170 Albert 8t.,Waterloo,«Ont.,
Jan. 11,1940.
Dear Mother:
: If this letter doesn't get off on the eagle-winged train
and reach you around the first instead of the middle of the week,don't
blame me,but put the blame on the lesser £ft£i:;,tc whom it belongs be
cause they don't start their letters in time.We are having a lovely dy
to-day:it is nice snd bright and sunshiny,and the freshly fallen snow
sheds a radiant lustre on all the earth below.And yet it is not too col
- not as cold, for instance,as it was down your way when Pearl wrote yow
letter.Our thermometer,instead of standing around the dozen above zero
has been stsnding fairly steadily around the score above, Just to show
you how nice and warm, it is up here,I herewith inform you that I was
out fox my ewim early thie morning,which was the llph swim in the month
bepft January,which I think is an all-time record for me a8 far as this
“first month in the year is concerned.The prospects are thst I will get
in to-morrow yet;and in case I do,that will make\up for all the days I
missed in December on account .of the impenetrable or impassable depth
of the snow.While we have several inches of snow now,it is lying on a
level end looks like a great white sheet covering the ugly nakedness
of the ground.Just now as I glanced up from my typewriter I saw a2 big
black squirrel running along the telephone wires as secursly and as
“gracefully as if it had been running on the broad,broad ground.It
‘was a ‘sight- for sore eyee.This is slso the case with the grey squir-
rel that comes even into the house asdeats the goobers out of Bohnie's
hand¢ or lap. I don't think you have any so tame down in the Carolinas;
but up here nobody shoots them and nobody eats them:they say th-t they
are ratite anim=ls ,and that they would just as soon eat rats.This mors
ing when I was down in the bushes I saw aﬁﬁﬁaﬂkg a. large partridge with
8 long sleek tail.it was quite shy,but wobbled gracefully away till it
was lost to sight in the underbrush.This morning we received = letter
from Robert,and learned to our astonishment that he had been suddenly

trensferred from Toronto to Chathem,which is some 140 o0dd miles west of



here . [ and aboutu65rmilea from London,which is about midway between
i
-London and Windsor,Windsor being the next door neighbour to Detroi

which lies in the state of‘Michigan,if I have m; zéography straight
He doesn't 1like hig transfer,and will not be ablirto get home for th
week-ends any mor§:and he-eays’ﬁhat he will jumpéat the first oppor-
tunity-to get out:of the bamking system,However, he'aays he thinks he
'will hold on until after his three or four months gmilitary training
iscover;at which time he hopes to- have a ' little mo%ey saved -up with
cwhich to carry him over until he gets a new job$Bu€ I. think he had bette
Cgtay in the dbank unfil he lands a perm~nent job eléewhcre,as otherwi se
he would be one of the first to be drafted into the army,which most lile
ly willvprove‘more~unpleﬁsant-even than banking,especially if they shol
be sent across thé waters to be butehered up on thé high seas or in Fue
ope.The cost of livirig is =2lreandy advancing;and as the war is prolonged
‘it will advance morg-and more ;and hard times are sure to be in the off
img.It'is all teo badibut we can't: help it,and it is:up. to us to moke
the best of it.In the College and Semimary we are starting the two-week
long First Semestre Exams,beginning on Monday.After they are over we wi
enter the Second Semestre or the homestretch of the present scholatic
year? Tempus fugit,as old Dr. ¥ry used to say;and I em beginning to re-
alise it more =nd more as I approech ever more closely to the threescoe
an@ ten mark.Just now I am on a sort of pre-lenten fast.I gave up smok-
ing last:Sunday and haven't had a taste of. tobacco since.I thought it
‘would be for my,gaée to sbstain for a while;but as yet I haven't set:
“any limit as to how far the sbstention would go.So maybe the next time
T write you I may be smokingz agsin,and maybe not.Bonnie is still busy
knitting socks for the soldiers,doing bot™ her part and mine toward the
wiming of the war.But I ‘have now reached my limit.Wishing you every
" blessing and health and happiness through the year that has just begun,
I sm,with love from us all,

/' Most 'sincderely yours,
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