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That = eitizen of Kitchener should have the effrontery to discuss

= matter of civie interest without disclosing his identity appears to

have made the tax collector quite indignant, as though the identity of

a person has anything to do with = matter under discussion, Mr, Alles
should, as a eivic servant, learn the first principles of common curtesy -
when discussing civic questions; and not brend a citizen "detestable"
mereidy because sald citizen prefers not to have his name receive heade-
line newspaper publicity. The time may come when Mre Alles would wish

he too hed remained anonymous.

Vre Alles insists that the poll tax is compulsory under a provinecial
statute; then he proves the contrary by quoting the statute in duestion,
which is merely an enabling act, snd reads as follows: "Councils of cities,
towns, villages and townships MAY pass by-laws for levying and collecting

an ennual tax to be known @s a poll t@Xe.se...™ Mark you, iv-says "may” pass
_by-laws. Not must, shakd or should; bub "may" if' they s¢ v If the :

eollection of this poll tex were compulsory tnder the provinecisl statute
there would be no need for a municipal by-law, The provincial @ct merely
enables, or permits, a munieipal council to enact such a by-law; and without
such a2 by=law the tax could not be imposed and ecollected.

This law is in the same class as early-closing ;.egis_]_.ation. The
provinecial legislature passed an "enabling" act, and under autherity granted
by that act a municipal council MAY, after certain formalities have been
complied with, pass an early-closing by=law.

Fpom what hes #osus been said 1t will be seen that the poll tax is
collected under a munieipal by-law; not, as Mr, Alles contends, "under
the sStatute of Labor Act.8 The council may make the levy $1.00 or £10.00,
or‘wipe it out cntn'o].y if it so desires.

Mr. Alles says tho amount e¢ollected in poll tax is about one third

of a mill, and suggests there would be much more eriticism if this amount

were added to the property tax levy. Well, the amount in question is about
egual to the annual increase in the administration costes of “the assesament
and tax collecting department during the past decade. This increase has
taken place notwithstanding 2 great decrease in local improvementis, and
the fact that thousands of dollars were spent for equipment to facilitate
the work in the department. "hy the increase? It ¢ bs attr:l.huted to
any great incerease in population; nor can it rightly be said that errors
now cre fewer than they were formerly. Perhaps Mr, Alles would enlighten
the public on this matter.
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