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lllllar, EJcpoallDr Staff ft/ OV · I Ci, 
Int time In Brantford, a Mohawk 

called to testl6' In court bu taken a 
Ollill lut.wl of the traditional swear-

....... plaln prlnclple' 

r.. pdnclple, just plain principle," Mr. 
Mi_ .... lemn& the courtroom. "Most 

illir•IDle are 10 •ten up by the qst.em 
a., dan9t lmow the 1'811 (to take an 
••• bralnwubed Into their bead that 

wa, they have to do lt." 

bad been called to teatl6' at the 
111811 cbaJ'lld with baYIDtthe 

care and control of a motor ftbicle while 
Impaired. 

The ftnt tiu. be WU brought to court be 
refuled to take an oath on the Bible or affirm 
to tell the truth, lnslatlng upon a traditional 
ceremoay. 

1be brief, low-lllay cerelllOD.}' In the court
room wu coaduc:ted by Francis Bootl, a 
bolder of the wamflDll from Akwelunewbo, 
according to native beliefs, bu the abWt, 
to conduct aplrltual, IOCial and political 
functlona. 

outside the courtroom, Mr. Hill, Mr. Boots 
and a number ol other native people com
mented on the way the court -,.tam humil
iates natlw people. 

Man, people, he explained, are quallled 
to be the bolder ot the wampum, and a DWll
ber of local native people coulfl edmtatcer 
the oath lf it WU called for acaln-

Mr. Hill said he hoped other people 
would come fonrarcl and lmlst upon a native 
oath now that he bu brobn the lee. 


