e retober 7, 1946

Right nnnnurable B L.M ding
Nttaws, Canada.

-~

Dear Mr. King:- ' -

Today I have pleasure in sending to Laurier -
House a carton of russet pears which I trust y-u will accept .
and enjoy. -

-~ I am happy to note' & press report indicating
& determination on your part nnt) to relinquish leadership of
the Liberal Party for s~me considerable time to come. You are
_the cnly link that binds & great many Liberals to the party es
presently represeanted by iFéderal Government; and I am nnt
optimistic regarding its future after your retirement.

The Government has & great deal to its credit,
but there are many debits thsat cause dismay in the ranks oi
true Liberals; the most recent of which is the way“the strike
situation hee been hundled. Framkly 1 think the country has
more to fear from certain labor leaders than it ever had to
~ fear from persons who have recently been,g&%t to prison fnr

orimes against the state; and thfe view Is by many Liberszls,
bnth in and out of the ranka nf labor. A

From whet I oan gathor wnrkers are for the
mnost part greatly disturbed because of the power over the
Government recently acquired by irresponsible labor leaders;
and the hlame for it is placed at the donr of the Governaent,
Few blame ynu personally; many blame Mitchell; but I.dn nnt
" blame either. nowing something about how 1mport&nt matters
are decided by the Government, &and'my knowledge of the matter
ending there I am in the dark. But »f one thing I &m certain,
and that is that conditio-ns would have been worse under ‘any
other leader.

Canadian tinns appear tn be but & reflectinn
nf wrrld conditions. Bevi Byrnes Jjnckeying for pnsitinns
when the next wag comes inﬂtaad »f trying to reach agreements
regarding the causes nf war and removing them - ‘such acti~ns
by suppnsedly super-men dn not afford muoh hnpe for the future
peace nf the world.

I note with pleasure that you contemplate a visit
to Kitchener at no distant date; and I hope to have the plausuro
~f meeting you at that time,

With kindest personal regards and
best wishes, I remain as ever. .
: : ' Your sincere friend
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