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ARRIVAL OF THE* NIAGARA.

Boston, March 1 1 . 1862.
The Niagara has arrived. She reports 

heavy weather.
Naples, Feb’ 22.

The government has taken possession 
of the religious property. The garrison 
of Crueta had oeen seat to the Neapolitan 
Ishnd. The Pa pal Zouaves massacred 
Dr. Yartnie and his little daughter at 
Collaipe.

Turin, Saturday.
Admiral Persano has arrived off i\les- 

»ina, wliich he will summon to surrender.
Cialdmi will soo« join him.
A b o u t 2 0 0 0  brigands b a d  been d isper­

sed  by C e l. M assi n ea r P ie tta .

R o m e , F rid a  j .
Thc National Committee has issued a 

proclamation lhat Victor Emmanuel will 
soon be proclaimed King from the capilol 
and expresses thanks to France* 
g fc T  lie French authorities had taken pos 
session of the keys of the capitol.

Several persons have been expelled for 
political reasons.

V U K X A , S a tu rd a y .
It is reported that Austria, Pr'tssia and 

Russia have concluded a convention to ael 
in concert in case uf a Polish and Hun­
garian outbreak.

S t .  P e t i r s - u r g , Friday.
A new tariff on European goods will 

soon be published.
GREAT BRITAIN.

Tn the British Parliament the Govern­
ment had denied the charge of invading 
the rights of the Provincial Government 
of Canada in regard to the case of the 
lugitive slave Anderson, and it was stated 
that the Governor General had been in­
structed to consult legal advisers before 
taking action on the writ of kabeaa corpus

In tbe Italian Parliament a hill had 
been introduced creating Victor Em­
manuel King of Italy.

The steamship Great B rita in  is adver­
tised to sail for New York in April.

Tbe sales of cotton in the Liverpool 
market lor the week fooltd up twenty-six 
thousand bales, of which two thousand 
were to speculators and feur thousand to 
exporters.

F ood  Rrors in  L im e r ic k .—There 
have been sundry food riots in Limerick. 
The other day an immense mot) of idle 
labourers, to the amount of over 10 0  0 
persons, paraded the principal streets in a 
t hreatening aud menacing mood, with the 
intent, as they avowed, of plundering pro* 
vision stores and shops, being in a starving 
Mate, without employment, or hope of 
getting work.

R EPORTED INTEN TIO N  TO 
EV AC U ATE FO RTS SUM PTER  

A N D  PIC K EN S.

W a s h i n g t o n , March 11.—The
H eralds  Washington correspondent 
stales that political circules were feverishly 
excited on Sunday, by I i ie  report lhat the 
evacuation of Forts Sumpter and Pickens 
were determined upon iu Cabinet Council 
on. Saturday night.

It is now ceilain tuat the stock of pro­
visions is almost exhausted.

Several Republican Senators repeated­
ly declared thal such policy was decided 
upon, while leading Southern Democrats 
call it a master stroke of policy.

The Times' correspondent savs :—•* I 
heard distinguished secessionists confess to 
night that if Mr. Lincoln does withdraw 
the troops from Fort Sumpter, secession is 
dead, and every leader in the movement 
ruined.’’

Geo. G. Fogg, late Secretary of the 
National Republican Centra! Coinmiilee, 
has been tendered tlie position of Com­
missioner of Patents.

Ben. McColloch and his followers are 
organising for a descent upon the North­
ern Provinces of New Mexico, with the 
expectation of uniting them Io Texas hy 
conquest, and setting up an independent 
Government, detached from the Cotton 
Confederacy. This scheme has been 
planned for some time.

W a s h i n s t o n , March 8 .— The state­
ment that Sunnier opposes Mr. Critten­
den’s nomination lo the Supreme Bench is 
erroneous. Mr. Sumner approves of the 
nomination. The nomination, however, 
continues to challenge decided opposition 
from influential quarters, and it is feareu 
it will not be made. Messrs. Badger and 
Ruffin, of North Ca-olinn, and Holt of 
Kentucky, are now talked of.

Mr. Lincoln found about 70 vacancies in 
the departments under the Government. 
These must all be filled while the Senate is 
in session, or they cannot be till Con­
gress meets again. Consequently they 
must first engross the President’s attention. 
When these are disposed of, Mr. Lincoln’s 

present purpose is to take up for action 
the departments lor the new territories of 
Dacotah, Colorado and Nevada.

W a s h i n g t o n ,  March 9 .—Important 
intelligence has just been received at the 
War department, from Charleston. A 
messenger who left Fort Sumpter on the 
afternoon of Tuesday last, reports that salt 
provisions remain for only fifteen days, 
and that only a limited amount nf vege­
tables is left in the fortress, and supplies of 
all kinds are running very low. Major 
Anderson, however, was slill able to pro­
cure fresh meats and butter from the 
Charleston market.

(lieraid, Correspondence.)
T F a s h i n g t o n ,  March 9 .—There is no 

truth whatever in llie statement that pre­
liminary steps have been taken for an in­
terview brlween the Coininhsioners of the 
.Southern Confederacy and President Liu- 
eoln. The latter will hold no council with 
these gentlemen, nor will he recognize 
them except as violators of the law ot the 
land.

FROM N E  W  YORK.
N e w  Y o r k , March 11.—The steam­

ship Quaker C ity, from Havana the 0th
in s ta n t, a rrived  »t this p o rt la s t evening .

Great preparations were being made for 
the reception of Prince Alfred of England.

C i n c in n a t i , March 9.—The lard oil 
works oj Thomas Emery were burnt this 
morning. Loss $50,000.

W a s h in g t o n , March 1 1 .— Reports 
prevail ot the contemplated evacuation of 
Fort Sumpter, but up to eight o’clock to­
night tiie President hud given no order for 
that purpose. Gentlemen of prominence, 
however, say they have information which 
satisfies them that such a course will,from 
necessity, be pursued.
TH E MONTGOMERY COMMI3- 

S I O N E K S .

The Commissioners from tlie Confede­
rate Slates did not see the Secretary of 
State to-day, but will, probably make a 
form.’l application, for an interview to­
morrow..

THE EU R O PEA N  CONSULS.
(Tribune Correspondence.)

W a s h in g t o n , March 11.— It is ru- 
mouied that D. IV. J. Littlejohn, speak­
ing of the Home of Assembly of New 
York State, has been appointed Consul at 
Liverpool, and that Mr. Vesey, formerly 
Consul at Havre, has been appointed Con­
sul at Aix-la-Cliappeiie.
FORT PICKGNS TO BE R E IN ­

FORCED.
The rumours about Fort Pickens being 

given up, are entirely unfounded. This 
fortress can be reinforced, aud- it will be.

AN E X T R A  SESSIO N .
An extra session ol Congress is likely 

to be soon called to supply the omission of 
the last, and enable the Administration to 
assert the authority of the Government. 
The poiicy will be to suspend the laws 
making the pjrts of the seceding States, 
poits of loreign entry, and to station na­
tional vessels thereat to prevent foreign 
importations.

The forts at Key >Fest and Tortugas 
cannot be given up, because they may be 
easily reinforced and are ol national impor­
tance in a military and commercial aspect. 
Fort Sumpter involves a point ot honour 
only.
CONSTITUTION OF T H E SEC E­

DED STA TE S.
M ontgom ery , Ala., March 11.—The 

injunction of secrecy having been removed 
therefrom, I am authorized to send a sy- 
nopis ot the permanent constitution. The 
fo'lowing are the principal features •

No person who is toreign and not a citi­
zen ol the Conlederate Slates, is allowed 
to vote for any civil or political Stale or 
federal. Under the first census, South 
Carolina is entitled to five. Representatives 
in Congress; Georgia, ten; Alabama, 
nine ; Florida, two ; Missouri, seven: 
Louisiana, six ; Texas, six; and each 
State to two Senators. The State Le­
gislatures may impeach judicial or federal 
officers resident oi acting in said Stale, by 
a two-third* vole, lioth Houses of Con­
gress may urant seats on the floor to either 
of the principal officers of each of the 
Executive departments, with the privilege 
of discussing the measures of his depart­
ment. Representation on the basis ol 
three fifths for slaves, is continued. Con­
gress is not, through duties, to foster any 
branch of industry. The foreign slave 
trade is proposed. Congress is prohibited 
fiom making appropriations, unless by a 
vote of two thirds of both House*, except 
the appropriations be asked by the head oi 
some department or Ihe President. Extra 
compensation is to be allowed to any con­
tractor, officer, or agent, after the contract 
is made or service lendered.
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RICHMOND HILL MAR. 15. 1861,

T H E  M E M B E R S  FO U  E A S T  
A N D  W E S T  YORK.

W k believe it is but ju s t  and  righ t, 
e re  we b la ine any  m an  or se t of 
m en , first of all to s la te  th e ir good 
q u a litie s . A c tin g  on th is  p rin c ip le , 
w e w ould  say  of ou r es teem ed  
n e ighbo r an d  friend , A m os W righ t. 
E sq ., M .P .P . for E a s t Y ork, th a t he 
is a good n e ighbo r a  w arm  friend , 
an d  in  a ll the re la tio n s  o f p r iv a 'e  
life, m ost exem p lary  : as  a  m an  w e 
have every  reason  h igh ly  to esteem  
h im ; for a lthough  w e a re  po litical 
op ponen ts,ye t ju s tic e  d em an d s  Irom 
us the ack n o w led g m en t that he has 
in va riab ly  trea ted  us w ilh  the co u rt­
esy  ol a  frien d . W e have been  in ­
d eb ted  to h im  for the rece ip t o f m uch 
valuable in fo rm ation . H is  lib rary  
has a t a ll tim es been  generously  
p la ced  a t our d isp o sa l,a n d  o u r only 
reg re t is , tha t the pub lic  w ea l forces 
us in to  an tag o n ism  w itn  him . O lth e  
m em ber for W est Y ork , as  w e are 
not personally  a c q u a in te d  w ith h im , 
w e w ill only  ad d  th a t he is an  e x ­
ce llen t b usiness  m an  ; and  if  he is 
a t a ll lik e  h is  b ro ther. H . S. H o w ­
land , E sq ..C o u n c illo r for W ard  N o . 
3, V au g h an , he is an  es tim ab le , 
consc ien tio u s, u p r ig h t m an .

It w ill from  th is  be seen  th a t in  
an im ad v e rtin g  on tlie ir con d u c t as 
pub lic  m en, w e have no personal 
hostility  to g ratify ,o r p riva te  w rongs 
to avenge ; as  co n sc ien tio u s .u p rig h t 
m en , w e know  oi none m ore w or­
thy  o f regard  B u t w h ils t a d m ittin g  
all th is; on a  rev iew  of the ir pub lic  
life, w e find m uch  to condem n and  
but little to  ap p lau d  ; an d  as  an  
e lec tion  m ust sooner o r la te r  take  
p lace  for these  r id in g s , we th in k  it 
w ill be well for the e lec to rs to look 
o u t and  b ring  fo rw ard  som e m an , 
w ho in d e p en d en t o f party  ties, w ill 
act as in d iv id u a ls , and  endaavo r to 
ca rry  ou t those refo rm s th a t a re  
needed  by u j , and  c lea r u s  o f the 
shoals  upon  w hich  the party  w ith  
w h ich  ou r p resen t m em bers are 
iden tified  tbren»*n tp *trand us ; for

though es tim ab le  a s  m en, M essrs. 
W righ t and tlo w la n d  m ust, and 
ou g h t to suffer Irom  k eep ing  bad 
com pany  i  for w hat,, w e ask , have 
M-r. W rig h t o r M r. H o w lan d , as 
pub lic  m en , ever done lh a t w a rran t 
us to sen d  llK-m back  ag a in  as our 
rep resen ta tiv es  ? T o  see w h a t tU*y 
have done w e haver as  a  ru le , only 
to look at \vhat G eorge K row n has 
a ttem p ted  ; and  a<« tbe n ig h t ihe 
d ay , w ith  bu t one solitary e x c ep t­
ion o f im p o rtan ce  (tne  sep a ra ­
tion o f the C o u n ties  o f York and  
P eel from  T oron to  lor ju d ic ia l p u r­
poses), they have fo llow ed in  his 
w a k e , and  n a n ,  as eve r,s tand  iden ­
tified w ith  bis politics* W ith Geo. 
B row n it Ls need less  to say  we have 
but little in  com m on ; be a t one 
tim e rode the h igh  P ro tes tan t horse 
n ea rly  to dea th , and  then  sh am e­
lessly  sold h is p rin c ip le s  d u rin g  his 
tw o  d a y ’s P re m ie rsh ip .a s  is proved 
by his a liia n ce  w ith  M essrs. D ru m ­
m ond C o— m en w hom  p rev iously
he had  fiercely d en o u n ced  lor ten 
long y e a rs , It is still fu rth e r proved 
in  the M acdonald  co rrespondence  
on the S eig n o ria l T e n u re  question , 
and  by liis co a lesc in g  w ith M cG ee, 
the m ore pow er to tiie P ope poli­
tic ian .

B ut in sp ite  ol all these vagaries , 
w e find M essrs. W righ t and  H ow ­
la n d  fo llow ing  like ob ed ien t ch il­
d ren , in tbe e r ra tic  po litica l flights 
of th e ir  chosen  le ad e r ; in fact, one 
g re a t fau lt w e see in these estim ab le  
g en tlem en  is, lh a t they have no in ­
d iv id u a lism  o f ih e ir ow n . 'I hey 
are. m ere au to m a to n s , and  follow  
b lind ly , r igh t o r w ro n g ,th e ir party  ; 
in  fact they sell them selves,body  and  
so u l, bones an d  m a rro w , to th e ir 
pa rty , and  seem  io have no m ind  ol 
th e ir  ow n  w hatever. W e respect­
fully su b m it th a t such  are no t the 
c lass  ot .lien w e w a n t to rep resen t 
us. W e w an t m en  w ho w ill dare  
to th in k , speak , and  ac t for them ­
selves, w ho  w ill g ive th e ir  support 
to  good m easures, by w hom soever 
p roposed— m en w ho  wiil not pin 
th e ir la ith  to either John  A. M acdo ­
nald, G eorge B row n  or any  o the r 
m an , but w ho w ill use the in telli­
gen ce  w ith  w hich  God has blessed 
them  to d isce rn  betw een  righ t and 
w ro n g : in  fine, E a s t and  W est 
York requ ire , as rep rep re sen ta tiv es , 
tho rough ly  in d e p en d en t wlio.e- 
souied m en, who w ill d a re  to do 
right, and  vvho w ill look a t m e a ­
su res ,no t a! m en ; and  as our p resent 
m em bers are sim ply  p arly  m en. we 
have no confidence in  them .

We have yel a further charge to prefer 
against llie representatives of East and 
VV'est York ; and to our mind it is the 
gravest error public men can tall into, and 
lliat is, bolli ol them have identified them­
selves with the insane aud ruinous Disunion 
project of George Brown. We look upon 
ihe Union as a source of untold benefit to 
Canada. CMitcc vve iiave been united vve 
have become ihe admiration of the world, 
so great has been our progiess—not lhat 
ne defend m its eutheiy our present rela 
tions vvilb Lower Canada, but we argue 
lliat in spite of some things tnat are noi 
on Uie square, wi have reaped 'astmg ad­
vantages from our relationship witti 
Lower Canada, and as with firmness and 
patience, all our wrongs can be righted 
without a dissolution it is madue.is, or 
worst, to dissolve the connection. As 
loyal subjects of Great Britain, too, we 
oppose tins project ol the Clear Grits, 
esteeming il as vve do as one great step 
towards annexation to the United Slates, 
We do not say that Amos Wright wishes 
for auuexaiion, but we do say that all who 
advocate a dissolution are practically 
Working for lhat result; and further, we 
believe that the principal agitators ot this 
unnatural policy are leally Americans at 
heart.

Besides this, do not Messrs. Wright 
and Howland advocate ihe Yankee notion 
of a written constitution, in the face ot 
the fact lhat the Republic, where there is 
a written constitution, is now in a state ol 
anarchy and disorder; thus proving lo a 
demonstration that such remedies are 
futile. These are some of the more im­
portant reasons why we condemn our pre­
sent members us not being the men thal 
vve want al the present juncture of affairs. 
In all sincerity, then, vve would advise the 
electors of these ridings to be up and do 
ing. An election may come upon us ere 
we are aware of it, and then when too 
late, we may deplore our inaction.

A R E  T H E  A M E ItIC  A N S  A F R E E  
P E O P L E ?

I r  the above q u es tio n , in s te ad  of 
referring  to  tlie c itiz en s  of the 
ne ig h b o u rin g  rep u b lic , w ere  asked  
re sp ec tin g  the T u rk s , R u ssian s  or 
F ren ch , m ost ol us w ould  un- 
doub tly  a n sw e r in  the n e g a tiv e .—  
B ut to  pu t the q uestion  in  refer­
ence  to a people la y in g  c la im  to a 
h ighe r d eg ree  of po litica l freedom  
than  any  natio n  ou the face of the 
ea rth , m ay a p p e a r  suprem ely  r i ­
d ic u lo u s . T h o se  w ho have lis ­
tened  to the eloquence of fourth of 
J u ly  o ra to rs , and  hea rd  the oft- 
repea ted  asse rtion  o f m a n ’s u n i­
versa l freedom  an d  e q u a lity , in  
w hich  these patrio tic  effusions 
abound , m ay  d eem  the question  
su scep tib le  of but one a n s w e r .—  
B u t o p in ions  differ. W e have a l­
w ay s  been  in  the h ab it o f looking 
upon  our n e ig h b o u r ac ross the 
lines  as  a  people possessing  a 
h igh ly  en lig h ten ed  and  liberal 
form of constitu tio n a l g o v e rn m e n t; 
b u t i f  w e form  our op in ion  on th is  
sub jec t from  d a ta , d raw n  from  c u r­
ren t event*, w c shall be forced

very  m uch  to m odify o u r es tim a te  
of A m erican  freedom . Jf w e d e ­
fine a  free people to be those, 
w hose  la w s  in su re  to  th em  se c u ­
rity  of life and  property , freedom  
ol sp eech  an d  liberty  o f  consci­
e n c e  then  w e m ust look e lsew here  
for m en w ho  are really  free. B u t 
if w e d es ig n a te  that to be a  state  
o f freedom-, in  w hich  any  c lass  
m ay w ith  im p u n ity  use b u 'le ts  
or stee l a g a in s t those w ho  d a re  
to hold op in ions  con trary  to th e ir 
o w n ; w here the law s a re  su u o rd i-  
na te  to the voice o f the m o b ; 
w here  life and  p roperty  are  secu re  
only so lo n g  as the op in ions of 
th e ir  possessors acco rd  w ith  those 
of the rabb le  ; and  w here  even the 
sem b .a n ce  o f sym pathy  w ith  
d ow n-trodden  an d  o pp ressed  race , 
is — a m o n g  a  la rg e  portion o f the 
peop le— a crim e of the d ee p est 
dye ; tnen  are the A m ericans  p re ­
em in en tly  en titled  to, lay  c la im  
to its  possession . If  w e w ere 
ask ed  ior ev idence  to prove the 
co rrec tness  o f our op in ions, it 
w ould  be qu ite  su fficien t i a  the 
ab sence  o f o the r proof, to po in t to 
the even ts  o f th e  la s t s ix  m onths.

W e find the S ou thern  S ta te s  un ­
co nstitu tionally  secee d in g  from  the 
U nion  ; not on acco u n t o f  the op­
pressive en a c tm e n ts  o f an  a d m in ­
is tra tion  not because a  P re s id en t 
has ac ted  in  an  arb itra ry  m a n n e r ; 
not because  the la w s  have been 
un ju stly  a d m in is te red  ; bu t be­
ca u se  it  is thought th a t the ch ie f 
M ag is tra te , legally  e lec ted  by the 
people, holds ce rta in  o p in io n s ; 
because  it is  supposed th a t u n d e r 
c e rta in  c ircu m s tan c es  he m ay  act 
in  a  ce rta in  m anner. F o r th is  
c a u se  the un ited  w isdom  o f som e 
ex ten siv e  a n d  popu lous S ta tes 
m ust d e lib e ra te ly  ag ree  to com m it 
treasonab le  a c t s ; to s u n d e r  the ir 
co nnection  w ith  the federa l go ­
vernm ent, to b reak  th e ir  a l le g i­
an ce , an d  perhaps invo lve the 
coun try  in  a  c iv il w ar. N or do 
they stop here. P lo ts  are form ed 
to a s sa ss in a te  the P residen t of 
th e ir ow n  cho ice , a s  he p u rsues  his 
jo u rn ey  to w ard s  llie scene of his 
official d u tie s . T h e  very p rinc ip le  
on  w hich ih e ir c o n s titu tio n  is 
founded— subm iss ion  to the w ill 
of th e  m ajo rity— is d isca rd ed , and  
a sy stem  attem p ted  to be in ­
troduced , the n a tu ra l resu lt of 
w hich  w ould be a  re tu rn  to a  slate  
of barbarism .

W e read  in  R om an  history  o f the 
a ssassin a tio n  of a T ib e r iu s , a  C a­
lig u la  an d  a  D orn itian , an d  w e e x ­
c la im , such  ty ran ts  deserved  such 
a  fa te . W hen w e hea r o f a t­
tem pts being  m ade on ihe life of 
the p resen t E m p e io r  of the F ren ch , 
som e oi' us m ay sym path ize  w ith  
the oppressed  in  th e ir  a ttem p ts  to 
rid them selves ol a despo t. But 
w hen we heai o f co n sp ira c ies  to 
tak e  the life o f the P re s id en t of a  
g re a t rep u b lic , w hose ch ie f  crim e 
is, not any  a ttem p t to ru le  in an 
ab itra ry  m an n er, not any  in c lin a ­
tion .to deprive  the people, w hom  
lie is ca lled  to govern , of any  por­
tion ot the liberty  they  now  enjoy ; 
but because he has been gu ilty  of 
en te rta in in g  the fee lings o f our 
com m on hum anity  tow ards  those 
w ho are oppressed , vve a re  tem pted  
to in q u ire , is such  a  people suffici­
en tly  ad v a n ced  in  in te llig en ce  to 
render free in s titu tions  a  b le ss in g ?  
Shou ld  th e re  be found in  R u ssia  
persons w lio w ould  a ttem p t the life 
of the C zar, because he has thou g h t 
p roper to libera te  the serfs, or if 
the sub jec ts  o f N apo leon  shou ld  
m ake a  s im ila r a ttem p t on h is  life, 
because  he has ta k en  one step  to­
w ard s  g rau lin g  them  a  co n s titu ­
tional governm ent, the w re tch es  
w ould , on th is  side ol the A tlan tic , 
m eet w ith  u n iv e isa l e x e c ra tio n .—  
B u t for P re s id e n t L inco ln  to hold 
v iew s an tag o n is tic , even  to the e x ­
tension  of one o f the w orst form s 
of oppression  in  ex istence , is  a 
crim e  too heinous to be forg iven  by 
m en w ho  assert the p rinc ip le  of 
u n iv e rsa l eq u a lity .

T h e re  m u s t be som eth in g  ra d i­
ca lly  pern ic io u s  p ervad ing  the 
w hole socia l system  i i  a  co m m u ­
nity  w here such  th in g s  ca n  o c c u r :  
a som eth in g  like the e lec tric  p rin ­
c ip le  w h ich  pervades  all n a tu re , 
and  requ ires  only a  little  fric tion  
or ihe co n tac t ol he terogenous e le­
m ents to m ake  it ap p a re n t. A ny 
system  of governm ent, from the 
m ost ab so lu te  despo tism  to the 
m ost libera l dem ocracy , m ay  pos­
sess q u a litie s  th a t w ou ld  ad a p t it 
to  the w an ts  of a  people possessing  
a  ce rta in  degree  o f in te llig en ce  ; 
and  it w ould perhaps be difficult 
to d ec ide  w he the r a  governm ent 
in  ad v a n ce  of the in te llig en ce  o f 
the people, or one th a t is  behind  
it, is  the g rea te r ev il. W e th in k , 
how7ever, th a t som e of the ev ils  o f 
the first o f these cond itio n s  are  evi­
d e n t in the A m erican  S ta tes . All 
w ho feel an  in te res t in  h u m an  
progress m ust deep ly  reg re t th a t 
th is  ex p e rim en t ot lib e ia l in s ti tu ­
tions has produced  resu lts  so little  
favorable to th e ir g row th  a n d  e x ­
tension .

P r iz e  o f  $60.—The handsome prize 
of $60 is offered by the County Agricul­
tural Society, on certain conditions, for 
the best entire horse exhibited in Barrie 
on Thursday, thc twenty-first inst.

U N IV E R S IT Y  R E F O R M .

C a r l y l e  som ew here  say s  th a t m an 
in  these deg en era te  days , a s  he is 
p leased  to call th em , has lost his in ­
d iv id u a li ty , and  becom e an  ea ting , 
d r in k in g , w a lk in g  and  ta lk in g  so­
c ie ty . E v e ry th in g  Ls now  done by 
com m ittee a n d  asso c ia tio n s , and  
the d ay s  o f stern  in d iv id u a l hero­
ism , like B u rk e ’s la m en ted  ag e  of 
ch ivalry , is gone forever. T he 
sta tem en t, if  not en tire ly  correc t, is 
not devo id  of tru tti ; bu t no t only is 
th is  an  age  o f so c ie tie s , it is  a lso  a 
restless, e ra . Wre a re  co n tin u a lly  
hea rin g  o f som e n ew  socie ty  being  
form ed to  ca rry  o u t som e fine spun  
theory , w h ich  o f cou rse  m u s t be 
ca lled  a  reform . E ve ry  im ag in ab le  
th in g  is  ou t o f o rder, an d  m ust be 
renovated , from  the franch ise  dow n 
to “ c ru m p e t m uffins.”  N o w , a l­
though by no  m eans b lindly  con ­
servative , w e pare  no t to ca ll ev e ry  
ch a n g e  a  reform , nor every  pro­
fessedly  reform  asso c ia tio n  n eces­
sarily  beneficia l. W e a lw a y s  d e ­
m and  ev id en ce— first, for the n e ­
cessity  of a  chan g e  ; second , the 
na tu re  of the ch a n g e  d esired  ; and , 
la st, the end  sought to be o b ta ined  
by the ch a n g e . VYe therefore, 
w ith o u t any  lu rih er apology , pro­
ceed  to c ritic ise  in  a friend ly  spi- 
li t  thc reso lu tions  ad o p te d  a t the 
C onven tion  held in  th is  p lace  last 
w eek , in  co nnection  w ith  the su b ­
je c t of U niversity  refo rm ats,reported  
in  ano th er co lum n .

T h e  first q uestion  tha t a rise s  is, 
is th e ie  any  necessity  for U niversity  
reform . In  so far a s  there m ay  be 
ex tra v a g a n t ex p e n d itu re , ihere m ay 
be ca u se  o f com p la in t ag a in s t U ni­
versity  C ollege ; bu t if  by reform  is 
m ean t the d e s tro y in g  or b reak in g  up 
of such  co llege ,then  w e g ive  a n  un­
equ ivoca l no ! to the en q u iry . W e 
believe tha t it is ab so lu te ly  neces­
sary  to have a  college, in  w h ich  the 
h ighe r b ranches  of e d u c a tio n  m ay 
be ta u g h t, and  th a t such  college 
shou ld  be thorough ly  u n sec ta r ian , 
a n d  u n d e r the control o f no d is tin c t 
d en o m in a tio n  ; and  if  any  re lig io u s  
sec t feels the necess ity  also o l’hav ing  
o n e , le t those w ho feel such  d e ­
s ire  support th e ir  ow n  collge, or at 
all even ts, by no  m eans endow  
them  a t the ex p e n se  of such  in ­
stitu tio n s  as U n iv ers ity  C ollege.

On re fe rrin g  to the rep o rt,a s  given 
e lse w h ere , it w ill be seen  tha t the 
na tu re  o f the ch an g e  d es ire d ,is  “ the 
en d o w m e n t o f den o m in a tio n a l co l­
leges. In all s in ce rity ,w e  m ust say 
th a t such  a  c h a n g e ,in s tea d  of being  
beneficial to ou r in teres ts , w ould  be 
very in ju rio u s  ; for if every  d en o m i­
n a tio n  is  to be en d o w ed  out o f the 
pub lic  lu n d s  w e shall soon have no 
su p erio r in s titu tio n  at a il, and  our 
you th s  w ill be com pelled  to go  to 
E u ro p e  to  finish an  educa tio n  lha t 
ought to be w ith in  th e ir  reach  at 
hom e . for w e are not y e t w ea lth y  
enough  to  possess a  m u ltip lic ity  of 
firs t-c lass se m in a rie s  of learn ing , 
and  the p rac tica l resu lt o f th is  in­
nova tio n  w ill be, tha t th is  C an a d a  
of ours w'ill be kept far in  the rea r 
in all th a t a p p e rta in s  to the fine 
arts , the sciences an d  li te ra tu re .—  
N or is th is  the only  evil to  be 
d read e d . Jf there is d a n g e r  in  one 
sin g le  socie ty  m ism a n a g in g  its 
funds, there w ill be in c reased  fa c i­
lities. for such  m isap p ro p ria tio n  is 
the co lleges sough t to be e n d o w ed , 
and  to  ob ta in  the resu lt for w h ich  
such  co lleges a re  endow 'ed , v iz .—  
thc g iv ing  a superior c la ss ica l an d  
m a th em a tic a l e d u c a tio n  w ill in ­
volve a  se rio u s  in c rea se  o f ex p e n ­
d itu re , w h ich , as  we have  above 
sla ted , w e as  a  people, rea lly  c a n ­
not afford. B u t besides all th is ,w e  
are of op in ion  tha t even could  w e  
afford it, such  en d o w m e n ts  w ould  
not be p roductive  o f good. S ec ta ­
ria n  C olleges, if  no t an u n m ix ed  
ev il, a re  by no m ean s  u n a l lrn e d  be­
nefits. T h e y  a re  very ap t to  e d u ­
ca te  you n g  m en  to be d isp u ta tious , 
w hereas  one s e c u la r  co llege w here  
the ru le s  o f m ora lity  are  s tr ic tly  ob­
served , and  the pup ils  req u ired  to 
a tten d  such  chu rch , o r rece ive  such  
re lig io u s  professors as  m ay  be seen  
fit by the p a rtie s  s e n d in g  them , is 
rea lly  and  tru ly  m ore thoroughly  
C hristian  te ac h in g  th a n  w ould be 
rece ived  by g iv in g  a  sec ta rian  b ia s  
to such  in s titu tio n s.

VVe w ill now  en q u ire  in to  the ob­
je c t so u g h t to  be ob ta ined  by th is  so- 
ca lled  U n ivers ity  reform  A sso c ia ­
tion . It is s la ted  in  the first reso lu ­
tion  to  be “ re lig io u s  o vers igh t and  
C hristian  c u ltu re .”  F a r  be it from 
us to u n d e r-a lu e  the im p o rtan ce  of 
re lig io u s  te ach in g . In the tvords of 
holy w rit, w e w ould  say th a t “  the 
fea r of the Lord is the b eg in n in g  of 
w isdom  but w e  w o u ld  ask  the 
gen tlem en  w ho  passed  the re so lu ­
tions  a t th a t m eeting , do  yo u  really  
co n sid e r w here the log ica l resu lts  of 
y o u r p roposition  w ill ca rry  y ou? II 
it is necessa ry  for ou r you th s  1o re­
ce ive  in  co lleges relig ious in s tru c­
tion , it is equa lly  necessary  tha t our 
y o u n g  ch ild ren  shall be s im ila rly  
in s truc ted  ; and  then  w h a t becom es 
o f o u r noble C om m on School sys­
tem . W e a rg u e  tha t the &ame a r ­
g u m e n ts  used  for U niversity  reform  
apply  w ith  even inc reased  force to 
o u r C om m on Schools ; and  as w e 
believe our C om m on Schools to  be 
beneficia l, w e c a n n o t jo in  in  the 
cry  for such  un iversity  reform . W e

see tha t the C a th o lic s  re jo ice  in  the 
m ovem en t a g a in s t U n iv ers ity  C ol­
lege , bec au se  they  c learly  see t h i t  
a lth o u g h  its  ad v o c a tes  now  stop 
h a lf  w ay, y e t in  the end  they  m ust 
eo ine to  the sam e resu lt, a n d  o u r  
noble C om m on Schools be d e ­
stroyed . W e ta k e  s t-ong  g ro u n d s  
on this s u b je c t. W e d o n ’t w a n t 
ou r P & rliam ent-m en  to ra ise  th e ir 
im p io u s  hand  to stay  G od’s a rk .—  
Let the S ta te  g ive  secu la r e d u c a ­
tion , an d  th row  no o bstac les  in  the 
w ay  o f re lig io u s  in s truc tion  ; and 
to  o u r  m ind  the S ta .e  h a s  done all 
it is ca lled  upo n  to d o . L f a v e  it 
to  the p a ren t lo in s tru c t th o s ; w hom  
G od has co m m itted  io his ca re , re­
lig iously  as  he th in k s  f i t ;  and  
therefore it is  lh a t w e en te r o u r pro­
test ag a in s t the so-called  q uestion  of 
U n iversity  reform ,. W e , how ever, 
wish, to g ive  its  ad v o c a tes  every  
ch an ce  of defen d in g  th e ir  v iew s, 
arid shall fee! g rea t p leasu re  in  in ­
se r tin g  co m m u n ic a tio n s  on  the su b ­
jec t. W e tak e  ou r s ta n d  o b  broad 
p rin c ip le s, h av in g  s o  hostility  to 
V ic to ria  or an v  o ther college. W e 
b eheve, how ever, th a t to  despoil 
U niversity  C ollege o f i t s  em o lu ­
m en ts , an d  g ran t them  to D enom i­
n a tio n a l co lleges, w o u ld  be d e tr i­
m en ta l to o u r in terests .

R ic h m o n d  H il l  M e c h a n ic ’s  I n s t i ­
t u t e .— On, Tuesday evening last, Dr. 
Seymour, of Newmarket, delivered a very 
interesting and; a.bl« lecture on * Archi­
tecture. Sculpture and Painting.’ Tbe 
subject was handled in a very masterly 
manner; and the frequent Plaudits of the 
audience, testified how highly they ap 
predated it, Mr. James Jenkins oceu 
pied the Chair.

E r r a t t a —In oar editorial on Refsims 
and Reforioers, we inadvertently stated 
that a Homestead Law was wanted. The 
fact is,that this Reform was granted to us 
towards ihe close of last Session* By re 
ferrmg to our fi'es it will be seen that we 
congratulated our readers on its passing

COUNTY COURT A N D  COURT  
OF Q U A R TER  SESSIO N S.

rl  he County Court and Court of quart 
Sessions met yesterday at twelve o'clock 
ihe Hon. S. B. Harrison, County Jitd: 
presiding J associates, Dr. Norris, J. P., 
^carboiough; Kowland Burr, Esq., J . P., 
Toronto; Thomas Graham, Esq., J. P., 
Giahanm'ille ; and J J5. De La Haye, 
l^sq., Clairville.

The following gentlemen were sworn in 
on the Grand J u r y M e ssr s . VV. J 
Coates, Toronto Township (Foreman); 
W. Hassard, Caslemore ; William lillis, 
Whitchurch; N . A. Gstnble, King; 
James Gdtnor, Vaughan; Job Hughes. 
East Gwillimbury; R. Love. King; John 
Lee, York; T. Mullholland, Gore of To­
ronio; Alexander Mitchell,', Caledon; 
James Playler, Vaughan ; George Howe, 
King; J. Stevenson, King; TF. Squires, 
Albion; Archibald Somerville, Vaughan; 
fsaac Scott, Chinguacousy; W. D. Thom­
son, Scarborough; W . A. Thomson, To­
ronto Township; and John IFhile, 
Vaughan.

liis Honor in charging the Grand Jury, 
said he was glad to find from the calender 
before him lhat there would be but two or 
lliree cases for their consideration; and 
seeing so many among the Grand Jury 
who had never before occupied that po­
sition, he entered into details with regard 
lo their duties, and recommended them to 
llie County Crown A 'torney for advice 
and assistance in their deliberations. He 
I hen dismissed them, and they retired to 
discharge tlieir duties.

The Quarter Sessions then adjourned 
till to day at one o’clock.

In the County Court several undefend­
ed i>sues were disposed of. It also ad­
journed at an early hour until ten o'clock 
this morning.

'l'hursday, March, 14th.
The Court met yesterday at one o’clock. 

Present—The Hon. S. B. Harrison, chair­
man ; Rowland Btrrr, Esq., J. P., Dr. 
Hunter, Reeve of Newmarket, and James 
Burns, Esq., J. P., King, associates.

The Grand Jury brought in the fol­
lowing bills:—
I he Queen against James Sleightbolme, 
misdemeanor, true bill; the Queen against 
Joseph Brown, false pretences, true bill; 
the Queen against Robert Lankinshire, 
no bill; and the Queen against John Mc­
Lean, larceny, no bill.

In the matter of appeal of Archibald 
Wallis and James McEachren, from llie 
conviction of James Burns, Es^., J. 
the Juiy upon hearing the facts quasi 
Ihe conviction with costs. Dr. McMich 
appeared for the appellant, and Richi 
Dempsey, Esq., County Crewn Attorn* 
for thc respondent.

The Court then adjourned till 
o’clock to-day.

MAJOR A N D ER SO N  A TRAITOR-'

Very few people we imagine suspect 
.Major Anderson of traitorous design*. 
An erratic genius, however, who writes to 
the New York Tribune, believes he has 
good reason for imputing the worst of mo­
tives to the gallant defender of Fort Sump­
ter. Here is the letter, a curiosity in1 its 
way :—

(T o  th* Editor of th* N. T . Tribune.)

S ir ,—T he entire force of enlisted men un d er 
the command of Major Anderson is abent sixty- 
four. Allowing for the various details, not 
more than onough men to work rapidly and. 
ceminuousty four guns are left. W orking au  
tig,ht inch columbiad is exceedingly fatiguing, 
o^viug to the groat weight of both gun and shot 
and the men. require frequent relief. Wow, the 
fire of foar guns would have to be maintained 
steadily for several days, to have any great effect, 
on Fort Moultrie or the batteries at a distance 
of a mile or more frem Fort Sumpter. The. 
power »f resistance of the iron-clad battery 
011 C urnm ing's 1*0101. twelve hundred yards dis­
tant, is yet au unsolved: problem ; but should it 
prove shot-proof, it would of itself occupv tho 
outire attention of the garrison, leaving' the- 
gunners at Fort Moultrie free te practice with 
their columbines at tho embrasure of Fort 
Sumpter, and tlie mortal' batteries to burn the- 
barracks and drive the men from the barbette 
guns. It could scacoely bo expected that no 
one in the fort should be liurt.while there is not. 
a man to be spared. W hen, two weeks after 
tlie occupation of F srt Sum pter, tke S ta r  o f  ihe 
W tst was driven awa}', Major Anderson gave as. 
an excuse for standing still, while the American, 
flag was outraged and the lives of two hundred 
and fifty men were put in jeopardy under hie 
eyes, that he had nognns mounted which could: 
rsach the battery 011 Morris Island. Yet, be*- 
fore this time. Mr. Holt says the Mayor had ad­
vised the W ar Department" that he had no ueed- 
of reinforcements. Did lie, with his eyes thus 
rudely opened to his weakness, change the tenor 
of his despatches ? N o : tne invariable burden, 
has been the same : • I can maintain iny*eti"
here without reinforcements.’ He knew well 
ao one better, that Mr. Buchanan would clutch 
eagerly at any pretext to avoid offending the, 
secessionists, and look care to furnish the abovo 
excuse, while the enemy built battery after b a t-  
te-y for th* express purpose of cutting eff com ­
munication with tlie sea, and m aking the rein­
forcement *f tho fort a difficult and. probably^ 
bloody onterprize. Now, he writes to the non 
Administration, exaggerating the dangers of trie, 
position, stating tliat his supplies are running 
short, and that it will lake lli.Ut'O men to opea 
tho communication, with the evident purpose e f 
frightening the President into giving up tho 
Fort His whole course has so far plainly shown 
a far greater sympathy with and desire to bo 
useful to the insurgents, than any endeavor to 
do his duty to the United S tstes, that there m 
no man who would bo more warmly greeted in 
Charleston than he. Ywt tbis man, wlio stood 
calmly by and saw the •• S tar ol the W est”  
fired on, who has clay afrer day, for 2 months, 
seen rn*n and munitions of war, to be used V  
against his country, pass close under his guns 
without a rcmonsrauce or a threat; whoso 
whole course ha* tended only to make surren­
der of the Fort suro and bloodless , who thinks, 
the demands of the G ulf States ju-t, and sym ­
pathizes with them in all their acts ; this m an, 
it is now proposed 10 raise over tho heads of 
fifty of his“seniors, many of them triefl and 
capable officers, and promote tiiree grades to 
the rank of Brigadier General. As this will, 
keep up the old p.oportion of three Southern. 
Generals to one Northern, our compromisers, 
and snbmissionists will now have a fine oppor­
tunity to save the Union once rnoie.

O ke  WHO S1KS THK FACTS,

R e c k l e s s  u s e  o f  F i r e -a r m * .— A 
re.pectajle-look’ng youtig man, about 18 
years of age, named Richard Simpson,, 
was placed at the bar of the folice Court 
yesterday, charged with discharging a 
pistol at another young man, named Janies 
Douglas, 011 Sunday morning. It appears 
that Simpson and Douglas roomed to­
gether in a boarding-house on Queen street 
East, and thal about ten o'clock the lorin- 
er was dressing to go to cliuicli. Hhile 
looking for some article in his tiunk, be 
pulled out a pistol, and forgetting tbat it. 
was loaded, he capped it, and, calling out 
laughingly to Douglass, •* Your money or 
your life!” pulling the trigger. His as­
tonishment may be imagined when the 
pistol— which happened to be loaded with 
small shot— was discharged, and Douglas 
fell lo the floor. Three of tbe panes of 
glass in one of the window were blown out.. 
Simpson shouted lustily for assistance, and 
the other inmates of the house entered the 
room. Dr. Small, Dr. Russell, and other 
medical gentlemen were soon in attendance 
and extracted the shot from the wounded, 
man’s face. Simson, who declares that lie 
bad forgotten tbe pistol was loadrd, sur­
rendered himself into the bands of Con­
stables Nolan and Kemp, and he was taken, 
to the City Hall Police station. Yester­
day, Dr. Small sent a certificate to the 
Police Magistrate to the effcct that/ 
Douglas was “ doing well.” A Germ?i> 
called on the Police Magistrate, during 
the sitting of the Court, and informed him 
that about two weeks ago, Simpson pre­
sented the same pistol, in a playfull manner 
at him, and il was then observed that it 
was loaded. He says he warned him 
(Simpson) about «cting in such a fool­
hardy manr.er with deadly weapons, '['he 
wounded man informed the police and 

^pme of his friends who called to see him 
eslerday that he and Simpson were on 

terms, and had been joking and 
ing together immediately belore the 
unate occurience. He states that it 

rely accidental. Simpson was re­
led till Monday, and admitted to bail, 

a  native of London England, and is 
in a clothing stare on King street.

T h e  M a s s a c r e s  a t  D a h o m e t . 
Another of those horrible massacres which 
ate a disgrace to humanity had taken 
place at Dahomey. The WestAfrican 
Herald  publishes statements from eye­
witnesses ol the barbaric “ custom” just 
perpetrated at Dahomny. From this 
fearful narrative we learn lhat the recent 
“ grand custom” of Badahung, King of 
&ahomry, was one of the most revolting 
which has ever taken place. Several per­
sons agree in stating that the number of 
persons slain on the occasion was esti-

ited at 2900, but another correspondent 
gives the number at 7000. He says be 
was present by compulsion, and that the 
blood swept past him like a flood into a 
large reservoir. Another gentleman re­
ferring lo these inhuman butcheries, says: 
“ I assure you it made me quite sick, and 
Ihe same time 1 telt stunned. Tbe poor 
wretches met death with perfect indiffer­
ence.”

The census of Nottawasaga. as just 
teken, is 3890, against 1887 in 1852. an 
increase of 3411, or 180 per cent. The 
population of the town of Coliingood in 
14-08.

D e a t h  f r o m  t h e  B it e  o r  a C a t . 
— O11 Sunday week last a rabid cat found 
its way into Trinity Church, King street 
east, during service, and entering the pew 
of William Gooderliam, Esq., immediately 
attacked a daughter of that gentleman sa­
vagely, scratching one of her fingers. The 
Seiton of the church, named William 
Mulligan, seized the animal, when it turned 
upon him and bit him in the arm. Not 
having the least idea that llie cat was rabid 
the man paid but little attenlion to the bite; 
hut on the following day symptoms of the 
most alarming character set in. and the 
poor man expired on Friday night last 
after much suffering. The young lady re ^  
ferred to, one of whose finger* was scrat­
ched, exhibited similar symptoms, but they 
were fortunately arrested by the ainputa- 
of the finger.

New Orleans papers complain of the su p  
preasien of the official returns of the late vo te. 
T h e election is said to be favourable to co­

operation by three hundred and twenty majority. 
T h e Ptcayunt aaya that public information bis 
been ehsmefully evaded.


