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_Ut.ht ilnnnuruble .L •• Iting 
Prime Minister f Canada 
etta u·. (,ntario. 

December Gl, 1~46 

Dear · r. '1ng:-
tn ther Christmas ill Boon be here; · ~nd sonn too 

another year will huve c mpleted its course nd belong t~ the hist~rian • 
. 

The passing years tend to make ne ies~ imp~tient 
with the alow progres of things i~ general - ~rticularly With the 
pro ress towu -iul~e.r li:f a~d a better orl.d ·in which t live. I 
share the view recently express y t~t eve~thing will come 
right in the t:nd. ,',hile the d~y-to-day progress is imperceptible, hen. 
e look back to our boyh d days .e bore forced to the c nclusi n 

th4t .ve huve cnvered. a great daul <Of ground· in the intervening yee~.rs. 
erhaps we ure .m ving forward more rapidly· than we n~M realize. 

. - . 
In this connection it is interesting to hear J hn 

Bracken preach the Liberal doctrine of freer trade as a means to 
orld peace~ still more interes~ing to speculu.te regarding the effect 
f such preaching on his p:1litic 1 fortunes as leuder of the Conserv tive 

Party; and equally· interesting to read the Globe .and ail'~ attack 
on hi~ this morn~ng. 

"hile e have m de progresti in the ri·ht directi .n 
along a me lines ne seem to have g~ne backward ulong ther~~ Little 
did I think, ·•hen taking my first lessons in Liberc.ol principles, thut 
I ould live l~ng ~nough td see ~ndividual rights tram led upon by 
a Liberal goverrunent s evidenced by the recent spy probe; und the 
treutment·of the Jupanese n Canadu. Hud these things been done by 
~· T~ry overnnent I c uld underst nd it, becuus~ I wo~ld not expect 
unything better. There ha~ been some defenee of the spy probe; out I 
huve yet tn :find u persr,n • ho .\fould advunce a.n u.rgu'1lent to justify 
the treatment of the Japanese. 

Nor did I think I would live t · see u Canudi n 
goverrunent, of uny political tripe, outla. ~ reli ious sect - an 
act th t paved the r~ay for the present persecution f the " itnessea' 
in "'uebec. lhat 'this sect c uld d · t create h tred ~Jf Q,uebec ih -
,ther pr vinces .v~uld be n!)thing -compared to the feur and hatred f 
bl)th ,..1uebec and the R.C.Church now being createO by the persecution 
of those people. 

. ' 

It is with pleasure I note y~ur recent ple~ f~r 
unity in the Liberul Party; and I am ~ndering how that unity, Rhich 
is s essential to survival, cun .be brought abnut. I um . reminded nf 
Nhut Lincoln suid: ''Ho nutin~ c n long endure that is hulf free and 

.. .. 



• 

~

hulf slave~"N"lr ca oliticta.l pt.rty long endure th"'t is half Liberal 
und half -Tnry. Unfo~tunately, here us else~here, . outward profea~ion 
is nn proof of inwurd'fuith; und there is no tay ~f knowing h t ~ 
man's faith is until he h~s been tried in the fire of ~dveraity, 0r 
in· the gl~ry of prosperity. During your years ~nd mine, we hbVe seen 
muny profes~.:~cd Liberals fall by the ~~yaide. 

I 

To m~ke myself clear on all the points raised may I a~y. in 
CJnclusi n, th~t nne can scarcely imaNine whut the politicul harvest 
of the last decade ould huve · been had any man other than y urself 

been leading the G vernment of Canada; Qnd I dreud to contemplate 
the future of the Liberal Party after .it is deprived of your Nise 
counsel und leadership. 

ife and f ·mily jt·dn . i th , e in extending every good wish ,. 
f or your future heulth and happines~. 

Sincecely your friend -
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