
T H E  E V E R L A S T I N G  M E M O R IA L .

I.' BY THE REV. HORATIUS BONAR, D.D.

U p  d nd  aw ay  I like  th e  d ew  o f th e  m o rn in g , 
S o a r in g  from  e a r th  to its  h o m e  in  th e  s u n , 

S o  le t  m o s tea l a w ay , g e n tly  a n d  lov ingly ,
O n ly  re m e m b e re d  by w h a t  I  havo  done.

M y  n a m e , a n d  m y  p lace , an d  m y  to m b  al]
. fo rgo tten

T h e  b rie f sp ace  o f tim e  w ell an d  pa tien tly  run> 
S o  le t m e  pass aw ay , peace fu lly , s ilen tly ,

O n ly  rem e m b e re d  by w h a t I h a v e  done.

G la d ly  aw ay  from  th is  toil w ou ld  I  h a s te n ,
U p  to th e  c row n  th a t  for m e  h a s  been  w on—  

U n th o u g h t o f  by m a n  in  rew a rd s  o r in praises, 
O n ly  rem e m b e re d  by  w h a t I  h av e  done.

U p  a n d  a w a y  : like  th e  odors o f su n se t
T h a t  sw e e te n s  th e  tw ilig h t as  d a rk n e s s  , 

co m es on ;
S o  bp m y  life— a  th in g  fe lt b u t  u n n o ticed ,

A n d  I b u t re m e m b e re d  by w h a t I  hav o  done.

Y es , like the  f rag ran ce  th a t w an d e rs  in  fresh n ess  
W h e n  th e  flow ers th a t it c a m e  from  are  

clo.sed up  a n d  c o n e ,
So w ou ld  I be to th is  w orld ’s w eary  d w elle rs , 

O n ly  re m e m b e re d  by w h a t 1 hav o  d one ,

K e c d s  th e re  th e  praise  o f tho  love w ritten  reco rd ’ 
T h e  n a m e  and  ep itaph  g rav ed  on th e  s tone , 

T h e  th in g s  w o h a v e  lived fo r le t  th e m  b e  ou r 

story,
W o  o u rse lv es  b u t re m e m b e re d  by w h a t w e  

h av e  done.

I  n eed  n o t  b e  m issed  ; if  m y  life h a s  b een

b e a rin g ,
(A s  its su m m e r  and  au tu m n  m oved  silen tly  

on , )
T h e  b loom , an d  th e  fru it, a n d  th e  seed  o f its

1 sh a ll still b o re m e  
do n e .

n bered  by w h a t I  have

1 need  n o t be m issed  ; if  a n o th e r  su cceed  m e 
T o  reap  dow n those fields w h ich  in  S p ring  1 

h avo  g ro w n ,
H e  w ho p lo u g h ed  an d  w ho sow ed is n o t m issod 

hy th e  reap e r, 
l i e  is on lv  rem em b ered  bv w h e t he lifts done.

JVot m yself, b u t the  tru th  
spoken  ;

th a t  i life I h av e

N o t^m y se lf, but the  tru th  th a t in life 1 h ;n

to ag es , all ab o u t m e fo rgo tten , 
n th  1 h av e  sp o k en , tho  tilings

SCAKBOKO’, YORK, MARKHAM, VAUGHAN, KING, AND W HITCHURCH ADVERTISER.

A L E X . SCOTT, Proprietor. “ Let Sound Reason weigh more with us than Popular Opinion T E R M S : $1 50  In  A d v a n ce .

V ol. I. RICHM OND H IL L , F R ID A Y , J U N E  3 , No. 2 7 .

Slu'.U pass 
S a v e  th.

h a v e  done.

S o  le t m y liv in g  be, so bo m y  d y in g —
So let m y n a m e  bo u nb lazoned , u n k n o w n  — 

U n p ra iso d  and  u n m issed , 1 sh a ll y e t be r e ­
m e m b e re d ,

Y es , b u t rem em b ered  by w h a t 1 have  do n e .

0  C E O L A :

A  R O M A N C E .— BY C A P T . M . R E I D '

f Continued.)

N eith e r  V irg in ia  nor I ev e r  d ream ­
ed  of an inequality . T h e  association 
w as by us desired  and sough t. W e 
w ere  both too young  to  know  aug h t 
■of caste. In our friendships w e fol­
low ed only  the prom pting  o f inno­
c e n t n a tu re  ; and it n eve r occu rred  
to  us tha t w e w ere  going  a s tra y .

T h e  g irls frequen tly  accom panied  
us into the fo rest ; and to this we, 
th e  hun te rs, m ade no objection. W e 
did no t a lw a y s  go in quest ul the 
w ide-rang ing  stag . S qu irre ls  and 
o th e r  sm all gam e w ere  o ften er the 
ob jec ts  o f ou r p u rsu it ; and in fol­
low ing these  we needed no t to 
s tr a y  far from  ou r d elica te  com ­
panions.

A s for M aum ee, she w as a h u n t­
ress— a bold equestrian , and could 
have  ridden in the ‘ d r iv e .’ As y e t, 
m y  s is ter had sca rce ly  been on 
horseback .

I g rew  to like the squirrel-shoo ting  
b est ; m y dogs w ere  often left 
behind ; and it becam e a ra re  th ing  
fo r me to b ring  hom e vension.

In the lake, th e re  w as a beautilul 
island— not th a t w hich had been 
the scene o f  the tra g ed y , but 
one  h ighe r up— n ea r the w idening  of 
the r iv e r. Its su rface  w as o f la rge 
ex te n t, and rose to  a sum m it in 
th e  c e n tre . F o r  the  m ost p a r t , it 
w as clad w ith tim ber, nea rly  all 
e v e rg re e n — as the live-oak, m ag­
nolia, illic ium , and wild o ran g e—  
indigenous to F lo rid a . T h e re  
w ere  zan thoxy lon  trees, w ith  the ir 
consp icuous yellow  b lo ssom s; the 
perfum ed  flow ering  dogw ood, and 
m any  sw eet-scen ted  p lants and 
sh rubs— the p rincely  palm to w erin g  
h igh  o v er all, and form ing, w ith  its 
w ide-sp read  umbels, a double canopy 
o f  ve rdu re .

T h e  fair island la y a b o u t half-w ay 
b e tw e en  the  tw o  h o m e s ; and of- 

1 ten  young P o w e ll and I m et upon it, 
and m ade it the scene o f our sport. 
T h e re  w ere  squ irrels  am ong  the 
tre e s , and tu rk e y s— som etim es deer 
w e re  found in the g lid e s — and from 
its cove red  shores w e  could do exe­
cution  am ong the  w ate r-fo w l th a t 
spo rted  upon the lake.

S ev e ra l tim es had w e m et on this 
neu tra l g round , and a lw ays ac ­
com panied  by o u r sisters. B oth de­
ligh ted  in the lovely spot. T h e y  
used to ascend the slope, and sea t 
them selves u nder the shade of some 
tall palm s th a t g re w  on the s u m m it; 
w hile  w e, the hun te rs, rem ained in 
the gam e-frequen ted  g ro u n d  below , 
causing  the w oods to  ring  w ith the 
rep o rts  o f our rilles. T h e n  it 
w as our custom , w hen sa tia ted  w ith 
th e  sp o rt, also to ascend  the hill, 
and  deliver up o u r spoils, p a r ticu ­
la rly  w hen w e  had  been fo rtu n a te  
enough  to  p rocu re  some ra re  and 
rich ly  plum ed b ird— an ob jec t of 
cu rio sity  o r adm iration .

A nd beyond this, beyond listen ing  
and looking, m y love had never 
gone. N o  love-w ords had ev e r  
passed b e tw e en  us ; I even knew  
no t w h e th e r I w as beloved.

M y hours w ere  not all blissful ; 
the sky  w as not a lw a y s  o f rose- 
co lour. T h e  doubts th a t m y y o u th ­
ful passion w as re tu rn ed  W'ere its 
c lo u d s ; and these  often arose  to 
troub le  me.

A bou t this tim e, I becam e un­
happy  from  1 an o th e r cause. J 
perce ived , o r fancied th a t V irg in ia 
took a deep  in te re s t in the b ro th e r 
of M aum ee, and th a t this w as rec i­
p rocated . T h e  though t gave me 
su rp rise  and pain. Y et why I should 
have experienced  e ithe r, 1 could not j 

tell. 1 have said lh a t m y s is te r  aud i 1 
w e r e  too young  to know  o u g h t o f j 
the p rejud ices o f rank or ca ste  ; | 
but this was not s tr ic tly  tru e . 1 m ust 
havo had som e instinct, th a t in this 
free association w ith our dark- 
skinned neighbors we w e re  doing 
w rong, else how  could it have m ade 
mo unhappy ! I fancied tha t V ir­
ginia shared  this feeling w ith  m e.—  
W e w ere  both ill a t ease, and  y e t we 
w ere not confidants o f each o ther.
1 d readed  to m ake know n m y 
though ts even  to m y sis te r, and she 
no doubt felt a  like re lu c tan ce  to 
the disclosing of her secre t.

One day  w e w ere  upon the island, 
all four as usual. T h e  hun t w as  
over, and P ow ell and I had rejoined 
our s is te rs  upon the hill. W e had 
s tre tch ed  oui selves under the shade, 
and w ere  indulging in triv ia l con­
versation , but 1 fa r m ore in the 
m ute language of love. M y eyes 
rested  upon the ob jects  o f m y 
though ts, too happy  th a t my 
g lances w ere  re tu rn ed . I saw  lit­
tle besides : J did n o t notice tha t 
th e re  w as a sim ilar exchange o f 
a rd en t looks betw een  the young 
Ind ian  and m y sister. A t th a t m o­
m ent 1 ca red  not ; I  w as indifferent 
to ev e ry th in g  but the smiles of 
M aum ee.

T h e re  w ere  those w ho did observe 
this .exchange o f g lances, w ho saw- 
all th a t w as passing. Anxious eyes 
w ere  bent upon the  tab leau  form ed 
by the four o f us, and ou r w ords, 
looks, and g es tu re s  w ere  note ').

T h e  dogs rose '■> ith a g row l, and 
ran  ou tw ard  am ong the tre e s .—  
T h e  rustling  o f b ranches, and g a r ­
m ents sh in ing  th rough  the foliage, 
w arned us th a t th e re  w ere  people 
the re . T h e  dogs had ceased  to give 
tongue , and w ere  w agg ing  the ir 
tails. T h e y  w ere  friends, then, who 
w ere  near.

T he  leaves sheltered  them  no 
longer from  our view  : behold my 
fa th e r— my m o th er I

V irg in ia  and I w ere  s ta rtled  by | 
th e ir appearance . W e felt some ap-1 
prehension o f ev il— arising ,no  d oub t, 1 
from our ow n convictions th a t w e  I 
had no t been ac ting  arigh t. W e 
observed th a t the brow s ol' both w ere  j 
clouded. T h e y  appeared  vexed 
and an g ry .

M y m other approached  first.—  i 
T h e re  w as scorn upon h er lips. S he  j 
w as proud o f h e r  an cestry .ev en  m ere 
than the descendan t o f the R an ­
dolphs.

• W h a t I’ exclaim ed she— ‘ w hat, 
m y children  1 these yo u r com pa­
nions 1 Indians V

Y oung  P ow ell rose to his feet,bu t 
said no th ing  in rep ly . H is  looks 
b e tray ed  w h a t he f e l t ;  and th a t 
he p erfec tly  understood the slight.

W ith  a hau g h ty  glance tow ards 
my fa th e r and m other, he beckoned 
to his s ister to follow' him , aud 
w alked  proudly  a w a y .

V irg in ia  and I w e re  a larm ed  and 
speech less. W e dared  not say 
adieu.

W e w e re  hu rried  from  the spot ; 
and hom ew ard  V irg in ia  w en t w ith  
m y fa th e r and m other. T h e re  w e re  
o th e rs  in the boat tha t had b rough t 
them  to the island. T h e re  w ere 
blacks w ho  row ed  ; but I saw  w hite  
men too. T h e  R inggolds— both 
fa th e r and son— w e re  o f the p arty .

1 re tu rn ed  alone in the skiff.— 
W hile crossing  the lake, I looked 
up. T h e  canoe w as ju s t en te rin g  the 
c reek . I could see th a t the faces of 
the half-blood and his s is ter w e re  
tu rned  tow ards  us. I w as w atched , 
and dared  not w ave an adieu , al­
though th e re  w as a sad feeling upon 
my h ea rt— a p resen tim en t th a t w e 
w ere  p a rtin g  fo r long— perhaps for 
e v e r I

A las! the presentim ent proved a 
ju s t one. In three days from that 
time I was on my way to the far 
north, where 1 w as entered as a 
cadet in the military academ y of 
W e st Point. M y sister, too, was 
sent to one o f  those seminaries, in 
which the cities of the Puritan peo­

ple abound. It w as long, long be-1 
fore e ith e r o f us again se t eyes upon 
the flow ery  land.

C H A P T E R  X V II.

W E S T  P O I N T .

T h e  m ilitary  college of W est P o in t 
is the finest school in the w orld—  
P rinces  and p riests  have  th e re  no 
p o w e r ;  tru e  know ledge is taugh t, 
and m ust be learned , u nder penalty  
o f ban ishm ent from the place. T h e  
g ra d u a te  com es forth  a scholar, not, 
as from  O xford and C am bridge, the 
pert p a rro t o f  a dead language, 
sm ooth prosodian , m echan ic  rhym - 
s tc r  o f o f Idyllic v e rse  ; t u t  a lingu­
ist o f living tongues— one w ho  has 
studied science, and not neglected  
a r t — a botanist, d raugh tsm an , geolo­
gist, astrounfrier, e n g in e e r ,• soldier—  
all ; iu short, a man fitted  for the 
h igher du ties ol social life-—capable 
o f  supervision  and com m and— J 
equally  so o f obedience and execu -j 
lion.

T h e  details o f a cad e t’s experience j 
possess but little in te re s t— a rou tine 
o f m onotonous du ties— only al 
W e st P o in t a little h a rd e r  than  e lse­
w h e re— a t tim es but slightly differ­
ing from  tho slave-life  o f a  com m on 
soldier. 1 bore them  bravely-—-not 
th a t I w as inspired by any g re a t m i­
lita ry  am bition, but sim ply from  a 
feeling o f riva lry  : 1 scorned  to be 
the laggard  o f  m y class.

L ong  lingered  in my h e a rt the 
love o f  M aum ee— long tim e unaf­
fected  by absence . 1 th o u g h t the 
void caused  by ilia t sad partin g  
w ould n ev e r be filled up. N o o th e r 
ob ject could rep lace  in m y mind, or 
banish from  my m em ory  the sw e e t 
souven irs  o f m y you thful love .—  
M orning , noon, and n igh t, w as th a t 
im age o f pic tu resque beau ty  outlined 
upon the re tin a  o f m y m ental eve  
— by day  in though ts, by n igh t in  
dream s.

D uring  all m y cadetsh ip , 1 n ev e r 
saw  her— n eve r even hea rd  o f her. 
F o r  five y e a rs  I w as an exile from  
hom e— and so w as my sister. A t I 
in tervals  during  lh a t tune w e w ere  j 
visited by o u r fa th er and m o ther, j 
w ho m ade an annual trip  to the fa-j 
shionable re so rts  o f the n o rth — i 
B allston S pa, S a ra to g a , and N e w ­
port. T h e re , during  our h o lid a y s !  
w e jo ined  them  ; and though I longed I 
to spend a vacation  a t hom e— 1 
believe so did V irg in ia— the 1 m o­
th e r w as steel and the fa th er w as 
s to n e ,’ and our desires w ere  not 
g ra tified .

I suspected  the cause o f this s tern  
denial. O u r p roud p a ren ts  d readed  
the d an g e r ol a mesalliance. T h e y  
had not fo rg o tten  the tab leau  on the 
island.

T h e  R inggolds m et us a t the w a­
te ring -p laces ; and A rens  w as still 
assiduous in his a tten tio n s  to V irg i­
nia. H e  had becom e a fashionable 
exqu isite , and spent his gold free ly—  
not to be ou tdone by th e  ci-devant 
ta ilors and stock-brokers, w ho con­
s titu te  the ‘ upper ten ’ o f N ew  
Y ork. I liked him no b e tte r  than 
eve r, though my m o ther w as still his 
backer.

H ow  he sped w ith V irg in ia , I 
could not tell. M y s is te r  w as now 
quite a  w o.nan— a fashionable dam e, 
a belle— and had learn t m uch of the 
w orld— am ong o th e r  things, how  to 
conceal h e r em otions— one o f the 
d istinguished accom plishm ents o f the 
day . S he  w as a t tim es m erry  
to  an ex trem e d eg ree  ; tlidugh h er 
m irth  appeared  io me a little artifi­
cial, and often ended a b ru p tly .—  
S om etim es she w as though tfu l— not 
u nfrequen tly  cold and disdainful.
I fancied th a t in gain ing  so m any 
g races, she had lost much o f w hat 
w as in m y eyes m ore valuable than 
all, h e r  g en tleness  o f h ea rt . P erh ap s  
I w as w rong ing  her.

#  * #  #  #

F iv e  y ea rs  soon flitted past, and 
the period o f m y cadetsh ip  w as ful­
filled. W ith  som e cred it, I w en t 
th rough  the ordeal o f the final e x a ­
m ination. A high num ber rew ard ed  
m y application, and gave  me the 
choice o f w h a te v e r  arm  o f the s e r­
vice w as m ost to  m y liking. I had 
a penchant for the rifles, though I 
m ight have p itched  h igher, into the 
a rtille ry , the ca v a lry , o r engineers. 
I chose the first, how ever, and w as 
g az e tte d  b reve t-lieu tenan t, and ap­
poin ted  lo  a rifle reg im en t, w ith  
leave o f absence to revisit m y n ative  
home.

A t this tim e, m y  sister had also 
‘g ra d u a te d ’ a t the L ad ies’ A ca­
dem y, and ca rried  off her ‘ diplom a ’ 
w ith  c r e d i t ; and to g e th e r w e  jo u r­
neyed  home.

T h e re  w as no fa th e r to g re e t us 
I on o u r  r e t u r n : a w eeping  and

w idotved m o ther alone spoke the 
m elancholy  w elcom e.

C H A P T E R  X V III.

T H E  S E M I N O L E S .

O n m y re tu rn  to F lo rida , I found 
th a t the cloud o f w ar w as g a th e r-  \ 
ing o v er m y n ative  land. J t w ould] 
soon burst, and m y first essay  m ini-] 
Iitary  life would be m ade in th e ; 
defence of h ea rth  and hom e. I w as 
not un p rep ared  for the new s. W a rj 
is a lw ay s the them e o f  in te re s t w ith- j 
in the w alls of a m ilitary  college; and : 
in no p lace a re  its p robabilities and  j 

p rospects  so fully discussed or w ith ! 
so m uch ea rnestness.

F o r  a period o f ten y e a rs  had the j 
U nited  S ta te s  been a t peace w ith  ! 
all the w orld . T h e  iron  hand  o f 
‘ O ld H icko ry  ’ had aw ed the savage j 
foe o f the fro n tie rs . F o r  m o re l 
than  ten  y ea rs  had the la tte r  desisted  
from  his chronic system  o f  re ta lia ­
tion , and rem ained  silent and still. 
B u t the pacific statu quo cam e to  an ! 
end . O nce m ore the red man ro se ; 
to  a sse r t his rights, and in a q u a r t e r ! 
m ost unexpected . N o t on the Iron- 
tie r  o f the ‘ far w e s t,’ but in ihe 
h e a rt o f the flow ery  land. Y es. F lo ­
rida  w as to  be the th e a tre  o f  o p e ra ­
tions— the s tage  on w hich this new  
w ar-d ra ina  w as to be enacted .

A word historical of Florida, for 
this w riting is in truth a history.

In 1821, the S pan ish  flag disap­
pea red  from  the ram p arts  o f San 
A ugustine and  S t. M arks, and 
S pain  y ielded  up possession o f this 
fa ir  province— one o f her la st foot­
holds upon the con tinen t o f A m erica. 
L ite ra lly , it w as but a foothold th a t 
the S p an ia rd s  held in F lo rid a— a 
m ere nom inal possession. L ong be­
fore the cession, the Indians had 
d riv en  them  from  the field into the 
fo rtress . T h e ir  haciendas lav  in 
ru in s— the ir horses and ca ttle  ran 
wild upon the savannas ; and rank  
w eeds usurped the site o f th e ir once 
p rosperous p lan tations. D urin g  a 
ce n tu ry  o f dom inion, liiey  had m ade 
m any a fair se ttlem en t, and the 
ruins o f  buildings— far - m ore m ass­
ive than  a u g h t y e t  a ttem p ted  by 
th e ir Saxon successors— a tte s t  the 
fo rm er g lo ry  and po w er o f the 
S panish  nation.

It w as not destined  th a t the In ­
d ians should long hold the c  u n try  
they  had thus reconquered . A n o ther 
race  o f w hite  m en— tlieir equals 
in cou rage  and s tren g th — w ere 
m oving dow n from  the north  ; and it 
w as ea sy  p rophecy  to say  th a t tlie 
red  conquero rs m ust in tu rn  yield 
possession.

T h e re  was a tre a ty ,b u t w h a t ca red  
they  for trea ties  '! A d v en tu re rs—  
s tarved -ou t p lan ters from  G eorgia 
and the C arolinas, ‘ n igg e r-trad ers  ’ 
irom  all p a rts  o f the south  ; w hat 
w ere  covenan ts in th e ir  eves, espe­
cially w hen m ade w ith  red-skins ?—  
T h e  tre a ty  m ust be go t rid of.

T he ‘ Great F ather,’ scarcely  
more scrupulous than they,approved  
thoir plan.

‘ Y es,’ said he, ‘ it is good— the 
Sem inoles must be dispossessed ; 
they must remove to another land ; 
w e shall find them a home in the 
w est, on the great plains ; there 
they will have wide hunting-grounds 
their ow n for e v e r /

‘ N o ,’ responded the Sem inoles ;
‘ we do not w ish to  m ove ; w e a re  
con ten ted  here  : we love our native 
land ; we do no t wish to leave it ; 
w e shall s ta y .’

• Then you will not go w illingly ? 
Be it so. W e are strong, you are 
weak ; w e shall force you .’

Though not the letter, this is the 
very spirit of the reply which Jack­
son made to the Sem inoles I

The Indians remained obstinate—  
they liked their own land— they  
w ere reluctant to leave it— no w on­
der.

S om e p re tex t m ust be found to 
dispossess them . T h e  old excuse, 
th a t they  w ere  m ere idle hun te rs .an d  
m ade no profitable use o f the soil, 
w ould scarce ly  avail. I t w as not 
true . T h e  Sem inole w as not ex c lu ­
sively a  h u n te r ; he w'as a husband­
man as well, and tilled the land— 
rudely , it m ay be, bu t w as this a 
reason for disposssessing him 1 

W ith o u t this, o th e rs  w ere  easily  
found. T h a t cunning  com m issioner 
w hich the ir ‘ G rea t F a th e r ’ sent 
them  could soon invent p re tex ts . H e 
w as one w ho well knew  the a r t  o f 
m uddying the s tream  upw ards and 
well did he p rac tise  it.

T h e  co u n try  w as soon filled w ith 
rum ours o f Indian  ou tragos— of 
horses and ca ttle  stolen, o f p lan ta ­
tions plundered , of w hite  trav e lle rs  
robbed and m urde red— all th e  w ork 
o f those savage Som inoles.

A  vile fro n tie r  press, e v e r rea 
to g ive  tongue to  the popu 
fu ro r, did not fail in Us du ty  
ex a g g era tio n .

I3ut w ho w as to  g a z e tte  the p ro ­
vocations, the re ta llia tions. the 
w ro n g s and cruelties  inflicted by the 
o th e r s ide? All these w ere  c a re ­
fully concealed .

A  sen tim en t w as soon c rea ted  
th ro u g h o u t the co u n try — a sen ti­
m en t o f  b itte r  hostility  to w ard s  the 
S em inole.

‘K ill the savage! H u n t him dow n I 
D rive him o u t ! A w ay  w ith him to 
the w est 1’ T h u s w as the sen tim en t 
expressed . T h e se  becam e th e  po­
p u la r  cries.

I t w ould be easy , all supposed, to 
accom plish th e  p o pu la r will, to d is­
possess the sav ag e , hun t him , drive 
him out. S till th e re  w as a tre a ty . 
T h e  w orld had an eve , and th e re  
w'as a  th inking  m inority  not to  be 
despised w ho opposed this c lam o r­
ous desire . T h e  tre a ty  could not 
be broken u nder the ligh t o f  day  ; 
how , then , w as this obstructive  
covenan t to be g e t  rid o f?

(To be continued.)

A R IC H  L E T T E R  F R O M  
P I K E ’S  P E A K .

F ro m  th e  M ilw au k ee , (W is c o n s in ,)  N ew s.

W e give below  a le tte r  w ritten  
from  P ik e’s P eak  by a well know n 
citizen  o f H oricon, now  a t P ik e ’s 
P eak . E v e ry  w ord  can be relied 
on as true , as the w rite r  is well 
know n, in W isconsin, as a man w ho  
h a s  the g re a te s t  reg a rd  for tru th .

T h e re  <s ev iden ily  gold th e re .—
Puce’s P e a k , M arch  8 , 1859.

M y  Dear Brother :— I prom ised 
to w rite  you a good, long le tte r , as 
soon as I a rriv ed  here  ; and 1 take 
m y pen in hand to le t you know  
th a t w e a re  all well, and hope these 
few  lines will find you en joy ing  the 
sam e blessing. Y ou know  vve left 
H oricon  <for the land o f  gold about 
the 1st o f F e b ru a ry , and we a r r iv ­
ed h e re  y e s te rd ay . M y wife stood 
the jo u rn e y  first ra te , but my five 
oldest bovs w ere  nea rly  tired  out 
w hen they  reached  here. Jan e , the 
little sis, is happy as a  la rk , and 
says, “ T iss  U ncle G eorge, for m e,”
God bless h e r sw e e t h ea rt .

W e had, all the hardships in the 
w orld before w e  g o t here . W e 
lost ou r horses a t D ubuque— they  
w ere  stolen from  us. W e g o t some 
oxen and lost them  one hundred  
miles from  O naha.— W c then  tried
w heel-barrow s, m y wife and  I d iscovered  some tra its  and pecu- 
w heeling  by tu rns, til 1̂ the Indians liarities in them  w hich su rp rised  and 
stole our barrow s. W e then w alk- g ratified  m e. A t the first in terv iew

w ith  us. T h e  ch ie f  laid dow n his 
w eapons and  cam e in to  o u r  campi. 
w hen m y wife used the fine com b 
on his head till his g ra titu d e  w as as 
lively as h is  head  w as, and he w as 
so tick led  th a t he offered to  m arry  
my w ife, and show  me w here  gold 
w as p len ty . I love m y wife— you 
know  th a t, G eo rge  ; but th ink ing  I 
m ight die before 1 g o t rich , and feel­
ing th a t I m ust m ake som e p ro p e rty  
to leave m y ch ild ren , I consen ted .to  
the m atch , and she has gone off w ith  
the Indian, w ho is a  g re a t chief, and 
taken  th e  fine com b w ith her. 
Com e o u t w ith  your w ife, and b ring  
a fine com b, b ro th e r  G eorge.

1 am  go ing  to  leave these  d ig­
g ings for a  b e tte r  one. I t  is too 
m uch troub le to tu g  and p ry  up the 
g re a t big chunks of gold  t h a t  w eigh 
half a  ton o r so, aud a re  so th ick  
you canno t g e t them  ou t w ithou t 
d an g e r o f b reak ing  y o u r  legs, and 
am go ing  up to a rav ine, w h ere  all 
1 have to  do is to  go  to the top  o f a 
high m ountain  and roll it dow n to 
the rive r.

T h e  co u n try  here  is fine, but^the- 
w inds a re  aw ful. M y boys g o t so 
ligli*. w ith  ea tin g  roots th a t I can 
only keep them  by m e o r to g e th e r 
by piling lum ps of gold abou t as big 
as m allets on th e ir sh irt-ta ils  as the 
little innocents sit dow n on the g rass  
to p lay . E v e ry th in g  g ro w s here .
I can raise tw en ty  bushels o f w hea t 
to the ac re . O ianges, lem ons and 
all such colored  fru its  grow ' wild 
h e re  ; w hile m elons, pea rs , apples, 
poaches and apple-dum plings a re  so 
p len ty  th a t they  find no m arket.

S ell o ff what you have in W iscon­
sin, a i*d come out here. You can 
g e t rich in a little while, and go  
back in such styles that w ill aston­
ish the natives.
m G ive m y love to  all th e  folks 
around th e  co rners, and pu l a no­
tice on _jhe school-house th a t they  
can  g e t an o utfit in C hicago for $ 200 . 
—-Gome oy t h e re , d e a r  b ro th e r, by 
all m eans.

• Y ours, affec tionately ,
J o h n  S m i t h .

A F E W  D A Y S  IN  J A P A N .

I w as in Commodore Perry’s 
sqadron, w-hile he waS at Japan, and 
was once sent ashore to make som e 
observations of the coast, interesting  
to navigators, with a small party of  
m en, w ho remained with me sever­
al days and n iglils. W e w ere all 
very ignorant of the character and 
condition o f the people ; and f soon

ed, till the Indians stole our provi­
sions, and m y family got sick, so I 
had to carry them all on my back. 
Our money gave out long before, 
and for tw o w eeks vve travelled  
through a wilderness w here the foot 
ot man never trod ; m this condi­
tion, seeing no living being, and 
w ithout m oney to purchase even a 
cracker at any of the groceries 
along the line, w e all lived on roots 
till my children all looked like pigs, 
from rooting so long, and I have 
carried my family on my back till I 
am so round shouldered that I can 
only see the blue sky and bright sun 
by looking betw een m y legs up to 
heaven’s canopy that w ay . 1 lost 
tw o hundred pounds o f flesh— horse 
m eat— when I started from Dubu­
que, or vve should have got along 
better.

1 read iu the M ilw aukee news 
that Pikes Peak w as a humbug. 
But it ain’t, and the N ew s knows it

vve had w ith  those w ho lived n ea r­
e s t the spot w h ere  we landed , we 
w ere  tre a ted  w ith kindness and good 
m anners. T h e y  expressed  p lea­
su re  a t  seeing  us, and show ed 
a cordial w ish to g ra tify  us, m ingled 
w ith  a cau tious ca re  to  avoid the 
appearance  o f ob trusive cu riosity .

W e had b rough t a num ber o f tools 
and in s trm en ts  w ith  us, as vve in­
tended to  e re c t a te m p o ra ry  sh e lte r  
n ea r the sea-beaeh , and requ ired  in­
s tru m en ts  to m ake ce r.a in  observa­
tions. H av ing  b rough t all these 
from our boats, and laid them  upon 
the g rass, they  im m ediately  becam c 
objects o f cu riosity  to  the g roup  o f 
na tives w ho had assem bled around  
us. W e soon observed th a t several 
individuals am ong them  felt a m uch 
deep er in te re s t than the  o the rs, and. 
from  th e ir  m an n er o f handling  and 
exam ining  now  th is  thing, now  tha t, 
vve easily  perce ived  th a t they  w ere  
m echanics o r men o f science. A nd

well as I do. W e g o t here  in d u ring  m uch o f the tim e
the m orning, a f te r  w alk ing  all n ight, 
and though we w ere  tw en ty -fou r 
hours in th e  cou n try , w e  a re  not 
well off, but have  a good prospect.

T h e re  is gold h e re— lots o f it.
T h e  gophers d ig  it out o f the ground 
by the bushel, and in the m oonlight 
the w hole ea rth  for miles around 
looks like heaven  w hen w ith  its 
m yriad  s tars , or like a p re tly  girl 
w ith yellow  freckles. T h e  w ood­
chucks dig ou t bushels and bushels 
o f it, and the  snakes in this co u n try  
look like solid gold ones, from c raw l­
ing am ong gold chunks.— It is found 
in all-sized pieces, from  the size of 
a h en ’s eg g  up to the bigness o f a 
la rge  stone, and  o f  the finest quality .
W e have raked  to g o th er w h a t lay 
ioose on an ac re  o f g round , and 
have tw en ty -tw o  piles about as big 
as a  la rge sized hay-stack . L ast 
n igh t tw o  hundred  Indians cam e to 
rob us o f a se t o f s ilver spoons and 
a fine com b th a t m y wife had to use 
on the  ch ildren , and we barricad ed  
ou r house w ith  rocks o f gold until 
th e y  could not gain  adm ittance , and 
w ere  forced  0  b eg  to  m ake frteiwfs’̂ ^ " ’ am] help them selves V’ ‘ T h e

w e spen t 
the re , th e ir in te res t continued, being 
frequen tly  excited  anew , by seeing  
us use ou r tools and instrum ents. I 
could not but be s truck  by the su­
perio r in telligence w hich  th e y  dis­
p layed  in th is, to m ost, and indeed I 
m ay tru ly  say to all, the uncivilized 
people I had ever seen, in the m any 
parts  of the w orld  w hich  I had ev e r 
v is ited .

O ne o f our p a rty , w ho  w as fond 
of u n d erra tin g  ev e ry th in g  not his 
ow n, or in some w ay  o r o th e r con­
nected  w ith him self, one day spoke 
con tem ptuously  o f th e  Japanese . I 
said to  him  : ‘- W ill you bo so kind 
as to  inform  me w h ere , in y o u r ex ­
tensive navigation , (it w as his first 
voyage ,) you ev e r  found a b etter- 
behaved  o r kinder people ? L e t m e 
ask you fu rth e r, w h e th e r, if you 
w ere  now  a t home, you would be i 
w illing to leave a se t o f tools, and a 
collection o f in s trum en ts  like these, 
sp read  ou t exposed, w ithou t a n y ­
body to g u ard  them , by n ig h t as 
w ell as by day , w h e re  y o u r ow n 
neighbors could  com e, if  th e y  pleas-

young  m an n e v e r  a f te rw a rd s  spoka 
aga in st th e  Jap an ese , in my hearing..

T h e re  w a s  one old man,. w ho 
lived a t  a  sh o rt d istance, who' took, 
a  p a r ticu la r  liking to  m e, and  often 
m ade signs th a t he w an te d , me tO' 
go' w ith  him . 1 s ta r te d  o n e 1 day,, 
and he took me u nder convoy , and 
show ed m e round the neighborhood. 
H e  led me am ong fields ahd houses, 
aed into a tem ple, o r Diace o f  re li­
gious w orship, w here  he tried  hard  
lo explain to me w hat I saw  ; but I 
could not m ake out his m eaning  a t 
all. and shook m y head, and told 
him he had b e tte r  give it up as a. 
bad job. As he had free  access 10' 
the building, and the people about i t  
seem ed to  tre a t him as if he had 
some au th o rity  in it, I ju dged  th a t 
he w as keeper, o r  sex ton , as w e 
m ight call him . T h e  old m an then  
insisted An m y going  hom e w ilh  
him, w here  he in troduced  me to-his; 
w ife, one o f the m ost friend ’y. nea t 
and no table housokeepersl e v e r  saw . 
S h e  se t before me the best food she 
had, and, a lthough  I could form  no 
idea w h a t som e o f it w as m ade of, 

la n d  w as no t hung ry , 1 th o u g h t my-- 
[self bound to  e a t a little, and this,
I w ith  m y  ta lk ing  a little  E ng lish .
I pointing a t th ings around  m e w ith  
jan  enqu iring  look, and now  an d  then, 
g iv ing  a h e a rty  laugh , seem ed; to  
pay  them  for all th e ir  troub le.

I t  w as p leasing  to  see th a t the  
com m on people did not confine th e ir  
kindness o r good m anners  to  s tra n ­
g ers . T h e y  seem ed to  p rac tic e  
them  equa lly  to w ard s  each  o th e r. 
In all th e ir  conduc t and language, so 
far as 1 had an o p po rtun ity  to  jud g e , 
they  w'ere polite and friend ly ,,

1 could no t but adm ire the sim pli­
c ity  and cheapness o f th e  Jap an ese  
houses. T h e  clim ate, it is tru e , is 
so mild as to  ren d e r  ou r thick w alls 
substan tia l roofs, s tro n g  foundations 
and la rge  ap p a rtm en ts  in a g r e a t  
m easu re  unn ecessa ry  ; bu t y e t it 
seem s as if they  d isp layed  w o n d er­
ful in genu ity  and an e x tra o rd in a ry  
sh are  o f  good sense, in m aking  con­
ven ien t and cheap  su b stitu tes  fo r alii 
these . T h e  houses a re  sm all, and 
often th row n  into one o r tw o  room s, 
but these m ay be, in a  m om ent, di­
vided into half a dozen, o r p e rhaps  
a  dozen, by sliding in thin partitions,, 
form ed o f light fram es, cove red  w ith  
paper. T h e se  m ake a sep ara tio n  
betw een  the little  ap a rtm en ts , com ­
p le te  in all re sp ec ts  excep t w ith  re ­
g a rd  to  sound, w hich , of cou rse , can, 
pass m ore read ily  th rough  a thin, 
than  a th ick  partition .. A nd th e ir 
fam ilies g en e ra lly  p re sen t a ch e e rfu l 
a p p e aran ce , one im p o rtan t ad v an ­
tage  being e v e ry w h e re  observab le—  
they  a re  p erfec tly  n e a t and clean ly , 
rich  and poor, old and young, g re a t 
and sm all, dow n to the y o u n g est 
little ch ildren .

O U T  IN  T H E  F IE L D S .

If  one tvould s tudy  a  m arv e lo u s­
ly b eau tifu l rev e la tio n  o f the p o w er 
a n d  g o odness  of the  C rea to r, le t  
h im  go  o u t in  th e  fields,, ju s t  n o w  
c lad  in  all the splendors- o f the 
S p rin g , a n d  to  be y e t m ore g lo ri­
o usly  g a rm e n te d  u n d e r  th e  b re a th  
o f S u m m e r. In  th is  s easo n  of the 
re n e w a l o f the life o f n a tu re — th is  
tim e o f en d le ss  bu d  an d  b lossom  
ty p e s  of re su rre c tio n  a n d  im m o r­
ta lity , w h a t o the r p ag e  so frau g h t 
w ith  te a c h in g s , to ch e e r  a n d  in ­
sp ire  th e  soul ? W ho  ca n  go  o u t 
in  the fie lds a n d  re a d  the lessons o f  
the g rasses , a n d  leaves* a n d  flow ­
ers , an d  lis ten  to  the c a n tic le s  o f  
the brooks an d  b ird s , an d  d r in k  in  
the fresh  a ir  and  the jo y o u s  s u n ­
sh in e , an d  not feel th a t th e re  is  a  
G od, ever-lov ing  a n d  bountifu l*  
w ho  b estow s upon  m a n , even  here 
upon th e  ea rth , on ly  a  little  le s s  
th a n  p a r a d i s e /  W ho ca n  go  o u t 
in  the fie lds, w h ere  every  verdan t, 
sod is  an  a l ta r  red o len t of m u s ic  
a n d  in c en se , an d  n o t feel to  w o r­
sh ip  an d  ad o re  the g re a t F a th e r , 
w ho  has m a d e  the w orld  so b ea u ti­
ful ? O ut in  the fie lds— 0 , w ea ry , 
busy , s tr ife -en g en d e rin g  m a n , go  
th i th e r  an d  feel th e  te n d e r, c h a s te n ­
in g  in s p ira tio n s  o f the d a is ie s  a n d  
th e  l i liie s— o f th e  li llie s , “ w h ich  
n e i th e r  toil no r sp in , y e t S o lom on 
in  a ll h is  g lo ry , w as  not arrayed , 
like one of th e se .” G od be th a n k e d  
for the u n sp e a k a b le  r ic h es  th a t lie  
o u t in  th e  g reen  an d  flow ery  fields..

K e e p  G o o d  C o m p a n y . — Inter­
course with persons o f  decided  
virtue and excellence is o f great im­
portance in the formation o f a good  
character. T h e force o f example 
is powerful ; w e are creatures o f  
imitation, and by a necessary influ­
ence, our habits and tem pers ate 
very much formed on the model o f  
those with whom w e familiarly 
associate.

I f  men could find the fabled foun­
tain that is said to restore youth  
and health and beauty, with w hat 
eagerness they would rush to drink 
its waters. Y e t with scarcely  less  
eagerness do they now rush to drink 
o f w aters that bring upon them pre­
mature old age and disease and 
loathsome ugliness.

That is indeed a twofold know ­
ledge which profits alike by the 
wisdom of the w ise and the folly o f  
the foolish. It borrows its security  
from the darkness, and its confid­
ence from the light.


