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scalps of the slaughtered Americans, the Indian [exploits in battle, are recounted and 

applauded by the British general orders]. 

 

(Niles' weekly register, Volume 8, By Hezekiah Niles, William Ogden Niles) 

 

August 18, 1812 - U.S. Brigadier-General and Commander of the Northwest Army William Hull issued a 

proclamation to the people of Canada:  

 

If the barbarous and savage policy of Great Britain be pursued, and the savages are let loose 

to murder our citizens, and butcher our women and children, this war will be a war of 

extermination.  The first stroke of the tomahawk – the first attempt with the scalping knife, 

will be the signal of one indiscriminate scene of desolation.  No white man found fighting by 

the side of any Indian will be taken prisoner; instant destruction will be his lot. 

 

(Brigadier-General William Hull, “A Proclamation,” reprinted in the Kingston Gazette, 18 

August 1812, in Arthur Bowler, The War of 1812, (Toronto: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1973), 

p. 52-3.) 

 

British General Isaac Brock came to the defence of his allies and published a response that stated that 

the Haudenosaunee only retaliated for any brutality done to them.  

 

Leading up to Queenston Heights 

 

In June 1812, before the outbreak of the War, Seneca warriors and leaders, along with representatives 

of the Onondaga and Cayuga, traveled to meet with the Haudenosaunee at Grand River.  They argued 

for neutrality but could not come to one mind on the matter. Too many chiefs and warriors at Grand 

River, perhaps still stinging from their losses during the American Revolution, wanted to defend the 

interests of the King, despite that this might lead to confrontations with the Confederacy nations.  

 

The Grand River Chiefs made a statement to the Indian Department officials that the friendship between 

the Haudenosaunee had ended. Seneca delegate Hure-hau-stock (Capt. Strong) tried to deliver a 

wampum belt, but the Grand River delegates would not receive it. 

 

After the war broke out, a second delegation of Onondaga and Senecas met with the “pro-British” 

faction from Grand River at Queenston. This time General Brock had more influence on the council and 

Norton stacked the deck of delegates in the Crown’s favor. Only a few delegates were allowed to cross 

the Niagara River, and they were only given a few minutes to present their case.  

 

Seneca speaker Arosa (Silver Heels), holding a wampum belt, spoke of the miseries and destruction 

brought on by war. He reminded the Grand River delegates that it would be tragic if old friends found 

themselves fighting each other.   

 


