
B a s ' s P l a c e 
Bas C o l l i n s , the West V a n c o u v e r Pol ice 

a n d F i re Arch i \ ' i s t , is a col lec tor o f West 

V a n o ra l his tory a n d m e m o r a b i l i a . H e 

loaned the H i s t o r i c a l Socie ty m a n y 

impor t an t i tems for o u r recent exh ib i t i on 

at the West V a n 

M u s e u m . In the last 

two issues we 

jj _j h igh l igh ted some o f 

^^^P '^'^ a r ch iva l mater ia l . 

W ^^I^H I n this issue we a d d 

B m ^^^M two more . Photos are 

H H ^HB by J o h n M o i r . 

Top Photo: 
A brass ta i l l ight fueled by coa l o i l 

f rom a 1909 Everi t t , a tour ing car 

be long ing to Herbert Murray w h o H\ed 

at 2451 Pa lmers ton i n a house he bui l t i n 

1920. H i s daughter M a r j o r i e l i \ e d there 

un t i l her death at the age o f 90 in 2001 . 

T h e green lens indica ted that it was 

safe to pass o n the right side. In 1922, 

w h e n the d r i v i n g changed f rom the left to 

the right side, these lights cou ld no longer 

be used. 

Lower Photo: 
Frank Payson C o l p i t i s o w n e d the tools in 

this picture. H e mo\ 'ed to the West \ an 

p o r t i o n (a c o m m u n i t y o f barely 12 homes) 

o f N o r t h V a n i n 1910. H e j o i n e d the 

newly fo rmed B o a r d o f Works . H e used 

these tools to help construct the first ferry 

w h a r f at D u n d a r a v e a n d later the second 

one at Amble s ide . H e also used these 

tools to help construct the West V a n Ferry 

B u i l d i n g a n d the commemora t ive arch at 

M a r i n e D r i \ e entrance to West \ ' a n at the 

C a p i l a n o R i v e n 

H e and his wife Jane t had 6 daughters a n d 

2 sons. H e worked for the M u n i c i p a l i t y 

a n d the S c h o o l B o a r d . H e retired f rom 

the school board post i n 1954 but worked 

for it part time unt i l 1955. H e died i n 

1961 at age 81 . 
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