-mayor Mark Sager, w h o had 

seen a simi lar festival in C a r m e l , 

Ca l i fo rn ia , and thought it wou ld w o r k 

here. H e was r ight—last year, over 

15,000 peop le a t tended and, this 

year, that f igure is expec ted to r ise 

dramatical ly. 

T h e H a r m o n y A r t s Festival is a 

mul t id isc ip l inary festival wh ich sup­

po r t s and p romo tes establ ished and 

emerging N o r t h Shore art ists, inc lud­

ing visual art ists, art isans, dancers , 

ac tors , musicians, and even skate­

boa rde rs .The festival brings together 

local businesses w i th the arts and 

helps bui ld a healthy cul tural c o m m u ­

nity, all wh i le prov id ing a fo rum to 

educate the publ ic about the arts and 

the value o f the arts to commun i t y 

spir i t . 

T h e festival is W e s t Van's flagship 

cul tural event, popu lar w i th residents 

and v is i tors a l ike.This year, the 

efforts of 300 vo lunteers and 175 

individual and c o r p o r a t e suppor te rs 

have organized exhibi ts by 275 visual 

art ists and 220 per fo rmance art ists. 

Every th ing is free of charge, and 

there really is someth ing fo r every­

one. 

T h e cen t rep iece of the festival is 

a jur ied G r o u p A r t S h o w wh ich fea­

tures m ixed-med ia w o r k s by N o r t h 

Shore art ists. In addi t ion to highlight­

ing the w o r k o f the late r enowned 

local painter Sam Black, there wi l l be 

var ious demons t ra t ions , sl ide shows, 

and lec tu res .The G r o u p A r t S h o w is 

at the Fer ry Bui lding Ga l l e ry (on 

Argy le at 15th Street) . Its hours are 

10 a m - 8 pm, and everyone is invited 

to at tend the open ing recep t ion on 

Augus t 10 at 6 pm. 

A t 7 o ' c lock that same evening, 

there wi l l be a per fo rmance by one 
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part icular ly interest ing group: 

Equ inosc io .Th is is a s ix-p iece Lat in-

A m e r i c a n band headed by N o r t h 

Vancouver s inger /composer Marez , 

w h o moved here f rom Guatemala in 

1989. Equinosc io, wh ich you may have 

seen per fo rming at var ious night 

spots and commun i ty events over the 

last three years, plays jazz and bossa 

nova classics. 

A n o t h e r event of note takes place 

at Amb les ide Beach on Sunday, 

August 16, f r om 1-5 pm.Th is is the 

H a r m o n y A r t s Festival Skateboard 

Ballet. It won ' t be Swan Lake, but 

you' l l be amazed to see what can be 

done on ska teboards—and the way 

in wh i ch the skateboarders in terpret 

their music. The ballet features N o r t h 

Vancouver 's A l e x C h a l m e r s , a 

C o l l i n g w o o d graduate w h o t o o k up 

skateboard ing at age ten and became 

so good at it that he real ized he 

cou ld take it t o the professional level. 

H e n o w does stunt w o r k fo r f i lm and 

te lev is ion, and he star ted compet ing 

in nat ional compet i t i ons this year. In 

January, C h a l m e r s entered the N o r t h 

A m e r i c a n A m a t e u r Finals in Tampa, 

p laced ninth in a field of 170, and has 

just been signed to a professional 

ar rangement w i th a Ca l i fo rn ia skate­

board company. 

Cha lme rs is n o w one of a handful 

of Vancouver skateboard ing stars, and 

he hopes that his appearance at the 

H a r m o n y A r t s Festival wi l l make an 

impor tan t point . " W e want to s h o w 

peop le that ska teboarders aren't bad 

kids o r punks. Skateboard ing is a 

spo r t and a hobby and it helps keep 

kids off the streets," he says pass ion­

ately. "Vancouve r is a mecca for 

skateboard ing a l ready—there are 

m o r e skateboard ing parks here 

wi th in a t h ree -hou r dr ive than there 

are in Ca l i fo rn ia . But we 'd like to 

w o r k towards gett ing a larger park in 

W e s t Vancouver .There are a lo t of 

N o r t h Shore kids w h o take skate­

board ing ser iously and it's a healthy 

l ifestyle. So we'd like all communi t ies 

to suppor t ska teboarders and give 

them g o o d parks and areas to skate 

A n c i e n t Y e l l o w C e d a r Snag & the Happy W a n d e r e r . 

Egg Tempera on canvas board with copper leaf. 

120 cm x 61 cm. By Ursula Medley. 

T h e skateboard ing demons t ra t i on fits in 

w i th this year's festival theme Living In Our 

Landscape—which, in tu rn , is t ied to the cur ­

rent International Year of the O c e a n . Festival 

organizers have encouraged a w ide in terpre­

tat ion o f the theme, and fest ival-goers wi l l 

see these in terpretat ions all ove r W e s t Van, 

part icular ly at the var ious A r t B e a t locat ions. 
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