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surveillance 
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If you 're one of thousands of non-Native customers 
of Native owned smoke shacks, smile,Big Brother 

will be watching you. 
A small group of Caledonia and area citizens have 

announced they will be.photographing and.videotap­
ing the license plate numbers and faces of anyone 
frequenting a Native smoke hut and handing that 
information over to the RCMP. 

According to a media r~lease, the Caledonia 
Militia (Peacekeepers) will be turning the cameras 
on Canadian citizens and travelers coming through 
the area who may stop to buy tobacco products at a 
smoke hut, according to Doug Fleming, co-founder 
of wbit :w,s onci= ailed the Caledonia Militia, but 
later hastlfy changed to .. Olledonfa Peacemakers., 
after a strong negative reaction from other Caledonia 
and area citizens, the OPP, as well as Six Nations and 
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its non-Native supporters. 
1be "Peacekeepers" whose 

membership or affiliates in­
cludes Gary MclWe, Merlyn 
Kinrade, Marte Vandermaas, 
Fleming and a few others 
maintain that "it is illegal not 
only to sell these brands of un­
taxed tobacco products, but it 
is also a crime to purchase it," 
and they will be turning in 
infonnation on anyone who 
does. 

The irony in this state­

ment is that, on two separate 
occasions, Mr. Fleming him­
self purchased Native brand 
cigarettes from one of these 
smoke huts and set up tempo­
rary smoke huts of his own at 
two locations along highway 
#6 where he sold them in~ 
test of the Native shops. 

"If he is going to be send­
ing pictures of my clients to 

the~. I OOf!' his~ 
and HeeHse number is among 
them," said Jeff Hawk, owner 
operator of one of the Hawk 
Shop located on ~ghway #6. 

"He set up one right in my 
laneway," he says. "When the 
cops moved him off, I told 
them to arrest him for selling 
contraband but they said they 
wouldn't do that." 

Despite thecmtroversy over 
the Highway #6 tobacco shops 
in particular, business remains 
brisk at them all and the grow­
ing~ seems to be com­
ing froof mainly non-Natives, 
some of whom are fellow 
Caledonia area citizens. 

1be surveillance doesn't sit 
very well with most people 
who regularly purchase their 
tobacco products from Nati~ 
owned smoke huts and have 
foryears. 

"That's invasion of privacy 

•faralseeit," 8lidme...,. 
Native customerTekawennake 
interviewed outside a smoke 
hutMonday. 

"No, those people won't de­
ter me from buying my smokes 
wherever the hell I feel like it," 
said another. 

One customer of the One 
Stop Smoke Shop was let off 
by a friend near a smoke hut 
and walked in to buy cigarettes 
for fear of having her license 
plate photographed. 

"I've lived in Caledonia for 
30 years and I'm not going to 
stop buying my smokes where 
I want to," she told-Tekawen­
nake. 

A couple of retired travel­
ers driving through the area, 
~ at a Highway #6 
smoke hut to buy cigarettes. 
When they were told about the 
"Peacekeeper's" plan they de­
clared, "That's an invasion of 

photo surveillance 
J)l)' _. 10 buy wherever I 
want to. If the damn govern­
ment would reduce its taxes on 
cigarettes, maybe things like 

. this wouldn't be happening." 
Still another regular non­

Native client said, "I think this 
picture taking thing is going to 

· blow up in Aeming's face,just 
like the militia did." 

He conceded, however, that 
if someone was taking pic­
tures, he would not come in 
but rather just call in his order 
and have it delivered. 

Police, politicians, and pret­
ty well anyone else who lives 
near a Frrst Nations communi­
ty where smoke huts operate, 
have known about the battle 
over tax free status on Native 
brand cigarettes for years. A 
similar plan of stopping cus­
tomers was tried before for a 
short time when police would 
randomly stop and . search 

motorists traveling near Six 
Nations, but was abandoned 
when no noticeable effect was· 
made on the trade .. 

MPPToby Barrett has been 
supporting the actions of the 
1ilces of Mr. McHale and Aem­
ing and has been pushing hanl 
to close down what he calls ''il­
legal" smoke huts in the Cale­
donia area. 

In a recent media release, 
Barrett states, "'This June, the 
Legislature passed into law 
amendments to the Tobacco 
Tax Act which include: a) en­
forcement provisions aimed 
at individuals, \\'.here there 
are reasonable and. probable 
grounds to believe that the 
individuals have contravened 
the act; b) the authority for the 
court to suspend the driver's 
licenses of persons convicted 
of offences under the act in­
volving the use of motor vehi­
cle; c) provisions that prohibit 

person bought "contraband" 
there or if they paid tax on it or 
not. That, along with the sover­
eignty issues of Native rights to 
do commerce within their own 
sovereign tenitory and other 
very delicate legal issues, will 
make charges stemming from 
the "Peacekeepers" .initiative 
very hanl to make stick. 

Only a few minutes after 
"Boots" Powless and three 
others were arrested at the Pine 
Ridge smoke shop on Highway 
#6afewweeksago,anon-Na­
tive client parlc:ed his vehicle 
along the side of the highway 
and came in to buy smokes. He 
WU asked by Tekawennake at 
the _time if he was afraid to by 
smokes from a Native shop. 
"Why not?_," was his simple 
answer. "I've been buying In­
dian smokes for years." 

------------------------------------------. the possession of any quanti-

"I'm from Guelph," said 
another person. "Whenever I 
come down this way I always 
stock up. No, that (photos) 
won't stop me." ty of unmarlced cigarettes; d) 

the authority of the Minister 
to apply for a court order to 
pennit the retention of things 
that are seiz.ed that may afford 
evidence of contravention of 
.the act." 

He also says that in May of 
2008, the federal government 
rolled out a Contraband Tobac­
co Fnforcement Strategy that 
promised to: a) dismantle the 
illegal manufacturing f!lcilities 
in _order to cut off the supply 
lines, and to confiscate illegal 
products and arrest those in­
volved. b) hire more RCMP 
officers. and c) to worlc: with 
U.S. officials. 

He is upset that these new 
policies have not been imple­
mented. 

But taking pictures and 
video of people entering or 
leaving a smoke hut may not 
admissible evidence that the 

Last week a contractor from 
Guelph worlc:ing in the area for 
the first time, stcipped'in down 
town Ohsweken and asked this 
reporter where to buy cheap 
smokes. He was told "How 
did you get here? Where you 
dropped in by helicopter? 
There are smoke huts every­
where. You had to liave passed 
at least a dozen." 

It is not known ifAeming's 
~'Peacekeepers" have actually 
begun their photo surveillance 
campaign or not, but according 
to smoke hut patrons. this is a 
plan doomed to create much 
more negative reaction than 
positive. 

"This guy should learn to 
mind his own damn business," 
said another smoke shop cli­
ent. "What does he care if I 
buy my smokes here or some-
place else?' . • 
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