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Six Nations Polytechnic is 
once again leading the charge 
in the revitalization of Six Na­
tions languages. 
The educational institute re­
ceived a $70,000 grant from 
the Ontario Trillium Founda­
tion during a special an­
nouncement Thursday at 
Polytech during its annual In­
digenous Language cqnfer­
ence. 
Ontario Education Minister 

Liz Sandals was on hand to 
mark the celebrate the grant 
while she conducted a whirl­
wind tour of the community 
last Thursday. 

Sandals, who has repre­
sented the riding of Guelph 
as its member of provincial 
parliament since 2003, said 
she supports the revitaliza­
tion of Haudenosaunee lan­
guages. 
"It's important we work on 

accessing learning for First 
Nations languages," she said. 

"We are very supportive of 
your efforts to create more 
speakers of Onkwehonwe 
languages," she told the au­
dience of over 200 educators 
and language learners at 
Polytech. 

Six Nations Elected Chief 
Ava Hill said band council 
supports the revitalization 
languages and proudly intro­
duced herself in Mohawk, 
saying that council has been 
receiving Mohawk language 
lessons at the beginning of 
each council session for the 
past year. 
"It is very important to us," 

said Hill of language revital­
ization. "It's such an impor­
tant part of who we are as 
Haudenosaunee people." 
Sandals is the third govern­
ment minister in as many 
weeks to tour Six Nations. 
On Wednesday, indigenous 

affairs Minister Carolyn Ben­
nett toured the community 
and Premier Kathleen Wynne 
took a private tour of the for-

Ontario Speaker of the House and Brant MP Dave 
Levac, Ontario Education Minister Liz Sandals, Six na­
tions Polytechnic president Rebecca Jamieson and On­
tario Trillium Fund board member Jlmos l<eye at SNP 
conference last week (Photo by Donna Durie) 
mer Mohawk Institute resi- happened there and how the 
dential school in the last language was taken from us." 
month. Hill said, "Six Nations is cer­
"A couple of weeks ago, we tainly on the (government's) 

had the premier go on a pri- radar. I think they (ministers 
vate tour (of the Mohawk In- Sandals and Bennett) both 
stitute), said Hill. "She was have a true understanding of 
able to hear a lot of the sto- how important the language 
ries ... of the survivors who is to us." 
went to that school. so she Sandals also took a tour of 
has that appreciation of what the former Mohawk Institute 

last Thursday as well as Emily 
C. General elementary 
school. 
After the announcement at 

Polytech, Sandals met with 
Six Nations council's educa­
tion committee. 
"It's a whirlwind tour and 

we're so glad she's here," 
said Hill. "I just want to con­
gratulate Polytech on yet an­
other grant. It seems like 
they're getting grants all the 
time and that's because of 
the fine work of all the staff 
here at Polytech." 

Amos Key Jr., who sits on 
the board of the Trillium 
Foundation, said he is 
pleased Polytech will be able 
to conduct more language 
outreach with the grant. 
"This is a fine start we're re­
ally happy about that." 
Six Nations Polytechnic has 
become a beacon of language 
revitalization. 
In December, the school re­

ceived ministerial consent to 
offer the first ever indigenous 

language degree program 
anywhere in the world. 
Polytech also hosts an an­

nual language conference and 
last week announced the re­
lease of a new app called 
learn Cayuga that allows 
users to interact with and 
test their knowledge of over 
500 of the most common 
Cayuga words and phrases. It 
is a free app and available for 
download from the app store. 
It is not yet available on the 
Android operating system 
but will be in the next few 
months. 
The $70,000 grant will en­
able Six Nations Polytechnic 
to assess instructional strate­
gies to help them create more 
speakers of Haudenosaunee 
speakers in the shortest pe­
riod of time. 

Polytech says Hau­
denosaunee languages are 
critically endangered and as 
such, "this work is deeply 
important to our language re­
vitalization efforts." 


